
SENATE No. 49.

To the Honorable Senate and the House of Representatives of
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, in General Court-
assembled :

Betiab Brown, of the town of Fall River, in the county of
Bristol in said Commonwealth, aged seventy-one years, respect-
fully represents, that about fourteen years sincehe purchased a lot
of land in said town ofFall River, within the then acknowledged
limits, and under the jurisdiction of this Commonwealth; that
soon afterwards, with his son, he erected thereon a convenient
dwelling-house, in which, with his aged wife, he has hoped to
reside during the remainder of his days; that he has from the time
of his said purchase, continued to pay taxes for his said house,
and lot in said Fall River, and not elsewhere : and that he has
contributed his full proportion for the erection of school-houses
and other public buildings in said town.

But your petitioner is informed that a line, which has recent-
ly been marked by the erection of stone monuments, as the
boundary line between this Commonwealth and the state of
Rhode Island, has been agreed to, as such boundary, by a ma-
jority of the commissioners; and by this line, his dwelling-
house is set off from Massachusetts and included within the
boundaries of Rhode Island. Now your petitioner declares,
that if the true boundary line between the two states, when as-
certained and established according to the principles of public
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law and justice, shall include his dwelling-house within the
state of Rhode Island, he will submit without a murmur to the
sacrifice which they demand of him. But your petitioner has
long enjoyed, in safety and tranquillity, the b'essings of life
under the stable institutions and beneficent laws of this Com-
monwealth, his children have had and improved the privileges
and advantages for education and moral and religious instruc-
tion, sefured by our constitution and laws, and he has kept as
a cherished hope and expectation that the same advantages
would be the inheritance of his children’s children. If, there-
fore, upon the principles of justice and public law, the line, thus
marked by monuments, is not the true line between the states,
your petitioner prays that it may not be ratified by the legisla-
ture of Massachusetts; and he claims of the Commonwealth
that protection of his just rights and privileges, to which, as one
of her citizens, he is entitled, and which he confidently trusts
and believes she will never refuse or neglect to give. And as
in duty bound will ever believe and pray.

BERIAH BROWN,

SARAH BROWN.
Fall River, January 6//i, 1848.

the hand of his daughter,
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To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, in General Court as-
sembled :

Whereas, The true and just boundary line between this State
and the State of Rhode Island, contiguous to this town, is the
middle or channel of the Providence and Seekonk Rivers, and
whereas, the majority of the present Massachusetts commis-
sioners have agreed with the Rhode Island commissioners, to a
line of ordinary high-water mark, on the easterly side of said
rivers; and before the action of the general court could be had
on said agreement, and the various petitions and remonstrances
from this, and the other towns on the line, have proceeded to
erect monuments in various parts of this town, not at high-
water mark merely, but far above the same, so as to transfer
the jurisdiction of the whole river to Rhode Island, as well as a
belt of territory, several rods in width, above and below high-
water mark, on our whole western line, from the north-west to
the south-west extremity thereof, including several islands ;

Therefore , Resolved, That this town, in town-meeting assem-
bled, do solemnly protest and object to said agreement, the action
of said commissioners, and the erection of monuments wholly
within, and far upon, the limits of this town, and the territory
of this Commonwealth.

Resolved , That this extraordinary procedure of the majority
of the commissioners ought not to prejudice the general court In
favor of the adoption of any other than the true line.

Resolved, That Leonard Walker, Esq., representative of this
town to the general court, be requested and instructed to use
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his utmost endeavors to prevent the ratification of a line so
manifestly unjust to the citizens of this and the neighboring
towns, and in direct contravention of the just rights, the honor,
and the dignity of this Commonwealth.

Resolved , That a copy of the foregoing preamble and resolves,
signed by the moderator of this meeting, and attested by the
town clerk, be forwarded to the general court, at the ensuing
session.

VIALL MEDBERY, Moderator.
True copy,

Attest, PRESERVED T. ABELL,
Town Clerk of Seekonk.

Seekonk, Jan, 3, 1848.


