
SENATE No. 64.

To the Honorable Legislature of the Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts:—

The agent of the Charles River and Warren Bridges hereby
makes the annual report of his doings, as agent, to which
is added an account of receipts and expenditures the past
year, as is required by law, relating to said bridges.

It was stated, in the last report, that the block pavement on the
Warren Bridge was much worn, and that it would require exten-
sive repairs. This has been done, in part. On the Charlestown
side of the draw, the blocks have been removed, and the carriage-
way has been covered, on the top of the ribbands, with two
thicknesses of two-inch plank, laid lengthwise of the bridge—-
the lower one, of white pine, and the upper one, of spruce_
The Boston side of the draw will be repaired in a manner to
conform to the change to be made by the Fitchburg Railroad
Company, in the crossing said bridge with their road; the said
railroad company are now constructing their bridge, and also
the new arm to the Warren Bridge,—all which will probably
be completed by the first of July next.

The mode of planking the Charles River Bridge has been
changed, by substituting two thicknesses of plank, instead of
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one, of five inches, as formerly; the lower one, of white pine,
three inches thick, is first placed crosswise, —the upper one, of
spruce, two inches thick, placed lengthwise. This method
makes a better surface for the travel, and can be maintained at
a less cost than the old method.

The past year, thirty-two hundred and seventy-nine vessels
have passed upward, through the draw of the Charles River
Bridge. Of this number, twenty-seven hundred and twenty-
four have passed the draw of the Warren Bridge.

The receipts and expenditures for both bridges, for the year
ending the 31st December, 1847, as follows

Receipts.
From the state treasurer, . . . $6,500 00

“ rent of toll-houses, and sale of old materials, 345 43
Balance due agent, . .

• • 1 27

Total, .... $6,846 70

Expenditures.
For balance due agent, per last account, . $1 92
“ hoisting draws, and lighting lamps, . S6B 00
“ labor—repairs, . 1,126 87
“ materials of wood, &c., (of which there is on

hand the amount of $2,500, for future use,) 4,402 21
“ oil for lamps, .... 147 70
“ agent’s salary, ....

300 00

Total, .... $6,846 70

All which is respectfully submitted,

BBEN. BARKER, Agent.

Charlestown, Jan. 24, 1848,


