
SENATE....No. 20.

The Joint Standing Committee on Agriculture, to whom was
referred so much of the Governor’s Address as relates to an
Agricultural School; the Petition of the Massachusetts Soci-
ety for the promotion of Agriculture; the Petition of the Mid-
dlesex Society of Husbandmen and Manufacturers; the Me-
morial of the Norfolk County Agricultural Society; and the
Memorial of the Trustees of the Essex County Agricultural
Society, severally praying for some action of the Legislature,
that may result in the establishment of an Agricultural School,
present the following

eommontocaUlj of JHassacljusetts.

In Senate, January 31, 1850.

REPO R T.

The Governor, in his address to both branches, at the open-
ing of the Legislature, remarks ;

“ The application of science to agriculture is attracting the
attention of the public, and exciting the interest of those who
are engaged in the cultivation of the earth. A better knowledge
of the qualities of the soil, and of the nature and properties of
the substances necessary to enrich it, than has heretofore been
generally possessed, would greatly increase its productions.
This knowledge maybe derived from science. Chemistry holds
this treasure in its hands. Schools and lectures, publications
and practical experiments are the instruments through which it
is to be attained. Whatever can be done to promote this desira-
ble object, by legislative aid, is due to this most ancient and
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useful of all human pursuits, and that large and respectable
portion of the community who are engaged in it; content with
the bounties received from the earth, this class of our fellow-
citizens have hitherto received but inconsiderable contributions
from the government. I cheerfully commend the subject to your
favorable consideration and action.”

The Trustees of the Massachusetts Society for the promotion
of Agriculture, in their memorial, represent that they are deeply
impressed with the belief that great and important benefits
would result to the community from judicious provision for
agricultural education, and therefore respectfully recommend
the subject to the favorable consideration of the Legislature, and
request their aid in behalf, in such manner as their wisdom may
direct.

The Trustees and other members of the Middlesex Society of
Husbandmen and Manufacturers, <! respectfully represent that,
in their judgment, the general prosperity of the Commonwealth
wouldbe greatly promoted by improvements in the arts of hus-
bandry. They firmly believe, that of the thousands of acres,
which are now unproductive and comparatively worthless, there
is scarcely any which, if subjected to the action of skilful and
scientific industry, might not be increased ten, fifty, and even a
hundred fold in value;-—that a more thorough knowledge of the
nature of the different soils and plants, and the adaptation of one
to the other; that the art of making and applying manures, —

yet but imperfectly practised or understood,-—is susceptible of
much improvement; that more familiar acquaintance with the
best modes of rearing cattle, horses, sheep, swine, and all domes-
tic animals, with the nature of their diseases, and the proper
remedies therefor, is indispensable, on various considerations of
public policy as well as individual profit; and believing, more-
over, that the sentiment of the people of the Commonwealth is
sufficiently awakened to the importance ofall the improvements
herein suggested, we respectfully and earnestly pray that the
Legislature would promptly adopt a course of measures, that
shall result in the establishment of an Agricultural School, sci-
entific, experimental, and practical, for the improvement and
promotion of agriculture and all its kindred arts and employ-
ments.”
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The memorial of the Norfolk County Agricultural Society
respectfully showeth,

“ That in the endeavor to promote the adoption of improved
modes of cultivation within the Commonwealth, it has been
perceived by many of those, who have labored longest in the
cause, that a difficulty exists, which none of the associations
now formed, however useful within their proper sphere, are
competent to remove. This difficulty consists in the want of
some method, by which the youth of this State, disposed to spend
their lives in the pursuits of agriculture, may be enabled to ac-
quire that peculiar species of instruction, at once scientific and
practical, which shall direct their labors on a farm to the best
possible advantage, as well of themselves as of the community,
to which they belong.

At this day it would be needless to direct your attention to
the general duty incumbent upon legislators to raise the standard
of intelligence among the industrious agricultural classes, by
extending to them all attainable means of gaining useful knowl-
edge. From the beginning of the world down to this day, what-
ever other craft may have once flourished and afterwards faded
into oblivion, that of the husbandman has never been intermit-
ted. Neither is it possible that it can cease, without at the same
time impairing human civilization. The speculations of those
political economists, who affirm that the increase of the means
ofsubsistence does not keep up with the growth of population
over the globe, may not to the full extent be true, but it is scarcely
unreasonable to believe the converse of the proposition, that the
increase of population keeps even pace with the extension of the
supply of those elements of sustenance derived from the culti-
vation of the soil. Hence it follows, that agriculture is in truth,
the regulator of the progress of mankind. No country can be
populous and prosperous without attention to it—and exactly in
proportion to the difficulty of securing ample returns from the
simplest and rudest forms of labor, seems to grow the necessity
of substituting art, and of enlisting the aid of science to guide the
application of means to attain the desired ends.

Yet, notwithstanding enlightened men at this day almost uni-
versally concur in the soundness of these propositions, it seems
rather remarkable, that public attention, in nearly every civilized
community, should be directed to almost every form of system-
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atic education other than that, which will create an intelligent
and scientific cultivator. It appears to have been taken for
granted, that nature will make a farmer, whilst regular and long-
continued instruction has been deemed absolutely essential to
the learning every thing else that a man wants to know how to
do well. Hence it is, that agriculture as a pursuit guided by
science, may be affirmed to have advanced less in proportion
than any other form of industry. Much as has been said or
written, since the world began, of the various ways of obtaining
the best returns from lands, no general process of induction
has yet been carried on, through a close observation of the chain
of cause and effect, the results of which can be depended upon, to
save multitudes of every successive generation from wasting
their labor, by falling into the same errors, which have been
committed in turn by each of its predecessors.

The true and only way in the end to reduce this evil of mis-
applied labor, is to call in the higher branches of knowledge to
the support of the industrious man. If he fails in an experi-
ment, it is scarcely enough for him to know that he has failed.
The reason why, is of some consequence to him, in order that he
may not fail when he tries something more. Geology, mineralogy,
natural history, natural philosophy, and most of all, chemistry, are
found, each to furnish some means of saving him from error. Did
the space allow, this truth could be made plain to your honorable
body by many familiar illustrations. Assuming for the moment
that it is undeniable, the question forcibly recurs;—Where,
among all the boasted facilities to learning, of the Massachu-
setts school system, can we look to find the precise spot, at
which an earnest young man may prepare himself, by a course
of study in the aforenamed sciences, and by the application of
them to practice, for the condition so desirable to be cherished
in every community, and so much needed in this,-—that of an
intelligent and skilful cultivator of the soil 1

It should not be disguised that in this Commonwealth, agri-
culture, in those regions, in which the old ways are followed, is
gradually declining. It cannot continue under the severe com-
petition, to which it has been and is exposed from the opening of
the richer soil of the West. Other forms of industry at home,
too, more precarious in their nature, but promising greater im-
mediate returns, are taking the place of it. The younger popu-
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lation as a class, are averse to farming, because they think it
very laborious, and not very profitable; so they seek abroad as
well as at home, for other means of employment. Some of them,
it is true, at a later period of life, and after they have secured a
pecuniary independence, manifest an inclination to return to it.
In other words, it may be said that they lose that part of their
lives, which would fit them to excel as farmers, and only employ,
in the business, that part when it becomes comparatively hard
to learn to profit by much that is new. That systematic study
which is requisite to fit a man to understand at a glance, the va-
rieties of soil and subsoil, to comprehend the nature of the chemi-
cal action upon plants ofdifferent applications made to them, to
bear in mind the habits of insects as well as the forms ofvegeta-
tion, so as to take advantage of all this knowledge in practice,
is to be effectively pursued, most of all, in youth. Experience
alone can, it is true, teach the best modes of economizing the
materials of improvement within a farmer’s reach, but after all,
experience is well known to be a very expensive teacher, and,
what is worse, it seldom teaches more than one scholar at a
time. The annual losses, which are suffered in Massachusetts,
in this kind of school, amount to a sum, enough to endow a sci-
entific institution ten times over. Any species of substitute,
which could be devised to save men from even a part of them,
would be a pemanent public benefit of the most valuablekind.
The only substitutewhich suggests itself to your memorialists, is

to be found in some form or other of education, which shall instil
into the minds of numbers assembled for the purpose, those gen-
eral principles of science, the application of which is now univer-
sally admitted to be of the highest use to agriculture everywhere.
Thus it may be that a new form of occupation may be opened
for the youth of the Commonwealth. A class of skilful and
intelligent persons may be raised up, ready to take the stations
of active managers of farms, and to supply a void, which is now
partially filled by an inferior grade of talent and character from
abroad. It is well known that many individuals, who retire
from active life with the possession of ample pecuniary resources,
earnestly desire to surround themselves with the enjoyments of
refined agricultural life in their last years, but they arc deterred
from making the attempt by their want of knowledge and their
fear of care. Were it possible for such persons to obtain for a
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liberal compensation, trustworthy agents competent to perform
the task of skilful management, it can hardly be doubted that
the greatest obstacle to agricultural enterprise would be removed,
and a new line of employment developed in theCommonwealth,
the value of which, moreover, would not long remain unper-
ceived, far beyond its limits.

It is then, to the expediency of doing something to remedy
what is believed to be a defect in the system of Massachusetts
education, that your memorialists beg leave most respectful-
ly to call the attention of your honorable body. Holding
large means at your command applicable to this end, it is sub-
mitted whether any more advantageous use of a small portion
of them could be made at this moment, than by the organization
of some form of agricultural education within this Common-
wealth. That this idea is by no means novel, is doubtless so
well known to you as to need no explanation of it. In many of
the most enlightened and civilized countries ofEurope, Agricul-
tural Schools have been fostered by government, with results
highly beneficial to the communities, in which they exist. And in
some of the States of this Union, the public attention has already
been so far drawn to the subject, as to justify the belief, that, ere
long, an experiment on this side of the Atlantic will be fully
made.

Whilst it is believed that the views of other states may be of
service to fix the attention of your honorable body to the object
suggested, the hope may reasonably be indulged, that this ancient
Commonwealth, whose best renown has heretofore been associ-
ated with its untiring efforts to disseminate the advantages of
education among all its citizens, will not be allowed to fall in
the rear of other communities, in executing any further under-
taking of the same kind, which promises to be productive of
additional good.”

The Trustees of the Essex Agricultural Society, in their me-
morial remark, that <! The time seems to have arrived, when the
State, as such, is called upon to do something for the farmers.
In what manner this shall be done, it is not our province to

dictate;—but wc feel that we shall be wanting in the full dis-
charge of our duty, if we omitted to unite in the prayer of others,
that something effectual shall be done. If nothing more than
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this, at present, let there be appointed an intelligent commission
from different sections of the Commonwealth, for the purpose of
determining upon, and reporting a plan of action, with their
reasons therefor. Let the duties of such a commission be
faithfully executed, and we cannot doubt the consequence would
be the maturing of a system of operations that will eventually
add to the dignity and character of the Commonwealth, as much
as any appropriation that has ever been made, and meet with
the cordial assent and approbation of the people.”

To the arguments, suggestions, and conclusions, presented in
these several documents, the committee have given deliberate
consideration. They know that the deficiencies, which have been
stated, exist to an almost unlimited extent; and they believe that
the only and the proper remedy has been pointed out. An in-
stitution, that shallpossess the means of affording scientific and
practical instruction in the various departments of agricultural
husbandry, in their judgment, ought to be established by the
Legislature, and accessible to all classes of people of the Com-
monwealth, They are not, however, prepared to offer in detail
any plan for carrying fully into effect the object so generally and
so earnestly desired. They feel that the subject involves many
important consequences, and demands more time than is usually
allotted to the deliberations of a legislative committee, to bring
it to such a state of maturity as to justify the decisive action
of the Legislature. But concurring in the views so clearly ex-
pressed in the several documents referred to their consideration,
and adopting, as their own, the arguments therein presented, and
by gentlemen of intelligence and patriotism, with whom they
have consulted, the committee recommend the adoption of the
accompanying resolves.

By direction of the Committee,

JOS. T. BUCKINGHAM, Chairman.
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RESOLVES

Concerning the Establishment of an Agricultural School.

Resolved, That his excellency the governor, by and with the
advice and consent of the council, be, and he hereby is, author-
ized and empowered to appoint a board of ten commissioners,
one from each Congressional district in the State, who shall
have power to select and obtain, by gift or purchase, and take
a conveyance to the Commonwealth of a lot of land, which
shall be an eligible site for an Agricultural School or College,
for the instruction of such pupils as may attend the same, in
all those branches of agricultural knowledge, necessary for the
advancement of the interests of agriculture in this State.

Resolved,
That the said commissioners shall be directed to

procure plans and estimates for the buildings necessary for such
an institution, and to prepare and mature a system for the gov-
ernment thereof, with the requisite studies to be pursued at the
same, and to ascertain what laws and regulations would be
necessary and proper to put the same into successful operation.

Resolved, That the said commissioners be directed to con-
sider the expediency of establishing an agricultural department
in our State government, which shall sustain a similar relation
to the interests of agriculture that the Board of Education does
to our system of common instruction ; what appropriations, if
any, may be necessary, on the part of the Commonwealth, to

CommoniocaUfj of asgarljustUs.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty
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secure instruction in this science in our medical and other col-
leges, and Normal schools; whether any further aid should he
granted to local, agricultural and horticultural societies ; whether
instruction in agriculture can properly be introduced into the
common schools; and by what other and proper means this
branch of industry, so important to the Commonwealth, and so
intimately connected with the welfare of the people, may best
be promoted.

Resolved, That the said commissioners report the result of
their deliberations to his excellency the governor, in season to
be communicated to the Legislature at the commencement of
their next session. And the said commissioners shall present
all their accounts to the governor and council, to be by them
audited and allowed, as they may deem just.

Resolved, That to defray any expense which may be in-
curred by the purchase of said land, and in the execution of
the other objects of this commission, his excellency the governor
be, and he hereby is, authorized to draw his warrants, from
time to time, on the treasury of the Commonwealth, for any
necessary sums of money, not exceeding in all the sum of
thousand dollars.
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