
SENATE....No. 23.

The Joint Standing Committee on Accounts, who, by the fifth
section of the act, creating the office of Auditor of Accounts,
are required to examine the books and accounts of that offi-
cer, have attended to that duty, and beg leave to

REPORT;

That they find the auditor has opened a very appropriate set
of books, which are kept in a clear, correct, and systematic
manner, and that the various accounts against the Common-
wealth, which his duty called him to examine, have been prop-
erly audited. The system and method which the auditor has
introduced into his office, cannot fail, in the opinion of your
committee, of being highly beneficial to the interests of the
Commonwealth. No bill or account, (with certain exceptions,
which the statute does not require his examination,) is now
allowed to be presented for payment, unless it has first passed
his inspection, and certified by him to the governor and council
as being correct, together with a reference to the act or resol vq
authorizing the payment of the same. His report, which he
has presented to the Legislature, will show how well and faith-
fully he has discharged his duties, and that he has fully com-
plied with the requirements of the statute.

&otnmonU)taltij of Jtfassatljttsittts.

In Senate February 12th, 1850.
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A uniform system in the auditing of all claims against the
Commonwealth, a perfect and lucid register of all the public
property, debts, and obligations, and a true account of the ex-
penses and revenue of the State, such as the present officer,
with great care and diligence, has established in his department
of the public service, cannot fail to be highly salutary, and the
objects for which the office was established, fully realized.

The account, in detail, showing the amount received and
paid by the State treasurer, from the 15th day of January,
1849, when he entered upon the duties of his office, until the
close of the year, to which the auditor refers in his report upon
the first page, as a document to be forthcoming, has since been
received by the Legislature, and referred to this committee.
The committee have examined the same and find it to be cor-
rect, with the endorsement of the auditor thereon to that effect,
and herewith return it to be placed on file.

There appears, in the mind of the auditor, a doubt in regard
to his duty in adjusting and auditing certain claims, which are
at times presented against the Commonwealth, and to which he
has called the attention of your committee in a communica-
tion, which we herewith transmit to the Legislature, for their
information and action.

In the opinion of your committee, some further legislation is
necessary upon the various subjects to which he adverts, and
they, therefore, recommend the adoption of the following order.

For the committee.

D. C. BAKER, Chairman.
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Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary consider the
expediency of providing, by law, for the settlement of claims
and accounts for the support of Indians, presented by the guardi-
ans of the several tribes in this Commonwealth.

And also that the same committee consider the expediency of
providing, by law, that the compensation of all committees and
commissions, appointed by the Legislature, or governor and
council, shall be determined by the governor and council, when
no definite sum is named in the act or resolve for the appoint-
ment of the same.

grommontoealti) of jHassattmactts.

In Senate, February 12th, 1850.
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Auditor’s Office, Boston;
January 31, 1850. )

Messrs. D. C. Baker, Graves, and others, Committee on Accounts:

Gentlemen,—Before closing the examination of the affairs of
this office, as required by the act of 1849, ch. 56, sec. 5, allow
me to present, for your consideration, the question of the expe-
diency of some further legislation in regard to tax on sales at
auction, support of Indian paupers, and the compensation of
commissioners or committees appointed by the Legislature, or
governor and council, to act during the recess.

Ist.—Auction Tax.—The act of 1849, ch. 138, provides, that
all sales of domestic produce shall be free of duty except dis-
tilled spirits; but, at the same time, admits all foreign products
at one-quarter or one-half per cent, duty, not excepting spirits,
which thus pay but one-half or one-quarter as much as those
distilled here.

If it was intended that there should be no exception in favor
of the foreign article, it would seem proper to make some
change in the law.

It is also very desirable that the time of making up returns
of sales should be changed to January and July, in order that
two entire terms may come in each year, and that all bonds of
auctioneers should expire either on the last day of June or De-
cember.

2d. —lndian Pauper Accounts.—It is probably known to you
that there are no standing acts or resolves in relation to these
accounts, and I would, therefore, respectfully suggest, that one
should be passed, giving to guardians the right to expend not
over a certain amount for each person per annum, so far as
actually necessary.

Gtommontoraltlj of iHafssacijusctts.
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3d.— Commissioners and Committees.—The compensation of
commissioners has been more difficult to adjust satisfactorily
than almost any other class of claims upon the Commonwealth,

and it would appear to be expedient that, in all cases where
it can be done, the Legislature should fix either the rate or
maximum amount of pay, in order that parties undertaking to
serve the Commonwealth, may know what to expect at the
conclusion of their labors.

The law establishing this office, requires that all claims (with
certain exceptions,) shall be presented here for allowance, and,
at the same time, requires that the auditor shall certify to the
governor and council, the law by which the claim is allowed.

If the foregoing cases can be provided for, it will remove the
only obstacles which have been found, in complying with the
requirements of the act by which this office was created.

Very respectfully,

DA\ID WILDER, Jr., Auditor.




