
SENATE. No. 5.

Ordered, That Messrs. Walker and Upham, with such as the
House may join, be a Committee to consider and report what
measures can be adopted to expedite the business, and shorten
the session, of the present Legislature.

Sent down for concurrence.

CHAS. CALHOUN, Clerk.

House of Representatives, January 9, 1850

Concurred, and Messrs. Lawrence, of Belchertown,
Gray, of Boston,
Griswold, of Greenfield,
Story, of Salem, and
Wilson, of Natick,

are joined.
CIIAS. W. STOREY, Clerk.

(TommontoraUtj of Jtfassartmsetts.

In Senate January 9, 1850.
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CommonUicaUij of i&assartjusttts.

In Senate, January 11, 1850.

The Committee appointed to consider and report what measures
can be adopted to expedite the business, and shorten the ses-
sion, of the present Legislature, submit the following

REPORT.

A short session of the present Legislature has been recom-
mended by the Governor of this Commonwealth in his annual
message, is demanded by the voice of the people, and desired
by a great majority of the members belonging to both branches.

It is generally believed that three months afford sufficient
time for all needful legislation in Massachusetts; yet past Legis-
latures have often been extended greatly beyond that limit, and
unless some special efforts are made to accelerate the business of
the present session, it is not to be supposed that, in point of
length, there will be any improvement upon the past.

We seem called upon, therefore, to adopt, at the earliest oppor-
tunity, any measures that may be adapted to secure the desired
end, —a short yet efficient session.

It cannot have escaped the notice of any one at all conversant
with the doings of our past Legislatures, that a great part of
the first half of the session is spent in comparative inactivity,
while the latter part is so crowded with business, that much of
it cannot receive that deliberate consideration which the public
interests demand.

That so little is done during the early part of the session is
owing to the fact that all business is at once referred to commit-
tees, and no action is taken on any subject until the committee
having it in charge has reported thereon. If, from any cause
whatever, these committees fail to report speedily, as they often
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have done heretofore, the business of the Legislature is retarded,
and the time mostly lost.

To expedite the action of these committees, is to expedite the
business of the Legislature; and to obtain reports from them at
the earliest moment is an object of the first importance. But
this cannot be expected, unless the committees have time and
opportunity to examine the various topics submitted to their
consideration; and such time and opportunity, it is believed,
the committees have not heretofore had at their command.

The two Houses have generally met at 10 or 11 o’clock, each
morning; and, after remaining in session one or two hours,
with little or nothing to do, have adjourned. The committees,
as they include at least one-half of all the members of both
branches of the Legislature, cannot hold their sittings while the
two Houses are in session, and thus nearly all the forenoon is
lost to the committees, while little is or can be accomplished by
the Senate or House. In the afternoon, owing to the facilities
afforded by railroads, (a comparatively new fact in our his-
tory,) a large number of the members return to their homes,
and all the committees are consequently broken up, and unable
to hold any sessions to advantage. Thus the action of the
committees is retarded, and they proceed but slowly with their
appropriate duties; they fail to be prompt in making their re-
ports, and the time of the Legislature is wasted by delay. If
this difficulty were removed, and the committees were to hold
their sessions in the early part of the day, it is believed that
their reports would be brought much more speedily before the
two Houses.

To effect this desirable object, your Committee recommend
that an order be passed by each branch of the Legislature, di-
recting its committees to hold their meetings between the hours
of 9 and 12, each day, and at such other times as they may
deem expedient, until the business referred to them has been
matured: and, to enable them to do this, that each branch com-
mence its session at 12 o’clock at noon, until the committees
have so far reported as to make an earlier time of meeting expe-
dient. This arrangement will afford ample time to the commit-
tees for the discharge of their duties; meanwhile, the two
Houses will have sufficient time for the dispatch of all business
that can come before them.
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In order further to insure the prompt attention of every com-
mittee to its appropriate duties, it is recommended that the
Speaker of the House and the President of the Senate be re-
quested to call upon the chairman of each committee, at the
commencement of Monday’s session, to report upon the business
entrusted to his care.

And, to bring the session to a close within a reasonable time,
it is further recommended, that no petition for any special act
of legislation be referred to any committee after the first day of
March.

That these measures may be carried out, your Committee
unanimously report the following orders, which, if adopted, they
recommend should be published in all newspapers authorized to
publish the laws of the Commonwealth.

Respectfully submitted,

AMASA WALKER, Chairman.

Ordered , That each Standing Committeebe instructed to hold
a session each day between the hours of 9 and 12, until the
business pending before it be disposed of.

Ordered, That the Chairman of each of the Standing Com-
mittees of each House, and of each of the Special Committees,
be called upon by the presiding officer, on Monday morning of
each week, to make a report upon the business before his com-
mittee.

Ordered, That no petition for any act of special legislation
shall be referred to any committee after the first day of March
next.


