
SENATE—No. 28,

In Senate, February 9th, 1848.

The Joint Committee on Railways and Canals, to which was
committed the petition of Isaac Livermore, and others, praying
authority to locate and construct a railroad, from some point on
the Boston and Maine Railroad, in Somerville, through Cam-
bridge, to some point on the Boston and Worcester
in Brookline, with sundry petitions in aid thereof, and the re-
monstrances thereto of John Read, and others, and Emery
Willard, and others, report the accompanying Bill.

A. D. FOSTER, Chairman,
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty-
.

Eight.

AN ACT
To incorporate the Union Railroad Company.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows:

1 Sect. 1. Isaac Livermore, Charles Davenport,
2 Newell Bent, their associates and successors, are here-
-3 by made a corporation, by the name of the Union
4 Railroad Company, with all the powers and privileges,
5 and subject to all the duties, liabilities, and restric-
-6 tions, set forth in the forty-fourth chapter of the Re-
-7 vised Statutes, and in that part of the thirty-ninth
8 chapter of said statutes relating to railroad corpora-
-9 tions, and in all other general laws which have been,

10 or shall be subsequently, passed relative to railroad
11 corporations.

1 Sect. 2. Said company are authorized to locate,
2 construct, and maintain, with one or more tracks, a
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3 railroad, commencing in Somerville, at some point in
4 the Fitchburg Railroad, near its intersection with the
5 Boston and Lowell Railroad ; thence running to a
6 point near Bridge Street, in said Somerville; thence
7 across the marshes on the westerly side of East Cam-
-8 bridge village to a point on Main Street, in Cam-
-9 bridge, a little below Washington Street; thence

10 across the marshes to Charles River, and over said river
11 by a bridge to a point in the Boston and Worcester
12 Railroad in Brookline.

1 Sect. 3. The capital stock of said company shall
2 consist of not more than fifteen hundred shares, the
3 number of which shall, from time to time, be deter-
-4 mined by the directors of said company; and no as-
-5 sessment shall be laid thereon of a greater amount, in
6 the whole, than one hundred dollars on each share;
7 and said corporation may invest a portion of their
8 capital, not exceeding seventy thousand dollars, in
9 real estate, for depot-grounds, wharves, and other

10 purposes, and may invest such portion thereof in per-
il sonal estate, as may be necessary or convenient for
12 the purposes of their incorporation.

1 Sect. 4. The company hereby established may
2 enter upon and unite their railroad, by proper turnouts
3 and switches, with the Fitchburg, Boston and Lowell,
4 and Boston and Worcester Railroads, and may con-
-5 tract with any of said companies, and with the Grand
6 Junction Railroad and Depot Company, to equip and
7 run their said railroad, or any part of the same.

1 Sect. 5. The bridge across Charles River shall
2 be constructed with a convenient draw and suitable
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3 piers, to facilitate the passage of vessels; and said
4 company shall be held liable to keep the draws and
5 piers in good repair, and to open the same, and afford
6 all proper accommodations to vessels having occasion
7 to pass the same by day or by night.

1 Sect. 6. The rate of speed for crossing any of
2 the streets or roads, shall not exceed six miles per
3 hour, and the securities to travel, by gates, flags, or
4 bridges, at the crossings, shall be regulated in Somer-
-5 ville in such manner as shall be required by the select-
-6 men of said town, and, in Cambridge, in such manner
7 as shall be directed by the mayor and aldermen of
8 said city ; and the steam-whistle shall not be used
9 within one third of a mile of the McLean Asylum,

10 unless in cases of immediate danger,

1 Sect. 7. The corporation hereby established may,
2 at any time, transfer their property and franchise to

3 either of the companies with whose railroad the rail-
-4 road hereby established shall unite or connect.

1 Sect. 8. The corporation hereby established, by
2 a vote of its stockholders, at a meeting called for that
3 purpose, may unite with the Grand Junction Railroad
4 and Depot Company: provided, the stockholders of
5 such last-named corporation shall, at a meeting called
6 for the purpose, agree to the same ; and, upon such
7 union, the united companies shall assume the name of
8 the Grand Junction Railroad and Depot Company,
9 and shall possess all the franchises, rights, and privi-

-10 leges, and be subject to all the duties, restrictions, and
11 liabilities, which the companies, so united, had enjoyed
12 and been subject to, under their respective charters.
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1 Sect. 9. The legislature may authorize any com-
-2 pany to enter with a railroad upon, and use the rail-
-3 road hereby established, or any part thereof, by com-
-4 plying with such reasonable rules and regulations as
5 the Union Railroad Company may prescribe, or as
6 may be determined according to the provisions of
7 law.

1 Sect. 10. The legislature may, after the expira-
-2 tion of four years from the time when said railroad
3 shall be opened for use, from time to time, alter or
4 reduce the rate of toll, and other profits upon said
5 railroad; but said tolls or profits shall not, without the
6 consent of said company, be so reduced as to pro-
-7 duce less than ten per cent, per annum upon the
8 investment of said company.

1 Sect. 11. If the location of said railroad shall
2 not be filed within eighteen months, or if the said
3 company shall not complete the railroad, as provided
4 in the second section of this act, with at least one
5 track, within three years from the passage of this act,
6 the same shall be void.




