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Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary inquire and
report, whether any reform be required in the administration of
the Insolvent Laws.

CHAS. CALHOUN, Clerk.

CommontotalU) of iWassartjusttts.

In Senate, March 16, 1850.



2 [AprilINSOLVENT LAWS

The Committee on the Judiciary who were directed, by an
order of the 14th instant, to inquire and report, whether any
reform be required in the administration of the Insolvent Laws,
report the accompanying Resolves.

GEO. S. HILLARD, Chairman.

(Eommontocaltij of JHaosartjusrtts.

In Senate, April 3, 1850.



RESOLVES

Concerning the Insolvent System.

1. Resolved , That the duties of the commissioners, appointed
by the governor, by virtue of certain resolves of the Legislature,
approved April 4, 1849, to report a reform in judicial proceed-
ings, be so far enlarged as to embrace the consideration and
revision of the insolvent system of the Commonwealth.

2. Resolved. That said commissioners consider and report a
new organization of the courts of the Commonwealth, upon the
basis following, viz.:—

1. To establish local courts, which shall sometimes be at-
tended by juries of six, and which shall have civil jurisdiction
of all personal actions, where the sum in controversy does not
exceed one hundred dollars, and of all offences not punishable
by imprisonment in the State prison.

2. To invest the supreme judicial court with all jurisdiction
not conferred on said local courts, and heretofore exercised by
the court of common pleas.

3. To increase the number of judges of the supreme judicial
court.

4. To provide that the chief justice, and certain judges of
said court, shall hold the law terms, and shall hear and decide
all matters and cases in equity, and the other of said judges
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shall hold the nisi prius terms thereof, and to fix a rotation be-
tween all said judges, except the chief justice, in the holding of
said terms.

5. To establish a local court for the county of Suffolk, which
shall consist of judges, and to determine the jurisdiction
of said court.

6. To provide for the attendance of grand juries, at certain of
said local courts, and the certifying of such indictments as may
be found by them, to the courts having jurisdiction thereof.

7. To make such alterations in the terms of the courts as
may be proper, to repeal such acts and parts of acts as may be
rendered expedient and necessary by the changes herein pro-
posed.


