
SENATE No. •i9.

The Joint Committee on Prisons, to whom was referred the
petition of the sheriff of the county of Worcester, praying that
the county commissioners of said county may be authorized to
provide for the moral and religious instruction of those confined
in the jail and house of correction in said county, have fully
considered the subject, and report that, in their opinion, the
public interest would be very much promoted by making pro-
vision for the moral and religious instruction of those confined
in jails and houses of correction. It seems to be in accordance
with the genius of our institutions to prevent crime, as well as
to punish the guilty. Many, no doubt, who are guilty of crime,
do it under peculiar circumstances, having had no education
or religious instruction in their youth—and are cast abroad in
the wide world, in the company of the vicious, and by them
urged on in the school of vice, (the only school which they
have had an opportunity to attend,) until they commit some
crime, which the law takes cognizance of, and they are thrust
into confinement; while, under different circumstances, some of
them, at least, would have been useful members of society, and
would still, with proper treatment, notwithstanding their former
courses, go from their confinement thoroughly reformed, and
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spend the remainder of their life as honest artisans, and become
useful members of society. It appears to your committee, that
humanity requires and demands, that all that can consistently
be done to reclaim this class of the community, should be done,
not only in the county of Worcester, but in all the counties in
the Commonwealth. Your committee therefore report the ac-
companying bill.

TRUMAN CLARKE,
Chairman.



SENATE—No. 29,1848.]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty-
Eight.

AN ACT
To provide for the Instruction of Prisoners in Jails and

Houses of Correction.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, asfolloivs:
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1 Sect. 1. The county commissioners of the several
2 counties in this Commonwealth are hereby authorized,
3 at their discretion, and at the expense of their respec-
-4 tive counties, to provide moral and religious instruction
5 for the prisoners confined in the jails and houses of
6 correction of their respective counties.

1 Sect. 2. The inspectors of prisons in the several
2 counties shall cause to be transmitted, in their annual
3 returns to the governor, a statement of the expense
4 incurred in carrying this act into effect in their respec-
-5 tive counties.

1 Sect. 3. This act shall take effect from and after
2 its passage.
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