
SENATE....No. 55.

In Senate, March 2d, 1850.

The Joint Standing Committee on Education, to which was
committed the Petition of the Massachusetts State Teachers’
Association, praying for a law to prevent Truancy, submit
the following

REPORT,
and the accompanying Bill;

The Petition of the Committee of the State Teachers’ Asso-
ciation is as follows:

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives of the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts:

The undersigned, a committee of the Massachusetts State
Teachers’ Association, respectfully represent, that there is a
large class of children between the ages of six and sixteen
years, in our cities and large towns, who do not attend any
school. They are principally the children of our foreign popu-
lation, and therecords of our courts bear testimony to the fearful
increase of crime among them. They spend most of their time
in the streets, growing up in ignorance, accustoming themselves
daily to almost every species of vice, and will soon become a
burden to themselves and society. In the latter part of the year
1848, the mayor of Boston directed the city marshall to obtain
some information, as to the extent of the evil in the city, and to
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report the same to the city government. In a few weeks, he
submitted a report, in which he stated, that the number of such
children, between the ages of six and sixteen years, that had
come under the eye of the police, was one thousand and sixty-
six. Of this number, nine hundred and sixty-three, were the
children of foreigners, and one hundred and three, of American
parents. The following extract from the report, will show the
manner in which this information was obtained ; —“ During
school hours, the officer has visited the wharves, public thor-
oughfares, and all other places where these children congregate,
and by kind treatment and persuasion, learned their names and
residence, he has then gone with them to their homes, and as-
certained their condition, and that of their parents, a record of
which is now in this office, and to which additions are daily
made.” It is believed that the number is much greater now
than it was at the time this information was obtained, and the
same evil exists in the other cities and large towns in the Com-
monwealth, We desire that a law may be enacted, to compel the
attendance at school, of all children who have no regular em-
ployment. When our laws upon common schools were enacted,
they were framed to meet the wants of a moral and religious
people. All were anxious to avail themselves of the inesti-
mable privilege of affording their children a good education;
but now the case is far otherwise. There is a large portion of
the community, who, either from ignorance of the value of
education, or from other causes, entirely neglect the education
of their children. We, therefore, respectfully petition your
honorable body, that a law may be enacted to remedy the evil
of which we complain. And as in duty bound, will ever pray.

WILLIAM D. SWAN,
THOMAS SH ERWIN,
JOSHUA BATES, Jr.,

C. S. PENNELL,
LEYI REED.

From information that reached the committee on educa-
tion last year, as well as this, it has become quite certain, that
from twelve to fifteen hundred youth are growing up in the city
of Boston, without ever attending school at all. This is an evil
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and a danger that must not be allowed to exist. It can only be
removed by the force of law. It exists, more or less, in other
towns and cities. Wherever it exists, the local authorities re-
quire to be enabled to operate against it, by the enforcement of
such penalties, as the nature of the case, in their best judgment,
may demand.

It will be borne in mind by the Legislature, that the only
ground upon which the government can justify itself, in taxing
the people for purposes of education, is, that ignorance is dan-
gerous to society. When the government takes the property
of the people for purposes of education, it becomes morally
bound to exert its power, so far as may be necessary to that
end, in removing, extirpating, and preventing the existence of
ignorance in the community.

It needs but slight reflection, to discern and estimate the dan-
gers, evils, and burdens that will be brought upon society by
such multitudes of its youth growing up in ignorance, idleness,
and consequent mischief and crime. The time not spent in
school, will be wasted in vagrancy, or desecrated to folly or
vice. Every scene of corruption, every snare of sin, and every
allurement of dissipation, will become familiar to the idler of
the streets, and obtain control over him. The influence of ex-
ample is proverbially great, and particularly strong upon the
young. One worthless and ungoverned youth, neglecting the
means of education, and refusing to enter the doors of the
school-room, will infect others by his evil communications and
pernicious society, spreading the poison of his example through
a neighborhood.

Parents, in many cases, are deeply to blame, and ought to be
reached by the stern authority of the law. They keep their
children from school from mercenary motives ; and in some in-
stances, to derive from their services, those means of living,
which their own industry ought to have provided. 'The child
is put to incessant labor, or sent, perhaps, round the wharves or
streets to pick up and collect articles, from which a value may
be extracted, while the father lives in indolence, or worse, at
home. There is reason to believe, that cases exist, in which
children, thus driven out to search and prowl through the streets
are whipped, if they return at night without bringing with them
the means, not of the subsistence of the family merely but of
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brutal and intoxicating indulgence for the depraved parents.
What cannot be found must be stolen. The young, in this way,
are not only kept in ignorance, but compelled to crime. The
records of the police, if fulty laid bare, would confirm what is
now stated. Either such parents ought to be reached by the
law, or their children removed from them by its authority.

In the city of Boston, something is absolutely demanded to
extirpate this dreadful source of misery and crime. There may
be, and undoubtedly are, other cities and towns in the Com-
monwealth, where the evil exists to a considerable extent. Of
this, the authorities of said cities or towns are the only compe-
tent judges.

The committee do not propose a general law, but a general
authority to enact municipal regulations, with the sanctions of
law, wherever it may be deemed expedient so to do.

The committee, in view of the facts and circumstances, and
as the result of their own most careful deliberations, aided by
the counsels of experienced and judicious advisers, feel it to be
their duty to submit the following Bill.

For the committee,

CHARLES W. UPHAM, Chairman.
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AN ACT
Concerning Truant Children and Absentees from School.

BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :

1 Sect. 1. Each of the several cities and towns in
2 this Commonwealth, is hereby authorized and em-

-3 powered to make all needful provisions and arrange-
-4 ments, concerning habitual truants, and children not
5 attending school, without any regular and lawful
6 occupation, growing up in ignorance, between the
T ages of six and fifteen years; and also, all such ordi-
-8 nances and by-laws, respecting such children, as shall
9 be deemed most conducive to their welfare, and the

10 good order of such city or town; and there shall be
11 annexed to such ordinances, suitable penalties, not
12 exceeding, for any one breach, a fine of twenty
13 dollars.

1 Sect. 2. The police courts in the several cities,
2 and the justices of the peace, where the offence shall
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3 be committed in a town where no police court exists,
4 shall have jurisdiction of all complaints, under any
5 ordinance or by-law, made by virtue of this act, sub-
G ject to the right of appeal, as in other similar cases ;

7 and the several cities and towns, availing themselves
8 of the provisions of this act, shall appoint, at the
9 annual meeting of said towns, or annually, by the

10 mayor and aldermen of said cities, three or more
11 persons, who alone shall be authorized to make the
12 complaints, in every case of violation of said ordi-
-13 nances or by-laws.

1 Sect. 3. The judges of police courts, or justices
2 of the peace, shall, in all cases, at their discretion, in
3 place of the fine aforesaid, be authorized to order
4 children, proved before them to be growing up in
5 truancy, and without the benefit of the education
6 provided for them by-law, to be placed, for such
7 periods of time as they may judge expedient, in such
8 institution of instruction, or house of reformation, or
9 other suitable situation, as may be provided or as-

-10 signed for the purpose, in each city or town availing
11 itself of the authority conveyed by this act.


