
SENATE....No. 46.

The Committee on Education, to which was referred the Peti-
tion of the School Committee and Selectmen of Grafton, for
a portion of the income of the State School Fund, for the
year 1843-4, have duly considered the subject, and submit
the following

REPORT

The laws of this Commonwealth require, that each town
shall make certain annual returns, and that the same shall be
deposited with the Secretary of State, on or before the last day
of April, of each year, and any town or city failing to comply
with this requisition, shall forfeit its share of the income of the
school fund for the current year.

Under this operation of these laws, many delinquencies have
occurred. Some towns have failed to make their returns within
the time specified, being one or more days too late in depositing
them with the Secretary of State, as required by the statute,
and this has sometimes happened, owing to the fault of those
employed to convey such returns, to failures in the mail, or
other similar accidents.

In these cases, applications have been made to the Legisla-
ture to grant such towns their share of the income, notwith-
standing these failures; but the Legislature has uniformly, so
far as within the knowledge of your committee, refused to
do so.
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Other cases have arisen, in which less than a majority of the
school committee has signed the annual report. Such returns
have been regarded as informal, and a share of the income of
the school fund accordingly refused.

These cases too, have been brought before the Legislature,
and in all instances, it is believed, been decided against the de-
linquent party, and this too, although in some cases this defi-
ciency had occurred in consequence of the sickness, death, or
removal of a part of the school committee. Determined to
guard with the most watchful vigilance, all the great interests
of that system of common school education, which has so long
been the boast of the people of Massachusetts, its Legislature has
in all cases, held the school committees to the most strict com-
pliance with those regulations, upon the maintenance of which
the success and prosperity of that system, in a great measure,
depend.

It has, therefore, steadily refused to grant excuses for any
delinquencies which, from the nature of the case, it was
possible for the towns to have prevented, by filling the vacancies
that occurred in the school committees, during the year for
which they were elected.

Under these circumstances, in regard to the past legislation
of this Commonwealth, the petitioners present themselves, and
state the following facts :

“The town of Grafton chose a school committee, agreeably
to law, and they entered upon the discharge of their duties,
but before the close of the autumn, a majority of the committee
removed from the town, to distant parts of the State, leav-
ing but one individual on the committee to discharge its du-
ties. He took the oversight of the winter schools, and made
out the report and returns, duly signed and sworn to, by him-
self, and forwarded them to the office of the Secretary of State,
within the time specified by law. But the Treasurer of the
Commonwealth, declined paying over to the town the portion
assigned to it, or which would other otherwise have been paid,
because the returns were signed and sworn to by but one of the
school committee!”

In the facts thus stated, it appears, that the large and popu-
lous town of Grafton allowed vacancies in a majority of its
school committee to exist during the whole terra of its winter
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schools; that these vacancies occurred previous to the com-
mencement of those schools, and that, consequently, the citizens
generally, must have been aware of these vacancies ; and that,
nevertheless, they permitted all the responsibility and care of
their numerous schools to be thrown upon a single individual,
and thus, as your committee feel, greatly jeopardized the inter-
ests of those schools.

It seems to your committee, that it would establish a danger-
ous precedent to grant the prayer of the petitioners, under cir-
cumstances like these, and they therefore report, that the peti-
tioners have leave to withdraw.

For the Committee,

AMASA WALKER.




