
SENATE....No. 54.

Ordered, That the Committee of the Library be instructed
to consider what arrangements can be made in the apartments
appropriated to the library, to render them more convenient for
the disposition of the books, and to provide accommodations
for continually increasing additions; and that the same com-
mittee be instructed to inquire what changes, if any should be
supposed to be necessary, can be made in the present arrange-
ments concerning literary and scientific exchanges with foreign
countries.

Sent down for concurrence.

CHAS. CALHOUN, Clerk.

House of Representatives, January 28, 1850.
Concurred.

CHAS. W. STOREY, Clerk.

(EomnumtuMlti) of ifHassatljitßettß.

In Senate, January 26, 1850.
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The Committee on the Library, who were instructed, by an
order of January 26th, to consider what changes may be
made in the arrangements of the library, so as to provide
accommodations for its continually increasing additions, and
also what changes may be made in the arrangements con-
cerning literary and scientific exchanges with foreign coun-
tries, beg leave to submit the accompanying

and Bill:

The State library is at present under the management of a
joint committee of the two houses, whose authority, by special
provision of law, continues during the whole year. Their
duties are enumerated and defined in the eleventh chapter of
the Revised Statutes. The annual amount of funds under
their control, is three hundred dollars.

It is obvious that a committee, thus constituted, which is
changed every year, cannot make the purchases of books,
which is the most important part of their duty, upon any uni-
form system or plan ; and it is hardly less obvious that a library
with such limited resources should have its annual growth
regulated by some uniform system, in order to be of much
value. As it now is, the purchases are made according to the
taste of each particular committee, and the result is, that we
have a library of between eight and nine thousand volumes,
quite miscellaneous in its character, comprising many books not
particularly needed in a legislative library, and deficient in
many which are desirable in such a collection. It appears to
your committee quite impossible, with the limited funds at our

Commontoraltlj of itfassacijnsctts.

In Senate, March 2, 1850.

REPORT
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disposal, to collect a miscellaneous library suitable for pur-
poses of general consultation and reference, and that it would
be a better plan to limit the purchases to such works as are
peculiarly suited to the wants and inquiries of legislators and
law-makers, and that, in this way, a library might soon be
collected, which would be tolerably complete in such depart-
ments as are most needed. And, as there are many books
now in the library, of comparatively little value for legislative
purposes, they might advantageously be exchanged for others
more suitable for such objects.

By certain resolves, passed during the last session of the
Legislature, the sum of three hundred dollars was voted in aid
of the system of international exchanges, as established by
Mr. Yattemare, and by the same resolves, and others passed in
the year 1845, certain books and documents were set apart to
carry out the objects of this system. The secretary of state is
charged with the dut}r of executing the wishes of the Legisla-
ture, as expressed in these resolves.

There is also a system of domestic exchanges, not particu-
larly requiring the fostering aid of the Legislature, which
might be extended much further than it is, with much advan-
tage to the Commonwealth. It is highly desirable that there
should be found in the State library a copy of every public
document published in each of the states of the Union, as well
as by the national Congress. As it is now, we receive only
such as happen to be sent by the various public officers in the
country, at their motion and without solicitation. The annual
receipts of the library might be much increased from this
source; but, in order to do this, there must be some board, or
some individual, who will make it a matter of personal inter-
est, and give some time and attention to the subject.

By a resolve passed during the last session of the Legisla-
ture, the secretary of the Board of Education was made the
librarian of the State library, and he was directed to make
an annual report to the Legislature, stating the receipts and
expenditures, with a list of the annual acquisitions, and also
of such books as have been lost or are missing. As the secre-
tary of the Board of Education is already charged with grave
and absorbing duties, in his own department, it is not possible,
even if it were desirable, that he should give much of his time
to the improvement of the library.
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By the Bill, which is herewith reported, it will be seen that
the duties now devolved upon the joint standing committee on
the library are transferred to a board of trustees, who shall be
appointed by the governor for the space of three years. To
the same committee is entrusted the control of the system of
international exchanges, founded by the zeal and perseverance
of Mr. Vattemare. And, with the view of carrying out the
plans of improvement in regard to the library, herein suggested,
the board of trustees are authorized to sell, or otherwise dis-
pose of, such books as they may deem of inferior value, and
supply their places with others. To this we think there can
be no reasonable objection. It is to be presumed that the trus-
tees, who may be appointed, will exercise this power with
judgment and discrimination. A glance at the catalogue will
show, to a person of moderate bibliographical knowledge, that
there are many books on our shelves, which, though well suited
to a miscellaneous collection, are not of much value in a legis-
lative library, and that many are wanting which ought to be
there. Besides, it is not only true, as a general rule, that the
character of a library is of more importance than its extent, but,
in our particular case, the accommodations, in point of space,
are limited, and it therefore becomes peculiarly important that
we should confine our purchases to such works as may be of
permanent value for legislative purposes. It is also proposed to
extend this power of sale or exchange to such works as have
been, or may hereafter be, received from Mr. Yattemare, by
virtue of the authority vested in him by the resolves of the
last Legislature. In the choice of such books as he may send
to us, he is left entirely to his own taste and judgment; and it
is very possible that we may receive from him many works of
little use to us, for which other libraries will gladly give us an

equivalent value.
Although, by the changes recommended by your committee,

the duties of the joint standing committee on the library will
be essentially lessened, yet, it is not deemed advisable to dis-

pense with such a committee. There are many subjects likely
to be presented to the Legislature, which are suitable for the
consideration of such a committee, and which, indeed, would
not come within the scope of any other.

GEO. S. HILLARD, Chairman.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty.

AN ACT
In relation to the State Library.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of
the same, as follows:

1 Sect. 1. The State library shall hereafter he under
2 the management and control of three trustees, who
•3 shall be appointed by the governor, with the advice
4 and consent of the council, and who shall hold their
5 offices for three years, unless sooner removed. And
6 the said trustees shall exercise all the powers, and
7 perform all the duties, in regard to the said library,
8 as are now exercised and performed by the joint
9 standing committee of the legislature upon the li-

-10 brary. And the said trustees shall also have the gen-
-11 eral supervision and control of the system of interna-
-12 tional exchanges.

1 Sect. 2. 'Flic said trustees are hereby authorized
2 to sell, or otherwise dispose of, such books now be-
-3 longing to the said library, as they may deem unsuit-



f> STATE LIBRARY. [March,’so.]

4 able for its purposes, and supply their places with
5 others; and they shall have the same power in re-
-6 gard to the books which have been, or may hereafter
7 be received, by virtue of the said system of interna-
-8 tional exchanges.

1 Sect. 3. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent
2 herewith are hereby repealed.


