SENATE....No. 79.

erommontoealtt) of

JHassartmstfts.

In Senate, January 15, 1850.

Ordered, That the Committee on Public Charitable Institutions be instructed to visit the several charitable institutions,
patronized by the State during the present session of the Legislature.
Sent down for concurrence.
CHAS. CALHOUN, Clerk.

House

of

Representatives, January 15, 1850.

Concurred.
Concurred
C. W. STOREY, Clerk.
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(TommontotalHj of JHassactmjmts.

The Committee on Public Charitable Institutions, to whom
was referred an order, passed January, 1850, instructing
them “to visit the several Public Charitable Institutions,
receiving the patronage of the Commonwealth,” have attended to that duty, and respectfully submit the following

REPORT:
The State Lunatic Hospital, at Worcester, received the earliof the committee, and, in their visit to this institution,
they were accompanied by Messrs. Lincoln and Salisbury, two
of the trustees, who appear to regard its conduct and usefulness with deep solicitude and interest.
To reports of former examinations of this hospital, your
committee take pleasure in adding their testimony in commendation of its distinguished superintendent, Dr. George Chandler, who, with his able assistants, Drs. Lee and Bemis, appears
eminently successful in adapting his method of treatment to
the various phases of insanity, developed in the unfortunate
beings under his care.
In every large establishment it is necessary, not only that a
systematic course of management be adopted, but also that a
rigorous supervision be exercised over the various divisions and
subdivisions of labor by which the system is carried out;
otherwise, an imperfect, performance of the several delegated
duties will gradually become the usual routine. In this respect,
after having carefully examined every accessible part of the
building occupied by the hospital, and given especial attention
to the furniture of the sleeping apartments, the condition of
the wardrobes, and the arrangements of the culinary departest notice
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ment, your committee feel bound to express entire approbation

of the present management of this establishment.
But, having accorded to the officers of the institution the
praise deemed to be justly their due, your committee are constrained to bring to the notice of the Legislature some striking
defects in the building itself. At the time when this edifice
was erected, the subject of ventilation was very imperfectly
understood, and the apertures left for that purpose are wholly
inadequate to effect it in a proper manner. The air throughout
all that portion of the building used as
corridors,” is so imbe
as
to
more
so than that of any
exceedingly
pure
offensive,
visited
the
committee.
county hospital
by
It is considered desirable that the plumbing work, connected
with the water-closets and urine basins, should be repaired and
put in order the latter should be made of glazed or glass
ware, either of which can now be procured.
Another subject, requiring especial notice, is the existence, on
the east side of the hospital building, of what is called a
cotbut
which
a
cells
where
is, in reality,
tage,”
shed, covering
those furiously mad are confined. The condition of this
wretched retreat has been made known to the legislatures of
other years, but, as it still remains a disgrace to the State which
protects the institution, and a melancholy and disgusting object
to every humane visitor, your committee make no apology for
offering you a description of the premises.
We recall, therefore, the sight of a long and narrow den, low
in walls, floored with stone, and divided into nine compartments, in each of which human beings are caged. Overhead,
square holes from four to six inches in diameter, leading lowards
the roof but not through it. These apertures are designed to
ventilate a place where are confined, not only the miserable
beings with their offensive habits, but whatever may be accumulated during the interim of the attendant’s visits. Underneath is a cellar, containing the arches which support the room
above, and also some apologies for furnaces set promiscuously
among them. The heat from these stoves, after being diffused
through the cellar, passes, of course, at a much lower temperature, through the stones which form the floor above, thus
conveying to the occupants the only warmth which they may
receive during the severest season. It is to be remembered that
“

;

“
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this class of patients is so violent that garments of the strongest texture are soon torn or picked in pieces from their persons,
so that the greater portion of their bodies is entirely unprotected
from the changes of the atmosphere.
In this connection, however, your committee have the satisfaction of informing you, that some new strong rooms,” in
the plan of which attention has been given to the means of
warming and ventilation, are now in progress, and will soon be
ready for occupancy by the present inmates of the “cottage.”
But since the county hospitals are mostly in an overcrowded
state, it will be next to impossible for the superintendent of this
State institution to refuse applications, while any shelter, however unsuitable, remains under his control unoccupied. It is,
therefore, to be hoped that such a disposition may be made of
the shed as shall prevent the possibility of its being ever again
used as a receptacle for suffering humanity.
In conclusion, your committee earnestly recommend that a
perfect system of ventilation be introduced throughout the hospital, that the water-closets, and other conveniences, be remodelled, and that the cottage” be demolished at the earliest
moment when the. new strong rooms can be made ready to receive their intended occupants.
The Hospital for Lunatics in Essex County is located in
Ipswich ; it has, like most other institutions of the kind within
the State, many more inmates than can be conveniently accommodated.
This establishment appears to be well conducted by its superintendent, Mr. Worcester, and the building and appurtenances
are in perfect order throughout. In the present construction of
the rooms, there is not even an attempt at proper ventilation,
but your committee were informed that the county commissioners intend to introduce the most approved system of arrangements, in this respect, during the ensuing season. Water is
conducted, from a spring on a neighboring hill, to a reservoir
under the roof of the building, and from thence distributed to
all parts of the house where needed.
The condition of the institution was considered creditable to
its officers.
The Hospital for the Insane in Middlesex County, is situated
in East Cambridge, and this also is now full, to overflowing.
“

“
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The buildings are well arranged and comfortable, and all the
apartments are kept in excellent order. The most approved
system of ventilation has been introduced by the superintendent, Mr. Sherman, and this is the only building occupied by
lunatics and visited by your committee, which is entirely free
from any unpleasant odor.
The Perkins Asylum for the Blind, at South Boston, has
always and deservedly received the fostering care of the Commonwealth. It has also, from its infancy, had the advantage
of possessing one of the most indefatigable and energetic men
in New England, as its superintendent and principal director.
The annual report of the trustees of this establishment, having been printed for the use of the Legislature, your committee do not deem it necessary to go into details concerning it,
particularly as it is located within the city, and is open for
examination to such of the members as will honor it with a
visit.
Your committee have not had an opportunity to visit other
institutions of a similar nature out of the State, and can, therefore, compare this asylum with no other; but, after an interesting examination of the pupils in their several studies, a particular notice of the various useful employments taught them,
and a careful scrutiny of the building, with the domestic
arrangements contained therein, they feel satisfied that the
teachers, and other officers, connected with the establishment,
are fully entitled to their commendation.
It is well known that many blind persons are now supporting themselves by their own exertions, who, without the instruction afforded here, would probably have remained through
life, a burden to their friends or the community. Many others,
following their example, are now at the work-shops of the
institution, qualifying themselves to become expert artizans at
several of the useful trades. It is evident, however, that they
must labor under serious disadvantage, when, upon leaving
their apprenticeship, they enter establishments where the arrangements are designed for persons not deprived of the blessing of vision. It is hoped, therefore, and anticipated, as this
class of operatives increases, that enlightened mechanics, or
others, may be induced to open workshops for the employment
of blind people exclusively,—an enterprise which, it is believed,
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may be made as profitable as it certainly would be benevolent.
It will be recollected that this institution was formerly,
through the liberality of the Hon. T. H. Perkins, located in
Pearl Street, and, on account of the rapid increase of business
in that neighborhood, was subsequently removed to its present
situation on Mt. Washington, South Boston. The great depression in the grade of the streets on three sides of this eminence,
and which the convenience of the residents at that part of the
city has required, has very much lessened the eligibility of this
site for such an asylum; and the land is growing daily more
valuable for building purposes, and less so for the wants of the
institution. It is evidently, therefore, advisable that some more
suitable place be provided, at no very distant day, for its accommodation.
Connected with this institution, or, more properly speaking,
under the care of its superintendent, Dr. S. G. Howe, and
located in another building, is a school for the training of weakminded and idiotic children.
This was established under a resolve of the Legislature of
1847, granting $2,500 a year, during three years, for the purpose of teaching and training ten children of this class, one to
be selected from each congressional district, or in that proportion. The result of this experiment, as it must necessarily be
termed in this country, has thus far, proved encouraging to its
projectors. Children who were, before their admission, completely helpless, have been taught to control perfectly their personal habits, to feed themselves in a proper manner, and are
otherwise much improved. Considerable progress has also
combeen made in teaching to some of them the elements of a
class—mon education; and, when the large number of this
the
Commonthroughout
scattered
“twelve hundred or more,
wealth”—is considered, the practicability of thus improving
and entheir condition becomes a subject of great importance
for
their
couragement, and most amply repays the outlay made

benefit.

Ear Infirmary is
The Massachusetts Charitable Eye and
exhibitions
established in Boston, and ranks among the noblest
our
Slate. As
the
of
borders
of practical benevolence within
printed, the extent
reports of this institution are seldom

annual
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of its usefulness may not be generally appreciated, except by
the particular class of sufferers to whose relief it is devoted;
your committee are happy, therefore, to submit some interesting
information kindly furnished them by one of its surgeons, Dr.
R. W. Hooper.
The Massachusetts Charitable Eye and Ear Infirmary will
be removed, on the first of May, to the new building in Charles
street, near Cambridge Bridge.
This institution was founded in 1824, since which time
24,000 patients have applied for assistance.
Efforts have been made, by the friends of this charity, to
increase the accommodations from time to time. For the last
thirteen years we have occupied the building in Green street,
but it having become quite inadequate for the wants of the
community, the new hospital in Charles street was erected in
the past year.
The number of patients who applied for advice, in the last
year, was over two thousand, and of this number, one hundred
and fifty-nine were boarders in the infirmary; the remainder
were treated as out-door patients.
The expenses of this institution are paid, in a great measure,
by the contributions of charitable persons, principally of this
city, and by an annual grant from the State, with an occasional
additional grant when needed.
The government of the infirmary is a board of twelve managers, of whom Robert G. Shaw, Esq., is President, and J. W.
Edmands, Esq., Treasurer.
The infirmary is open daily, at eleven o’clock, when one of
the surgeons is in attendance, to give gratuitous advice to the
poor. It is strictly a charity, and none but the poor are expected to apply there. In some cases, board may be had at the
infirmary at three dollars a week, and a limited number of freepatients can be received.
All applications for admission are made in person, and at the
hour of the daily visit, —eleven o’clock, (Sundays excepted.)
The sugeons of the infirmary are, —Edward Reynolds, M. D.,
29, Winter street; R. W. Hooper, M. D., 44 Summer street;
George A. Bethune, M. D., 129, Tremont street.”
Boston, March 20, 1850.
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The new building, referred to, in the above, was visited by
your committee, and found to be a substantial, commodious,
and well-planned edifice, furnished with ample arrangements for
ventilation, and with all the modern conveniences of bathingrooms, water-closets, shower-baths, &c., for the use of the
afflicted. The site extending from Charles street to tide-water,
was purchased at a low rate ; and the building has been erected
under favorable circumstances, at an expense which was believed, at the time, to be within the means of the institution.
But the furniture, bedding, &c., which has been in constant
use for many years, at the old establishment, will probably
need to be renewed, on the event of removal to their new home,
and should an additional grant, for this purpose, be asked of
the Legislature, your committee would recommend the subject
to their charitable consideration.
The State Reform School, at Westborough, projected, and
most generously endowed by the late Honorable Theodore Lyman, is designed for the noble purpose of rescuing boys who
have just entered upon a vicious course of life. At the previous
examination of this institution, it had scarcely commenced,
having at that time but about fifty boys, a number which has
since increased to more than 300.
The buildings erected for the accommodation of the school
are neat and commodious, the out-buildings and work-shops
convenient, without attempt, in any portion of them, at
ornament or display. A very cheap and simple arrangement
has been made by means of a windmill, constructed on the edge
of a pond in the vicinity, by which pure water is forced into a
reservoir, at the top of the building, of sufficient capacity to
supply the whole establishment.
The boys are taught, during portions of the day, studies
adapted to their abilities and previous training, also instructed
in such labor or mechanical work, as seems best suited to each,
and from an examination of a large portion of them, a very
good progress appears to have been made during their stay.
There is also evidence, not to be mistaken, in examining the
children who compose this school, and, in learning their past
history, that vice and crime have not been, in all cases, of their
own seeking, but have, in many instances, been forced upon
them, by those whose blood courses in their veins; indeed, not
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unfreqnently, commitments have been caused, by doing the
bidding of parents, who shrink from no means of gratifying a
depraved appetite.
A barn has been erected, about a quarter of a mile from the
main buildings, for the use of the farm connected with the
school. It is 132 by 44 feet in size, with a granary, 16 by 50
feet, attached, and contains, under its roof, all the conveniences
usually grouped in various forms around a farm-house. There
is a deep cellar under the whole building, divided by brick and
stone walls into compartments, for the reception of vegetables,
manure, &c., and for such other purposes as a well-conducted
agricultural establishment will suggest.
The barn was built by contract, at a cost, of $5,600, and
appears to be well and substantially constructed, but has nothing superior in style of finish, and is inferior in size and cost
to other buildings used for a like purpose, in the same county.
Important responsibilities must necessarily devolve upon
those who accept the charge of directing the first steps toward
any new establishment. After a careful survey of all the
buildings, and arrangements intended for the convenience of the
Reform School, your committee are of the opinion, that the
trustees have, in the performance of their duties, evinced sound
judgment, and a most judicious regard to economy. And they
can perceive no reason, why the institution, which has commenced under auspices so favorable, should not fully realize the
high expectations of its founders.
The American Asylum for the Deaf and Dumb, at Hartford,
was examined with great care, and your committee may safely
assure the Legislature, that this establishment will compare
most favorably with any public institution within their knowledge, and that those of her children, placed under its influence,
are well and carefully nurtured.
The committee much regretted that the principal of the asylum, Lewis Weld. Esq., was absent at the time of their visit; his
place, however, was supplied by his assistant, Mr. Turner, who
politely escorted them over all parts of the premises, including
the school-rooms, work-shops, play-grounds, &c. All the rooms
in the building are properly ventilated, and neatly kept, and the
arrangements are well adapted to the wants of the inmates.
The several classes of pupils were separately examined, and
2
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their progress, in the branches of study to which they respectively attend, was tested by members of the committee, with
most satisfactory results. The teachers appear much attached
to their occupation, and an unusual degree of affection and
sympathy seemed to pervade their intercourse with the pupils ;
this may perhaps be owing, in a measure, to the peculiar method
of communication between them, but whatever the cause, no one
can spend a day in their midst, without noticing its happy
effect. Another characteristic of this little community, is the
habit of constant industry, evinced by all; listlessness seems
unknown among them, while their animated countenances in
the school-room, and the mirth and joy displayed on the playground, or as they dance their own peculiar evolutions, give
ample evidence of active minds and cheerful hearts.
In reporting the condition of the several institutions, which
your committee were instructed to visit, it has not been deemed
necessary to go into lengthy details, as official reports from most
of them are now before the Legislature; but, in concluding,
they feel it their duty to ask particular attention to the present
state of the various lunatic asylums, throughout the State,
and to express their opinion, that a most pressing call for
increased means of accommodation is now made, not only by
the over-crowded hospitals, but by a large number of the class
for whose relief they are intended, but who are now temporarily
sheltered in various locations, waiting the action of the Legislature in their behalf.
For the Committee,
JONA. PRESTON.

