
SENATE....No. 72.

The Joint Committee on Railways and Canals, to which was
committed the Petition of the Boston and Lowell Railroad Cor-
poration, praying that authority may he granted to them to
locate and construct a Branch Railroad in the City of Lowell,
and to alter a part of the location of a Branch Railroad, which
they were authorized and empowered to locate and construct,
by an act passed April 24, 1847, report the accompanying Bill.

A, D. FOSTER, Chairman.
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In Senate, March 8, 1848.



Eight.

AN ACT

Concerning the Boston and Lowell Railroad Corporation.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows:

1 Sect. 1. The Boston and Lowell Railroad Corpo-
-2 ration are hereby authorized to locate, construct, and
3 maintain, a branch railroad in Lowell, beginning at the
4 point where their main railroad track crosses Thorndike
5 street, on the northerly side of said Thorndike street;
6 thence, diverging by a curve from said main railroad,
7 in a westerly direction, and crossing the Pawtucket
8 Canal, by a bridge between the present bridge of said
9 main railroad, and that which connects Thorndike

10 street and Fletcher street; thence, crossing the tracks
11 of the Nashua and Lowell Railroad and Dutton street,
12 at grade; and thence proceeding to a lot of land, situ-
-13 ated and bounding on the westerly side of said Dutton
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14 street, and between said Fletcher street and the West-
-15 ern Canal.

1 Sect. 2. The said corporation are hereby author-
-2 ized to widen their present bridge across Charles
3 River, on the east side thereof, between I lie existing
4 pier, upon which the draw now slides, and the solid
5 ground lying south-east of the same, and opposite the
6 southerly end of the said bridge : provided, the struc-
-7 ture erected for the purpose of widening said bridge,
8 shall not exceed twenty-two feet in width at said
9 draw-pier, and thirty-seven feet in width at said solid

10 ground: and provided, further, that said addition or
11 widening shall be built on piles, and in a manner least
12 to obstruct the flow of the water, and under the direc-
-13 tion, and to the satisfaction, of a commissioner, to be
14 appointed by the governor and council.

1 Sect. 3. The said corporation shall, with respect
2 to the branch aforesaid, in Lowell, hereby authorized,
3 be subject to all the duties, liabilities, and restrictions,
4 and shall have all the powers and privileges, provided
5 in the thirty-ninth chapter of the Revised Statutes,
6 and all general laws which are now, or may hereafter
7 be in force, relating to railroad corporations in this
8 Commonwealth.

1 Sect. 4. The said railroad corporation shall in-
-2 damnify the city of Lowell against all loss or damage
3 which they may suffer or incur, or which may be re-
-4 covered against the said city, by reason of the said
5 branch crossing Dutton street.
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1 Sect. 5. The motive power to be used by the
2 said railroad corporation, upon the said branch, and
3 the rate of speed thereon, may be regulated and con-
-4 trolled by any ordinance of the city of Lowell.

1 Sect. 6. The said railroad corporation, in the con-
-2 struction of said branch road, shall not, without the
3 consent of the proprietors of the locks and canals on
4 Merrimack River, in any manner obstruct the Paw-
-5 tucket Canal, or the tow-path by the side of the same.

1 Sect. 7. This act shall take effect from and after
2 its passage.


