
SENATE....No. 47.

In Senate, February 26th, 1850.

The Joint Comraitte on Agriculture, to which was committed
the petition of John B. Crocker and others, praying for permis-
sion to erect a dyke across a portion of the harbor of Barnsta-
ble, report the accompanying Bill.

JOS. T. BUCKINGHAM, Chairman.

(Tommontotalti) of iHasßartjusttts.
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Cotmnontoraltfj of iHaeencijttsrtt*.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty

AN ACT
To incorporate the Great Marsh Dyking, Water Power,

and Fishing Company.

BE it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of
the same, as follows :

*■ \

1 Sect. 1. John B. Crocker, Charles Marston, Na-
-2 thaniel Hinckley, their associates and successors, are

3 hereby made a corporation, by the name of the
4 “ Great Marsh Dyking, Water Power, and Fishing
5 Company,” with all the powers and privileges, and
6 subject to all the duties, restrictions, and liabilities,
7 set forth in the forty-fourth chapter of the Revised
8 Statutes.

1 Sect. 2. Said corporation is hereby authorized to
2 locate and construct a dyke, in the northerly part ot
3 the town of Barnstable, from a place called the
4 Calves’ Pasture, to Sandy Neck, so called, so as to
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5 prevent the flow of the salt water above the line of
6 said dyke, for the purpose of draining the marshes
T there situate, and converting the same into fresh
8 meadow or tillage land. And, for the accomplish-
-9 ment of the purposes mentioned in this section,

10 said corporation is hereby authorized to exercise all
11 the powers and privileges which are conferred upon
12 commissioners, appointed in pursuance of the pro-
-13 visions of the one hundred and fifteenth chapter of
14 the Revised Statutes.

1 Sect. 3. Said dyke shall be provided with a sufli-
-2 cient opening, or gateway, to permit the waters accu-
-3 mulating above, to pass off when necessary or expe-
-4 dient. And said corporation shall have authority to
5 raise the water above said dyke, for the purpose of
6 creating a water power, and shall be the exclusive
7 proprietors of said water power, with the sole right of
8 directing, using, selling, or otherwise disposing of the
9 same, as may be deemed expedient: provided, that no

10 interference with private rights is occasioned thereby.

1 Sect. 4. Said corporation shall have the exclusive
2 ownership of any herring, or other fishery, created
3 in consequence of the location of said dyke, together
4 with the right of regulating such fisheries, and tak-
-5 ing the fish therein to their own exclusive use. Said
6 corporation shall also have the exclusive right of
7 planting, growing, and digging oysters, in the waters
8 above said dyke, with the powers and privileges, and
9 subject to the restrictions mentioned in the act of

10 eighteen hundred and forty-eight, chapter one hun-
-11 dred and fifty-two, entitled, “ An act concerning the
12 Planting of Oysters.”
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1 Sect. 5. Said corporation are hereby authorized
2 to raise the sum of eighty thousand dollars, by the
3 creation of one thousand shares, of eighty dollars
4 each, for the purpose of erecting and completing said
5 dyke, and for the purchase of real estate necessary
6 for the same. And said corporation may hold real
7 and personal estate, necessary and convenient for the
8 purposes aforesaid, not exceeding in amount one
9 hundred thousand dollars.


