
SENATE....No. 7.

To His Excellency , George N. Briggs, Governor, and to the
Honorable Executive Council of the Commomvealth of Mas-
sachusetts :

The Commissioners for erecting the State Reform School
buildings, at Westborough, having, as they suppose, discharged
their commission in full, herewith present, for settlement, their
final account. All bills incurred by them have been paid, with
one exception. In regard to that one, they state the following
facts, because they have reason to believe it will be brought to
the notice of the Legislature, by petition from Mr. Isaac Melvin.

The Commissioners, for selecting a site and procuring plans of
buildings for this school, upon the recommendation of Capt. Dan-
iel Chandler, then Superintendent of the House of Refuge for
Juvenile Offenders at South Boston, employed Mr. Isaac Mel-
vin, architect, to draw the plans, which they were to procure
and present to the consideration of the Legislature. He per-
formed that service, and furnished written explanations of the
plans, for which he charged, and was paid, the sum oi two hun-
dred dollars. Those plans came into the hands of the present
Commissioners, and, with some variations, were adopted by
them.

As stated in former reports, the Commissioners employed
Elias Carter and James S. Savage, Esquires, both reliable and
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competent men, to superintend the erection of the buildings.
“Working plans” and “specifications” were necessary, and
might have been prepared by them ; but they thought profes-
sional courtesy required that Mr. Melvin should have opportu-
nity to prepare all the plans, as he had furnished the design.
They were therefore authorized to employ Mr. Melvin to draw
the “working plans,” and to write out the “specifications.”
What he did will appear from the papers herewith presented.
His claim for the service was three hundred and fifty-eight
dollars ($358).

Mr. Carter has for years been extensively employed as an
architect and builder, and Mr. Savage is well known as the
builder of the Bunker Hill Monument, and other extensive
works in Boston and its vicinity. Both these gentlemen con-
sidered fifty dollars to be an ample compensation for the service
rendered by Mr. Melvin, and more than it was worth.

Not to rely on their judgment alone, two other competent ar-
chitects were asked for what they would do the like work. One
said, for thirty dollars; the other, for fifty dollars. The Com-
missioners wished to have no difficulty with Mr. Melvin, and to
leave nothing pertaining to their duties undischarged. They,
therefore, directed Mr. Savage to tender to Mr. Melvin the sum
of seventy-five dollars. It was done, and the tender declined.
Subsequently, the subscribers had an interview with Mr. Mel-
vin, discussed the whole matter, and the tender of seventy-five
dollars was, by them, renewed. Mr. Melvin declined it again,
saying, that he told Mr. Savage he would rather have nothing
than so inadequate a compensation, and he adhered to that
decision. The subscribers could not justify themselves in pay-
ing more than they tendered, and thus the claim remains unsat-
isfied. They forbear making any comments, however great the
temptation to make them. They are satisfied that they have
done their duty.

By the lamented sickness and death of Mr. Pomeroy, the sub-
scribers have been deprived of his counsel and assistance in
closing their commission. He was able, however, to advise with
them in regard to every thing except the very last item of work
done.

ALFRED DWIGHT FOSTER,
ROBERT RANTOUL.

October 15, 1849.
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Commonwealth of Massachusetts in account with Alfred Dwight
Foster and Robert Rantoul, surviving members of the Com-
mission for erecting the State Reform School buildings at
Westborough.

Dr.
For paying balance due Messrs. Carter & Savage,

February 7, 1849, $3360 83
“ “ Messrs. Carter & Savage sundry expend-

itures since February 7, 1849, . . . 1373 15
“ Messrs. Carter & Savage 5 per cent, com-

mission, on $1373 15, 68 66
“ “ Mr. Rantoul, for expenses and services, 290 92
“ “ Mr. Pomeroy, “ “ “ 284 75
“ Mr. Foster, ,£ “ “ 276 28
“ “ Jas. S. Savage, bill of crockery bought

by him of Norcross & Co., .... 1000

$5664 59

Contra Cr.
For cash received by Mr. Savage for

bricks not used, and sold, . .
. . $ 15 65

For cash received of State Treasury, 5648 94

Balanced, $5664 59

E. E.
ALFRED DWIGHT FOSTER,
ROBERT RANTOUL.

October 15. 1849.




