
SENATE....No. 41.

The Joint Committee on Claims, to which was committed the
petition of Hamilton Willis and Lucien Skinner, praying that
they may be paid the amount due to them from Richard N.
Berry, from the avails of the recognizance of said Berry, for-
feited and paid to the Commonwealth ; have carefully consid-
ered the same, and respectfully ask leave to submit the fol-
lowing

REPO R T

Hamilton Willis and Lucien Skinner, petition this Legisla-
ture for an allowance from the treasury of the Commonwealth,
of the sum of two thousand two hundred dollars ; and to verify
and establish their claim, they state that they are copartners in
business, in the city of Boston, under the name and firm of Wil-
lis & Co.,—and that, for a number of years past, and prior to
the month of March last, they were in the habit of dealing with
one Richard N. Berry, then an auction and commission mer-
chant in said Boston, and that, in the usual course of their busi-
ness as brokers, they loaned to said Berry certain sums of mo-
ney, amounting, at said time, to the sum of three thousand four
hundred dollars, receiving therefor, as collateral security,
promissory notes of hand, purporting to be executed and signed
by responsible mercantile firms in said city of Boston, amount-
ing, in the whole, to three thousand eight hundred and eighty-
one dollars. That subsequently, and while said sum of three
thousand four hundred dollars was due to said Willis & Co.
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they had cause to suspect, and did suspect, that some, if not all,
of said notes were not genuine; and, upon inquiry made in ac-
cordance with their said suspicion, it was ascertained that said
notes were false, and the signatures to all of them were forged.
Immediately upon this discovery, the petitioners, without ap-
prising said Berry of the facts thus disclosed, made application
to him for payment of the amount then due them. Berry at
once paid over to them twelve hundred dollars towards their
debt, and engaged to pay the balance upon the surrender of the
notes then in their possession. This they refused to do, charg-
ing him with their forgery, and determining, that, as their duty
to the public was a consideration paramount to the loss of the
money, he should be arrested and suffer the penalty of the law
for so aggravated an offence.

Applications were immediately made to the petitioners, from
the friends of the accused, and from very respectable gentlemen
in Boston, to compound the matter, and forbear prosecution.
The amount of their debt was tendered to them, and they were
urged by every motive of interest and kindness, to permit said
Berry to escape. The petitioners, nevertheless, regarding their
duty to the public, and the law of the land, beyond that of their
own interest, on the twentieth day of March last, made complaint
against said Berry, in due form of law, to one of the magistrates
of the Police Court of the city, for the crime of forgery. A war-
rant was forthwith issued, and he was arrested and committed
to prison. At the April term of the Municipal Court the Grand
Jury, for the County of Suffolk, returned two bills of indictment
against him for forgery, on which he was arraigned and ordered
to give bail in the respective sums of three thousand dollars, and
two thousand dollars. In accordance with the direction of the
Court, after two months’ imprisonment, he procured bail in said
several sums, and was discharged from prison. Berry avoided ap-
pearance ;—the bail were sued, and the whole amount collected
and paid into the treasury of the Commonwealth.

The petitioners further stated before the committee, that said

Berry, immediately upon his enlargement, departed for Califor-
nia ;—that he had no property or estate within their reach or
knowledge, of which they could avail themselves, to secure their
debt, or any part of it; —that he is now residing at !San Fran-
cisco, or some of the villages up the Sacramento ; —that he is a
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reckless, prodigal man, gaining his living principally, by gam-
bling and trading in gold dust. He has a wife and two children
in indigent circumstancesin Boston, to whom he occasionally re-
mits small sums of money, rendering them a very slender and
inconsiderable support;—that he is owing other sums of money
in Boston, and elsewhere, to the amount of some fifty or sixty
thousand dollars, which he has no means or inclination to pay.

The petitioners also state, that they have themselves es-
tablished a house in San Francisco, and said Skinner, the junior
partner of the firm, being now there, with several agents in the
employ of the firm, they have full and ample knowledge of the
means and doings of said Berry; that they have watched his
movements and his habits, and made all prudent exertions
to obtain something of their claim, but have had no success, nor
have they the most remote expectation of ever realizing a single
dollar.

The petitioners, therefore, inasmuch as through their agency,
and wholly by their means, a large sum of money has been paid
into the treasury of the Commonwealth, and crime of great mag-
nitude detected and exposed, that justice and equity requires,
and the magnanimity of the Commonwealth enjoins a reim-
bursement to them from the treasury, of the amount of their
claim.

In consideration of the facts, related in the foregoing state-
ment, all which were shown and appeared to the satisfaction of
the committee, a majority of the same, respectfully recommend
theaccompanying Resolve.

JAMES COOLEY. Chairman.
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la the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty,

RESOLVE
In favor of Hamilton Willis and Another.

Resolved, For reasons set forth in their petition, there be al-
lowed and paid out of the treasury of the Commonwealth, to
Hamilton Willis and Lucien Skinner, both of Boston, in the
County of Suffolk, copartners in business, the sum of two thou-
sand two hundred dollars, in full for the amount of their claim
against Richard N. Berry, and that a warrant be drawn for the
same, accordingly.

CommontocaUij of Jtfassartjusntß,


