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The Committee on Roads and Bridges, to whom was commit-
ted the Report of the Agent of Charles River and Warren
Bridges, submit the following

REPORT:
That they have good reason to believe, that the city of Bos-

ton have it in contemplation to carry certain water-works across
Charles River, at some place near Warren Bridge, or below it.
And that it is of sufficient interest to the Commonwealth, how
and where this structure is to be located, to induce the Legisla-
ture to institute an inquiry into their designs, so far as they
have a right to do.

If the legislation of last year allows the city of Boston to
erect suitable structures for the purpose of carrying the said
water-works across the said river, upon or by the side of either
of the afore-named bridges,—and they intend to avail them-
selves of its provisions,—it is believed that the interests of the
Commonwealth in those bridges require that a commission be
appointed, to act with a commissioner, which the act of last
year contemplates shall be appointed. And for the purpose of
calling the particular attention of the Legislature to this sub-
ject, we quote one section from the act of last year, entitled an
act for supplying the city of Boston with pure water.
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“ Sect. 3. The city of Boston is hereby authorized to convey

the water of Long Pond to, into and through, that part of Bos-
ton called East Boston, by laying their aqueducts or water pipes,
through the city of Charlestown and town of Chelsea; and for
that purpose may have all the rights and privileges, and shall
be subject to all the liabilities mentioned in the act to which
this is in addition.

And the said city of Boston may make any suitable struc-
tures for the purpose of carrying the said water over or under
any of the tide-waters within the jurisdiction of this Common-
wealth :

Provided , that such structures shall be approved by a com-
missioner, to be appointed by the Governor and Council, and to
be compensated by the city of Boston :

Provided, further, that the authority granted by this section
shall not be exercised without the consent of the city council of
said city first had and obtained.”

Although it will be perceived that the act, of which the fore-
going quotation is a part, does not in express terms authorize
any portion of Charles River to be occupied or crossed, still the
very broad grant in the act above referred to, may give that
right; and if, as before intimated, it is to be exercised, it may
be highly important that it should be so exercised as that the
interests of the Commonwealth and the city may be best pro-
moted, and the result operate to the least possible injury to the
harbor, the navigation of Charles River, and all other interests
to be in any way affected.

In the act of last year, authorizing the Eastern Railroad to
extend their road, it is provided, that the city of Boston, under
certain restrictions, may lay their water-pipes under or by the
side of a bridge which said railroad may construct across
Charles River, without compensation to the said railroad cor-
poration.

But as no survey has been made, and no location filed by the
said railroad company, it may be that the interests of East
Boston require that the city should proceed in said enterprise
before the said railroad company may decide upon any location,
under the charter of last year.

And not knowing but the interests of the city, as well as the
Commonwealth, may be promoted by a mutual understanding
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of the designs of the one and the wishes of the other, we recom-
mend the adoption of the following order.

In behalf of said Committee,

MOSES NEWELL.

Ordered, That be a Committee, to propose to
the city authorities of the city of Boston, the propriety of ap-
pointing a Committee to confer with a Committee of this Legis-
lature, on the subject connected with the introduction of water
into East Boston, authorized by a legislative act of last year.




