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House of Representatives, Jan. 14, 1850.
Ordered, That the Committee on Education be requested to

take into consideration, and report upon, the expediency of
making an appropriation of from five to ten dollars of the in-
come of the Massachusetts School Fund, to each School Dis-
trict in the State, for the purchase of outline maps, or other
apparatus, for the use of the schools in said districts.

Sent up for concurrence.
C. W. STOREY, Clerk.

In Senate, Jan. 15, 1850.
Concurred.

CHAS. CALHOUN, Clerk.

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS.

In Senate, Jan. 31, 1850.
Ordered, That the Committee on Education inquire into the

expediency of placing an English Dictionary in each of the
Common Schools of this State.

Sent down for concurrence.
CHAS. CALHOUN, Clerk.

House of Representatives, Jan. 31, 1850.
Concurred.

C. W. STOREY, Clerk.
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Coimnoutocaltij of jHassactjuseUs.

In Senate, March 6, 1850.

The Committee on Education, to whom was referred an order
of the House of Representatives, of the 14th of January, “ to
report upon the expediency of making an appropriation of
five or ten dollars of the income of the Massachusetts School
Fund, to each School District in the State, for the purchase
of outline maps, or other apparatus, for the use of said dis-
tricts,” and also an order of the Senate, of the 31st of Janu-
ary, “ to inquire into the expediency of placing an English
Dictionary in each of the Common Schools, of the State,”
have duly considered these several subjects, and submit the
following

REPORT:

Several series of outline maps were brought before the com-
mittee, for their examination, and received a careful and delib-
erate consideration.

The first presented, was that of Mr. Wm. B. Fowle. These
were eight in number, of convenient size, (about thirty inches
square,) drawn with great accuracy, and a bold outline, highly
and carefully colored. The regular price of this set was stated
to be four dollars.

In addition to these, Mr. Fowle presented his outline map of
Massachusetts, said to be the largest ever made of the State. It
is a very beautiful map, and well adapted to the purpose for
which it was made; and in those schools where a place upon
the walls, large enough to exhibit the map, can be found, would
doubtless be a most valuable acquisition for teaching the geog-
raphy of Massachusetts. The price of this map is five dollars.
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It was understood by the committee, that these maps had
already been introduced into many of the schools of the State.

Another series, was that of Mr. Pelton, of Philadelphia, con-
sisting of seven very large outline maps, each covering from
forty to fifty square feet.

These, too, were beautifully executed, and especially well
adapted to the use of high schools and academies, but rather
too large to be used in some of our common schoolhouses. A
key, explanatory of these maps, and containing a large amount
of valuable matter on the general subject, accompanied this
series.

The third series, to which the attention of the committee was
drawn, was that of Mr. Sylvester Bliss. These are eight in
number, most of them twenty-six inches by thirty-four, but
one,—that of the United States, —thirty-four by fifty-two inches.
These maps were finely engraved, and elegantly finished, and
with cloth backs, are sold at five dollars per set. A key, also,
accompanies this series. This key is in folio form, and is of
itself a complete geography, resembling Morse’s School Geogra-
phy; containing a large number of outline maps, and numerous
engraved illustrations. It appears, to your committee, to be
what it professes, a complete analysis of the science, and admi-
rably adapted to the use of schools.

The chief points of excellence, in this series, are, the judicious
selection and arrangement of topics, presenting both the analysis
and synthesis of the science, in a most concise and intelligible
manner. This series, as a whole, the committee regard as very
complete and satisfactory, and quite suitable for the use of the
common schools of the State, into many of which it is already
introduced.

A school globe was exhibited to the committee, invented by
Silas Cornell, and so peculiarly and ingeniously arranged, as to
be well adapted to the use of common schools. The price ot

this globe was three dollars.
To all school districts, to which the introduction of an article

of the kind would be beneficial, as it undoubtedly would be to

a large number in the Commonwealth, the committee commend
this globe, as worthy ofattention.

In regard to the order respecting outline maps and apparatus,
your committee do not report any action as necessary, on the
part of the Commonwealth.
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Outline maps are already, to a considerable extent, known
and appreciated, and, in some measure, introduced into the
public schools, and your committee trust will soon be universally
so, as they are valuable aids in teaching geography, and ought
to be regarded as indispensable in every school in the State; but
aware that, by a law of the last session of the Legislature, each
district has the power to tax itself u for all necessary school ap-
paratus,” including, of course, outline maps, your committee
believe, that the school districts have only to understand the
powers conferred upon them by that law, to insure such action
on their part, as will furnish themselves, at an almost inappre-
ciable expense, with these necessary helps in the education of
their children.

The order respecting dictionaries, received due consideration.
Only two were brought before the committee, viz.; Webster’s,
and Worcester’s.

A patient hearing was given to the friends of both these justly
celebrated works, and their respective merits and defects very
fully and freely discussed.

Webster’s Dictionary is widely and favorably known to the
public, not only in this country, but in all others where the
English language is used. As a defining dictionary, its superi-
ority over all others is universally admitted. It is, indeed, a
most learned and valuable work, reflecting high honor upon the
literary character of onr country, and cost the author the labor
and research, more or less continuous, of some sixty years of
his life. It has received the highest commendations, from per-
sons of the greatest consideration, in this country and in Eng-
land. In the latter, it has been republished, and it is, at
the present time, the avowed basis of an i! Imperial Diction-
ary,” in the course of publication in Great Britain. It may be
justly regarded, not only as a most reliable and exact defining
dictionary, but a complete encyclopaedia of the technical terms
of science and the arts.

The claims in behalf of Mr. Worcester's Dictionary, are, that
its orthography is more correct, because more in accordance
with the received and popular mode of spelling words; and
and that its orthoepy is a better standard, because more con-
formed to the popular pronunciation ; and more perfect, because
it indicates more fully the nice intermediate shading of the vow-
el sounds, and also of the unaccented syllables.
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It is also claimed, that this dictionary contains a larger num-ber of words than any other in the language, and that it lias

received the approbation of many persons of distinguished lit-erary reputation; and been introduced into many schools andseminaries of learning.
Your committee do not feel called upon to decide the com-

parative merits of these two rival dictionaries. Both are quitewell known to the public. Each has its admirers, and the peo-ple may very safely be left to decide, which they will choose asthe companion of their children ; but in relation to the order
referred to them, your committee beg leave to say, that, after
duly considering the subject, they have come to the conclusion,that to adopt the measure contemplated in the order, will meet
an important want in our schools; that it will furnish a valua-
ble aid and stimulant to both teachers and pupils, and exert a
powerful though silent influence upon both. The study of our
own language is justly esteemed of the first importance, in all
schools of learning, and particularly in those which are designed
for all our citizens.

To teach our mother tongue with correctness and ease, and
above all, with a full understanding of its import, is one of the
primaries of every public school. No habit is so valuable to
this end,—so conducive to the formation of clear thoughts, and
to the forcible expression of those thoughts,—-as (hat of fre-
quently consulting a dictionary.

It is said, that when the great orator and statesman of New
England was once asked, what book he studied most, in his
preparation for public speaking, he replied, “My English dic-
tionary.”

A good defining dictionary is indeed a mine of intellectual
wealth; but it cannot be expected that the teachers will buy so
expensive a work for their

<
pupils, nor that the latter will pur-

chase it for themselves; and, unless supplied by the liberality
of the State, we have no reason to doubt, that one or two gen-
erations of children will pass from the common schools into the
active relations of life, without ever enjoying the benefit of so
valuable a work.

In respect to the necessity and utility of this measure, we
have the testimony of the most experienced teachers of the
Commonwealth, some of whom are able to speak of the value
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of such a work, from their personal observation of the extensive
and profitable use made of it by their pupils.

The Principal of the Phillips Academy, S. N. Taylor, under
date of Jan. 31, 1850, writes as follows :

“ I am pleased to learn,
that it is in contemplation to put a copy of it (referring to Web-
ster’s Dictionary) into every school district in the State. In my
opinion this would be of great service to our schools; and I
think the money necessary to the purpose, could in no way be
more appropriately expended. All our teachers should have
access to a work of this kind. They need to consult it, to ena-
ble them to give their pupils exact ideas of the many difficult
words which are constantly occurring,—particularly, scientific
or technical terms,—and also, for the purpose of giving the ap-
propriate pronunciation to geographical and other names.

"Pupils should be accustomed, from the very first, to acquire
well defined and distinct ideas of the meaning of words. This
gives an exactness to their knowledge, which will be of invalu-
able service to them through life.”

The Principal of the High School in Springfield, A. Parish,
in a letter to one of your committee, dated Jan. 23, 1850, says:
“Daring the past year, a copy of this (Webster’s) dictionary
has been lying on my desk in the schoolroom, to which all the
members have had free access. That they have appreciated the
privilege, is sufficiently proved, by the constant use they have
made of the work, as a book of reference, in every branch of
study and exercise in the school. Frequently, scarce a moment
intervenes, when a scholar is not examining its pages. * * 1
find it invaluable in the explanation of technical terms and
phrases

, in chemistry, natural philosophy, astronomy, and not
unfrequently in mathematics. The derivation and analysis of
words, too, which we make a prominent object of study, pupils
find more readily explained, than elsewhere. With regard to
definitions, so clear, so copious, and so numerous, arc the exam-
ples illustrating their various applications, that scarcely any
thing further is needed in that respect.

“ If a thorough and frequent use of a text book, and a mani-
festly deep interest in it,—especially when that use springs from
a voluntary choice ,—is evidence of its utility, I think the testi-
mony of my one hundred and twenty-five pupils, by their ac-
tion, will go far towards making it a clear case.
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" I d° not suppose that one out of ten of my pupils, would,if deprived of this privilege, ever find access to that, or any

other large work of the kind ; and in the lower grade of schools,
not'one in fifty pupils, —that is, to make a practical use of it.: ’

Many other teachers, both of the high and common schools,
concur in a like testimony to the value of' a large defining dic-
tionary, for the use of their scholars, and express great anxiety
(hat a copy of some such work should be placed in each school
district in the State.

To Massachusetts belongs the high honor of taking the lead
in all measures to elevate the character of common schools, and
bring their advantages within the reach of all classes of her
citizens.

But her system of education must be progressive, to meet the
increasing and varying wants of her people. The fact, that a
great change has come over this Commonwealth, within the
last generation, shows, of itself, that a corresponding change
should take place in our educational system.

Once, we were almost exclusively an agricultural people.
Now, we have a large manufacturing population. Once, but
few persons of high education were absolutely required, by the
business of the country. Now, we have numerous manufac-
turing establishments, that require agents, clerks, overseers, and
other officers; we have railroads, that cover our land as with
an iron net-work, and require, in their construction and opera-
tion, an amount of educated talent, altogether greater than was
deemed necessary in a rural population.

Men must be better educated, to meet these increased de-
mands. Not the few, but the many, should be educated to
such an extent, as to participate in all these lucrative and hon-
orable employments. We ought not to be contented with our
present standard of education,—we should require better teach-
ers, better schools, better books.

In view of all these facts and considerations, your committee
do not hesitate to recommend the introduction of an English
dictionary,—one of the two referred to in this report, at the op-
tion of the school committees—into every school in the Com-
monwealth.

They believe that such a measure will be gratifying to all
enlightened friends of education, and contribute much to ad-
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vance the interests of our children and youth. It is one of
those measures, in which Massachusetts may well take the ini-
tiative, and other States will not be slow to follow her example.

The expense of this measure will not be great, and it is pro-
posed that it shall be defrayed from the school fund, which is
rapidly approaching its maximum, and a small portion of which,
it is believed, cannot be better appropriated, than in bestowing
the gift of an English dictionary upon each school in the
State.

A few of the larger districts, it is well known, have already
procured one of these dictionaries, but such may avail them-
selves of the other, and thus secure to themselves all the advan-
tages that may be derived from both.

By a Resolve, passed March 3, 1843, “fifteen dollars, to be
taken from the school fund,” was appropriated to every school
district in the Commonwealth, “ to be expended in books, for a
school library.” Experience, it is believed, has shown, that the
operation of this law has been less advantageous than was ex-
pected. These libraries were composed of reading books, not
reference books, and were unadapted to our common schools.
Not that the books were unsuitable for the use of the young,
but because a library requires an amount of care and vigilance,
in its preservation and use, which are not to be found or ex-
pected in our common school districts.

The prudential committee is generally changed every year,
and there is no permanent officer, of any sort, connected with
the individual schools : consequently, the books are often neg-
lected and wasted, or locked up in the house of some person
in the district.

The plan of furnishing these libraries, was never a true edu-
cational measure, but rather one of general enlightenment; and
had a sum, equal to fifteen dollars to each school district, been
offered to such towns as would raise an equal amount, to estab-
lish a town library, for the use of all the scholars and people of
the town, and placed in the care of a librarian, undoubtedly
much greater good would have been effected.

These considerations induce your committee to recommend,
that the law referred to be repealed. If this is done, jhe school
fund will be relieved of an obligation, more than equal to that
which will be incurred by the donation now proposed.

2
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To execute the several purposes contemplated in this report,

your committee submit the accompanying Resolves.

For the Committee,

AMASA WALKER.
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RESOLVES

In aid of the several School Districts of the Commonwealth.

Resolved, 1. That the Secretary of the Board of Education
be, and hereby is, authorized to furnish each school district in
the State, with a copy of Noah Webster’s unabridged quarto
dictionary, or Joseph E. Worcester’s imperial octavo dictionary,
at the option of the school committee of each town ; provided,
that the said Webster’s dictionary may be obtained at a cost of
not more than four dollars, and said Worcester’s dictionary at a
cost of not more than three and a half dollars, per copy.

Resolved, 2. That the school committee of each town in the
Commonwealth, be and is hereby authorized, to obtain from the
Secretary of the Board of Education, one copy of either of the
above named dictionaries, at the option of said committee, and
cause the same to be placed in each of the several district school-
houses, in their respective towns ; -provided,, however, that no
district shall be entitled to this donation, which shall not have
furnished itself with a suitable book-case, or desk, under lock
and key, for the safe keeping of said dictionary; and the school
committee, in making application therefor to the Board of Edu-
cation, shall certify, that each district, for which a dictionary is
requested, has complied with this requisition.

(Commontocaltij of JUassactjusetts.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty
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Resolved, 3.. That so much of the Resolve of the third of

March, 1842, as appropriated to every school district in the
Commonwealth, fifteen dollars, “to be expended in books, for a
school district library,” be, and hereby is, repealed.

Resolved, 4. These Resolves shall not take effect, until the
first day of August next.


