SENATE

No. 48.

MESSAGE.

To the House

of Representatives:

I transmit to the Honorable House, for the use of the Legislature, a Report of the Commissioner, appointed under a Resolve
of April Bth, 1846, “Relating to the Survey of the Harbor of
New Bedford.”
GEO. N. BRIGGS.
Council Chamber, Feb. 23, 1848.
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REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONER
Appointed under a Resolve of April 8, 1846, “relating to the
Survey of the Harbor of New Bedford.”

Boston. Feb. 21st, 1848.
Pursuant to a resolve of the General Court of the Bth April,
1846, authorizing his excellency the governor to appoint one or
more commissioners to take, or cause to be taken, an accurate
survey and soundings of the harbor of New Bedford, and to report whether any injury has arisen, or is to be apprehended,
from the authority given by law to the owners of lots adjoining the Accushnet River, to erect and maintain wharves, extending to the channel of. the river : whether any alteration ol
said law is necessary, in order to preserve unimpaired the free
navigation of said river, and to prevent injury to the harbor by
encroachments from either side ; and whether it is necessary to
define limits in the harbor by established lines, beyond which,
no individual shall be allowed to extend his wharf, or to lay
vessels, while secured to any wharf now built or that may hereafter be erected; said commissioners to give at least ten days
notice of the time and place of their meeting, by publishing the
a
same three times, in the New Bedford Mercury, and leaving
one
with
copy thereof with the town-clerk of New Bedford, and
the town-clerk of Fairhaven, so that all persons interested may
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appear and be heard,, in relation to the same; and to make report of their doings on or before the first day of January next,
to the governor and council, with such plans or other sufficient
representations and descriptions thereof, as shall clearly show
and exhibit the same, which report and plans shall bo laid before the legislature by the governor
The subscriber, whom your excellency has been pleased to
appoint commissioner, in accordance with the aforesaid resolve,
would

REPORT:
That soon after I had received my commission, I wrote to Dr.
A. D. Bache, superintendent of the coast survey, and obtained
a printed chart of New Bedford Harbor; but it proved, upon
examination, to have been projected upon a scale quite too small
to answer the purposes for which it was procured. I then wrote
Dr. Bache for a copy of his largest plain table-chart, from
which the printed chart had been reduced ; and with pleasure I
acknowledge the kiudness of Dr. Bache, in complying with
my request.
This chart was also found to have been drawn upon a scale
too small to show, with sufficient distinctness, the forms of the
wharves and their relative positions ; neither had the wharves,
shores, and other objects been delineated with sufficient minuteness, and the soundings represented sufficiently numerous, to
admit of enlargement, so as to show sufficiently clear and distinct the minutiae of their forms and relative positions, necessary
in a description, to define the boundary lines contemplated to be
drawn, in the resolve aforesaid.
Having thus exhausted every known source from which to
obtain a suitable chart, there seemed to be no other resource
left than to have the whole inner harbor surveyed. I then visited New Bedford, and, in company with Calvin Staples, Esq.,
minutely viewed the harbor; and it being apparent that there
was danger to be apprehended that the free navigation of the
harbor would be, if it had not already been, impaired by the ex-
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tension of wharves, I engaged Mr. Staples to make the neces
sary surveys and chart. The season had now somewhat ad
vanced, and cold weather being near at hand, and as there appeared no pressing necessity to require the completion of the
work, to which I might add, that Mr. Staples’s engagements and
my own being such, that a delay would be desirable to us both,
it was thought best to defer the remainder of the work to
another season. I therefore reported to your excellency the
progress of the work, with a desire that further timebe allowed.
On the sixteenth of February, 1847, the general court passed
Resolved, That the further time
the following resolve, viz.:
of one year be allowed to the commissioners who were appointed by his excellency the governor, by virtue of a resolve
passed April the eighth, eighteen hundred and forty-six, entitled a resolve relating to the survey of the harbor of New Bedford ; and that their report be made on or before the first day
of January, 1848, to the governor and council.”
In the course of the past season, Mr. Staples completed the
surveys and the chart which accompanies this report. Having
served the town clerk of Fairhaven and the city clerk of New
Bedford, with the notice required by the resolve of the Bth
of April, 1846, relating to the survey of the harbor of New Bedford, and published the same in the newspapers of the city, a
meeting was held in accordance therewith, on the 21st day of
December last.
Having heard all persons who desired to speak, and duly
considered the subject, we proceeded to trace the lines upon the
map, to define and fix limits, beyond which, no wharf shall be
extended.
Before we proceed to describe and define the relative position
of these lines or limits, I would state that, with a view to determine the extent of the harbor that would be liable to be injured
by the erection of wharves, under the authority given, to the
owners of lots adjoining the Accushnet River, to “extend and
maintain wharves extending to the channel of said river,” we
examined the charts obtained of Dr. Bache, and the State map,
and were of opinion, that, south of Palmer’s Island, no such liability or danger existed; we therefore fixed, for the southern
“
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limits of our survey, the southern extremity of Palmer’s Island;
and for the northern limits, a point a short distance north of the
railroad wharf; but were induced, by remarks made by some of
the citizens of New Bedford, to extend our surveys farther, to a
small landing-place, called Belleville; beyond this point, northerly, the channel is so narrow as to render its navigation very
difficult, and worthless in a commercial point of view. The
limits thus fixed, contain the whole of the inner harbor, and are
sufficiently extensive to furnish ample room for wharves, to
supply all the wants of industry and commercial enterprise for
years to come.
With respect to injuries to the harbor already done, I would
state, that apparently, the heads of the wharves projecting from
Fish Island, on one side, and from the shores of the city, on the
other, have been extended so near each other, as to render it
somewhat difficult and troublesome for ships, bound to or from
the wharves above the bridge, to pass freely through the channel between them, particularly when these wharves are occupied by ships lying at their heads; but, upon inquiry, we ascertained that several of the heads of these wharves covered large,
and, formerly, dangerous rocks or ledges, and, so far from being
an injury to the free navigation of the harbor, afford to vessels
bound up or down this channel, the convenience of leading
them (as it were) safely, by means of lines, and preventing
them from the liability to injury against rocks; a facility that
could not be enjoyed in so great perfection without them.
The narrow limits of this channel, viz : from Pile Wharf
upon Fish Island side, and from Central Wharf upon the city
side, northerly to the bridge, demand a regulation that will
permit only one ship at a time to lie abreast the heads of the
wharves occupying this space, and such other wharves as may
be hereafter built. It would be proper to extend the same regulations above the bridge, whenever and wherever wharves are
erected, and extended to the limitation lines, as far north as
Samuel Rodman’s wharf; and again from opposite Pond Street,
to Bellville Landing; or, to express our meaning generally in
other words, the channel from Central Wharf northerly to
Samuel Rodman’s wharf, and from a point opposite Pond
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Street to Bellville, should never be encumbered with more than
one vessel outside of the limitation lines on each side of the
channel, whenever it may be necessary for other vessels to pass
through said channel. Also, a like regulation respecting the
channel-way between Crow Island and the mainland, on the
Fairhaven side of the harbor, should be adopted, if wharves
should ever be there built. The remainder of the harbor, it is
believed, is so open and expansive as to need no special regulations respecting vessels lying at the heads of the wharves.
In determining the position of these limitation lines, individual
rights have not been lost sight of. It has been our endeavor to
so arrange the lines as to best accommodate both individuals
and the public; and in a few instances, where we found the
heads of the wharves in a dilapidated state, we have fixed the
limitation line in such a manner, as to leave sufficient room to
make substantial repairs; believing it to be much safer and
better to cover a ledge or pile of loose stone with substantial
wharves, than to leave them in a condition for ships to touch

upon.
The openings in the New Bedford and Fairhaven bridge,
through which the tide ebbs and flows, both on the east and
west sides of Fish Island, are a matter of great importance, so
far as it respects the harbor. The currents which pass these
openings, have a tendency to scour and keep the bottom free
from deposits of mud and other matter. We therefore think it
of great importance to the wharflng interest on the west of Fish
Island, both above and below the bridge, to maintain these
openings as large as practicable with the safety of the bridge,
because the greater the quantity of water that can be made to
pass between the stone wharf on Fish Island, and Parkers
wharf in the city, the stronger and more extended will the current be, and of course its benefits will be felt and extended to
its greatest distance. We, therefore, do not hesitate, again to
urge the protection of these openings.
Upon the east of Fish Island, we do not think there is a like
necessity for so much opening as now exists. The more we
contract the openings, the stronger will be the currents, not only
on the east of the island, but also on the west; and it is our
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opinion, if these currents be judiciously managed, that a channel-way may be extended from the deep water on the east of
Fish Island to the deep water of the harbor below, and these
currents will be found sufficiently strong to keep it open. A
draw may then with advantage be placed upon the east of
Fish Island, through which the vessels may safely and more
conveniently pass than through the confined passage in which
the present draw is situated. We see no objection to closing
the openings from Pope’s Island to the limitation line.
A reference to the map will be necessary for a correct understanding of the description of the several lines of limitation
which rve have determined.
We first describe the map generally.
In order to have a correct map, it is evident we must have
correct surveys; in making these surveys, let it suffice to say,
that such methods were instituted as seemed to best suit our
purposes of obtaining the object desired, and these methods
Avere varied Avith the varying circumstances.
Having completed our surveys, Ave proceed to make the map
or chart of the harbor, Avhich Ave hereAvith present upon a scale
of two hundred feet to the inch. The plans of the conventional
signs Avhich are used, are similar to those adopted by the coast
survey. The figures upon the chart, mark the points Avhere
the soundings were taken, and indicate the depth of Avater in
leet at mean loav- Avater.
Upon inspection, there will be seen a series of Avaving or circular lines. These lines determine boundaries to the different
depths of Avater, each different depth being distinguished by a
different shade, Avhich is produced in the drarving by a greater
or less number of dots in a given space.
The first and darkest shades represent that portion of the
shores betAveen high and mean loav water, Avhich is left bare by
the receding of the tide. The mean ebb and Uoav of the tide
has been found equal to 4.92 licet.
The second shade, being a degree lighter than the first, represents that portion of the harbor betAveen mean loav Avater and
soundings, shorving a depth of Avater equal to 6 feet at mean

low

Avater.
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second, rep-

resents that portion of the harbor between 6 and 12 feet soundings at mean low water.

The fourth shade, being somewhat lighter than the third,
represents that portion of the harbor between 12 and 18 feet
soundings at mean low water.
The fifth is without shade, being perfectly white, and represents the portion of the harbor where the water is more than 18
feet deep at mean low water.
Description of the lines established as the limits, beyond
which no wharf shall be extended: —Commencing at a point
near the Smoking Rocks, to find which, measure from the
south side of South Street, eight hundred and twenty-seven feet
in the east line of South Water Street; thence easterly, at right
angles with the east line of South Water Street, seventeen hundred and fifty-three feet, to the aforesaid point of commencement; thence in a line northerly, until it intersects a line drawn
easterly, by the north face of Merrell’s Wharf, two hundred
feet from the head *of said wharf, and thirteen hundred and
twenty feet from the east line of said street; thence in a line
northerly, until it intersects a line drawn by the north line of
Central Wharf, twenty feet easterly from the present head of
said wharf, which point of intersection will be seven hundred
and seventy-four feet easterly of the east line of North Water
Street; thence a line northerly, to the north-east corner of
the south spur of Rotche’s Wharf, seven hundred and thirtyfive feet easterly of the east line of said street; thence a line
to the north-east corner of Hazzard’s Wharf, five hundred and
ninety-five feet easterly of said street; thence a line to the northeast corner of Parker’s Wharf, thirty-one feet southerly of the
New Bedford and Fairhaven Bridge; thence westerly, by the
north face of said wharf, ninety-one feet, to the head of the dock,
and four hundred and ninety-five feet easterly from the east line
of said NorthWater Street; thence a line northerly, crossing the
New Bedford and Fairhaven Bridge, to the south-east corner of
Samuel Rodman’s Wharf, and five hundred and fifty-nine feet
easterly of the east line of said street; thence a line northerly,
until it intersects a line drawn easterly, by the south side of the
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and forty feet easterly of the
and
thousand and fifty feet easttwo
east line of Orange Street,
east
line
of Purchase Street; thence a line northerly of the
erly, until it intersects the north boundary line of Benjamin
Rodman’s farm, twenty-three hundred and sixty feet easterly
of the east line of County Road, and four hundred and fifty
feet easterly from the north-east corner of a Sea Wall, in said
boundary line; thence a line northerly, until it intersects a line
drawn east, from a point two hundred and twenty-five feet
northerly from the south boundary line of Haydon Coggeshall’s
farm, in the east line of County Street, twenty-seven hundred
and twenty-five feet east of the east line of said County Road,
thence a line northerly, until it intersects the north boundary
line of said Coggeshall’s farm, as it passes said County Road,
twenty-six hundred feet easterly of the east line of said road;
thence a line northerly, until it intersects a line drawn easterly,
by the south boundary line of the Public Landing, at Bellville,
three hundred and eighty feet easterly of the east line of Bellville Road, leading to the head of Accushnet River.
The foregoing lines, extend from the Smoking Rocks, near
Palmer’s Island, to Bellville Landing, and define limits to all the
wharf privileges of the inner harbor, with the exception of the
islands belonging to the city.
For the purpose of permanently establishing said lines, and
believing that the lines of the streets are better fixed than any
other landmarks we could well resort to, we have measured, as
described in the foregoing, from the said streets, eastward in
lines either corresponding with, or parallel to, the ancient boundaries of the original lots.
We would here remark, that the lines of limitation referred to
above, and all other limitation lines we shall hereafter describe,
are drawn upon the map in blue ink. And the red dotted lines
extending from the streets referred to in the foregoing, or hereafter referred to, represent the lines measured from said streets
to angles in the blue or limitation lines and when said meas;
ured lines correspond with the sides of streets, they possess no
distinguishing marks.
lor the purpose of establishing limits to the wharf privileges
2
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on the Fairhaven side of the harbor, we commence at a point,
six hundred and eighty feet from the east line of Bell ville Road,
leading to the head of said river, on the New Bedford side, and
three hundred feet easterly of the last point in the description
of the limitation lines on the New Bedford side ; thence in a line
southerly, until it intersects the north boundary line of Willard
Nye’s farm, on the New Bedford side, and thirty-two hundred
feet easterly from the east line of County Road, in said New
Bedford; thence a line southerly, until it intersects the line
which runs east from a point two hundred and twenty-five feet
north of the south line of Haydon Coggeshall’s farm, four hundred and fifty feet east of the limitation line established upon
the New Bedford side of the harbor; thence a line southerly,
until it intersects a line drawn easterly by the north line of
Pond Street, in said New Bedford, twenty-seven hundred and
seventy feet from the east line of Purchase Street; thence a line
in the direction of the west abutment of the New Bedford and
Fairhaven bridge on Pope’s Island, until it intersects a line
drawn westerly by the north line of a street running easterly by
Bartholomew Taber’s house, in Fairhaven; thence easterly in
said intersected line, to a point thirteen hundred and sixty feet
westerly of the west line of Main Street, in said Fairhaven;
thence a line southerly, to the east abutment of the aforesaid
bridge on Fairhaven side, five hundred and fifty-nine feet
westerly of the west line of Main street, in said Fairhaven;
thence a line southerly until it intersects a line drawn westerly
by the south line of a street leading to the river, by Abner
Pease’s house, nine hundred and twenty feet westerly of the
west line of Main Street, in said Fairhaven; thence a line
southerly to the head of Delano’s Wharf, three hundred and
ten feet westerly of the west line of Water Street; thence a line
southerly until it intersects a line corresponding with the north
side of the Old South wharf, and twenty feet westerly from the
head of said wharf, and eight hundred and twenty feet westerly of the west line of Water Street; thence a line southerly,
parallel with Water street, until it intersects a line drawn westerly by the south side of Central Wharf; thence aline southerly
and easterly, until it intersects a line drawn west from a point
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five hundred feet northerly, from the corner of a street leading
down on Wm. R. Rodman’s wharf, and nine hundred and thirty-five feet west, from the west line of road leading to the fort;
thence a line southerly, until it intersects a line drawn west
from the fort, and eight hundred and thirty feet west from the
west wall of said fort.
Description of the lines established as the limits beyond
which no wharf shall be extended from Fish Island.—The
lines around this island commence at the west abutment of the
New Bedford and Fairhaven Bridge, on said island, and at the
north-west corner thereof; thence, northerly, by the wall of the
wharf, one hundred feet; thence, a line at right angles with
said wall, westerly, one hundred feet; thence, a line northerly,
being one hundred feet westerly from the north-west corner of
said wall, to a point intersecting a line at right angles, drawn
from the north-east corner of the wall of said wharf; thence, by
said line easterly, to the said north-east corner; thence, southerly, by the face of said wharf, crossing the bridge, to a point
intersecting a line at right angles, drawn from a point in a line
corresponding with the head of the Pile Wharf, and one hundred and twenty feet easterly of the south-west corner of said
wharf; thence, by aforesaid line, to the point before named
thence, a line northerly, to the south-west corner of Stone
Wharf, and by the face of the head of said wharf, to the northeast corner; thence, by the wall of said wharf, easterly, to a
stone wall, and by said wall, crossing the said bridge, to the
place of beginning.
Description of the lines established as the limits beyond which
no wharves shall be extended from Pope’s Island,-—commencing at the east abutment of the New Bedford and Fairhaven
bridge, on said island, and at the north-east corner thereof;
thence in a line, in direction of the south-east corner of Railroad
Wharf, seventeen hundred and ninety-three and feet; said
line continued, intersects a line by the south side of (he Railroad
wharf, five hundred and forty feet easterly from the east line
of Orange Street; thence a line
westerly at an angle of 130°
five hundred
thence a line southerly and westerly at an
angle of 142° nine hundred and thirty feet; thence crossing said

■

feet;
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bridge in a line southerly and easterly, at an angle of 91° sixteen hundred feet; thence easterly a line at an angle of 120°,
twelve hundred and ten feet; thence a line northerly and easterly at an angle of 131° three hundred and ninety-six and
feet, to the place of beginning, making an angle of 101° with
the line first described.
Description of the lines established as the limits beyond
which no wharves shall extend from Crow Island, —commencing
at a point thirteen hundred and forty feet westerly from the
west line of Water Street in Fairhaven, and forty feet north of
the parallel of Centre Street; thence three hundred and sixty
feet westerly in said line; thence a line northerly at an angle of
68° ten hundred and sixty feet; thence a line easterly at an
angle of 90° seven hundred and sixty feet; thence a line southerly at an angle of 95° one hundred and eighty-nine feet;
thence a line southerly at an angle of 144°, eight hundred and
fifty-nine and x6g- feet to the place of beginning; making an
angle of 143° with the line first described.
There now remain the wharf-rights attached to Palmer’s
Island. Around this island we have drawn no limitation lines,
believing that many years must pass off before the commercial
enterprise of this place will require wharves from this island.
There appeared to be but one opinion, at the meeting of the
21st December last, respecting the importance of the channel
between Palmer’s Island and Fairhaven, and that opinion was,
that every portion of the water, of sufficient depth to float even
small vessels at high-water, was important for vessels entering or
leaving the harbor with adverse winds, and it would be bad policy
to permit wharves of any considerable magnitude to he projected
therefrom ; we however believe this island will, some day not far
distant, be occupied for some useful purpose. And I understand
that it is now in contemplation to erect a light upon it. In whatever way it may be occupied,—as a light-house station, or for
other purposes,' —it is evident that the occupant or occupants will
need a convenient landing place, and it is recommended that
they be allowed to erect one or more wharves or piers for that
purpose, —not to extend more than one hundred feet from ordinary high-water mark.
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Before we close, we would state that duplicate maps are in
progress, to be deposited with the city authorities of New Bedford and with the town clerk of Fairhaven, and we now await
the action of the legislature upon this report, that it may be
completed in accordance therewith.
All which is respectfully submitted by
Your humble servant,

SIMEON BORDEN,
Commissioner.

To His Excellency George N. Briggs, Governor
monwealth, and his Honorable Councillors.

of

the Com-

