
SENATE....No. 34.

House of Representatives, Jan. 11, 1850.

Ordered, That the Committee on the Library be instructed to
consider the expediency of printing the first volume of the Mas-
sachusetts Colonial Records.

Sent up for concurrence,

C. W. STOREY, Clerk.

Senate, Jan. 12, 1850.

Concurred.
CHAS. CALHOUN, Clerk.

erotnmontoealtfj of JHassactmsftts.
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aommontoraltij of JHassacijusetts.

In Senate, February 14, 1850.

The Joint Standing Committee on the Library, who were di-
rected by an order of the 11th ult. to consider the expediency
of printing the first volume of the Massachusetts Colonial
Records, submit the following

REPORT
and Resolutions.
The volume, which your Committee have been instructed to

consider the expediency of printing, is a manuscript book of
about three hundred and fifty folio pages, containing the records
of the colony of Massachusetts, from the commencement to the
year 1641.

Its venerable appearance, and the antiquated hand writing
with which it is filled, carry back the mind at once to the in-
fancy of our Commonwealth ; while its worn condition—the
necessary result of the constant examination to which it is ex-
posed, however carefully conducted—make it an imperative
duty to take some steps by which this interesting memorial of
the past may be preserved and transmitted to the affectionate
curiosity and filial reverence of those who come after us. It is
true that the preservation of the volume might be in some mea-
sure secured, by having an accurate and carefully verified
transcript made, which might serve for ordinary purposes of

consultation and reference, but in view of the interesting and
important nature of its contents, your committee are of opinion
that the expense of publishing it would be a most worthy appli-
cation of the public funds, and would meet the hearty sanction
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of the people of the Commonwealth. It is fair, however, to
state that the expense of printing such a volume will be consid-
erably enhanced by the necessity of having a careful transcript
made, in the first instance, for the printer’s use, a task for which
few persons are competent—since it requires not only patience
and accuracy, but also a familiarity with the hand-writing of
the seventeenth century—and must therefore be paid for at a
higher rate than the labor of an ordinary clerk.

But, in the prosperous condition of our Commonwealth, your
Committee do not anticipate that any objections will be raised
against this proposition, founded on considerations of economy.
For a sum very moderate in comparison with our resources, an
edition may be printed, large enough to furnish a copy to every
town in the Commonwealth, and to leave a considerable num-
ber of impressions for distribution by the Governor, under the
direction of the legislature; and such portion of the edition as
was not required for these objects might be offered for sale at a
reasonable price, by which, the volume would be more widely
diffused and the expense of its publication lessened. Under
our institutions, the sphere of goverment is contracted within
narrow limits, but within these surely is comprised the duty of
gathering up and preserving those valuable historical memorials
which are the property of the State, and which are exposed to a
variety of accidents and mischances, as well as the constant
disrepair of time. We know of no better way of showing our
respect for the founders of our Commonwealth, than by diffusing
a knowledge of their lives and deeds. The “ round unvar-
nished tale,” of their wisdom, fortitude, constancy and faith,
as contained in their own simple and unostentatious records,
will honor them more than the most elaborate and eloquent eu-
logy. The increasing interest which is felt, in our early histor-
ical records, is an honorable trait of our times, and full of good
omens for our future progress. Nor is this interest confined to
our own country. Reflecting men, in other parts of the world,
seeing our extraordinary prosperity, have been led to examine
carefully into those deep foundations upon which so imposing a
superstructure has been reared. It is well known to booksellers
and book-collectors, that the demand in England for American
historical works, especially those of an early date, has been
steadily on the increase ; and it is a fact, not entirely to our
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credit, that the most ample collection of books relating to Amer-
ica is to be found in the library of the British museum, in the
city of London. The Legislature of Massachusetts may be as-
sured, that such additions as may be made, by their liberality,
to our historical literature, will be welcomed with lively satis-
faction, both at home and abroad.

Your committee cannot but indulge the hope, that the publi-
cation of this volume may be the beginning of a series of similar
enterprises; and that not only the early records of the Com-
monwealth, but its whole colonial legislation will be given to
the public, through the medium of the press.

For the Committee,

GEO. S. HILLARD. Chairman
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RESOLVE
Concerning the publication of the first volume of Massachusetts

Historical Records.

Resolved, That the committee on the library be directed to
procure the publication of an edition of one thousand copies of
the first volume of the Colonial Records of the Commonwealth,
and that they be authorized to make such contracts as may be
necessary to carry into effect the objects of this Resolve, and
the governor draw his warrant for such sums as shall be neces-
sary therefor.

crommonUmiUij of

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty.




