
SENATE....No..No. 88.

The Joint Standing Committee on Railways and Canals, to
whom was referred the Petition of Robert Codman and others,
for leave to lay out and construct a railroad, from the Norfolk
County Railroad, at South Dedham, through, or near the
towns of Canton and Milton, and through Dorchester, Rox-
bury, and South Boston, crossing the flats to a point in Bos-
ton proper, near the foot of Summer street; and several peti-
tions in aid of the same, and remonstrances against the same,
—have attended thereto, and ask leave to

The distance from South Dedham to Boston, by the route
proposed, is about fifteen miles. The plan and profiles pre-
sented to the committee, lead them to suppose that the road is
feasible, and may be constructed without encountering serious
difficulties. The estimates were hastily prepared, and had not
been subjected to that rigorous examination and revision, which
would be requisite, before entering upon an enterprise of such
magnitude.

It is proposed to cross South Boston through a tunnel, emerge
upon a wharf a little to the eastward of the wharf of the Boston
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Wharf Company, establishing there a freight depot on tide
water, and cross the flats and channel upon piles, to a point
near the foot of Summer street, where the passenger depot is to
be located. The expense of this part of the route, and depot ac-
commodations, must be very great; and the estimate for land
damages is regarded by the committee as too low.

The first inquiry for the committee, was, whether any exi-
gency existed for the proposed road and depots, arising from
business upon the line of the road. Upon a slight inspection of
the evidence before the committee, it was manifest to them that
there was not. It is true the proposed road passes a good portion
of the way upon the lines of the Mount Pleasant, Dorchester and
Milton Extension, and the Fore Meadow Branch Railroads; and
it maybe said that, as these lines are already chartered, an
exigency should be assumed, so far as those roads extend, and
the proposed road will be a substitute therefor. But all these
roads are chartered to connect with other roads, to run into the
city upon the tracks of other roads, and to use the depots of
other roads. Cheaply constructed and economically managed
roads might, under such circumstances, be properly chartered,
when it would be highly improper to charter them, if the great
expense of constructing a new depot in Boston were involved in
the enterprise.

Having come to the conclusion that the business between
Boston and South Dedham would not justify the construction
of the proposed road, the committee considered the business
beyond that point.

The Norfolk County Railroad, coming from Blackstone, pass-
ing through South Dedham, connects with the Dedham Branch
of the Boston and Providence Railroad, at the village of Ded-
ham. There is no difference, that the committee are aware of,
in the distance between Boston and South Dedham, by the pro-
posed road and the old road; so that in this respect the new
road would offer no advantage over the old one. And, in the
matter of grades and curves, they are deemed to Be about equal.
But the Norfolk County Railroad Company, who appeared as
petitioners in aid of the petition of Robert Codman and others,
represented that it was highly important to their road that the
prayer of the petitioners should be granted, in order that the
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Norfolk Counly Road might have an independent entrance to
the city, and also might reach tide water.

Whatever might be the advantages of an independent en-
trance to the city, it was not quite apparent how it could be
attained by the proposed road. It is to be presumed that Rob-
ert Codman and others will, by a separate corporation, build
the new road, if it be built at all. And if so, the Norfolk
County Company will be dependent upon them for the use of
the new road, and it may be as difficult to make a satisfactory
arrangement with the new connecting link as with the old.

The advantage of coming to fide water was pressed very
strongly upon the committee; and, although there appeared to
be a great uniformity in the testimony, in showing the desira-
bleness of having access to tide water, for receiving and dis-
charging certain things of heavy or cumbrous freight, the com-
mittee were unable, from any evidence produced, to attach so
much importance to it as the Norfolk County Company, and
the witnesses in their behalf appeared to.

The superintendents of the Boston and Worcester, and the
Boston and Lowell roads, (both of which roads have wharves
upon tide water,) appeared before the committee, and stated the
amount of freight brought by water to their respective roads, for
conveyance in 1849.

The whole amount of freight taken from the wharf, and sent
up by the Boston and Worcester road, was 48,642 tons. Of
this, only 25,780 tons were received by water, and of this.
7,130 tons, were coal.

The whole amount of freight sent up by the Boston and
Lowell road, was 179.000 tons. Of this, only 40,000 tons were
received by water, and of this, 29,000 tons were coal.

Now, in both these cases, the amount of water borne
freight, compared with the whole, is very insignificant; and it
is by no means apparent, that the proportion on the proposed
road, would be any greater than on these.

If this be so, whether the business upon the new road be
great or small, it can hardly justify the very great contemplated
expenditure for the attainment of that object.

The committee, therefore, do not think the advantages to be
attained by the Norfolk County Road, would justify the requi-
site expenditure.
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There were, also, interests represented before the committee,
urging the grant of the prayer of the petitioners, lying beyond
the terminus of the Norfolk County Road. It appears that a
road is chartered from Blackstone to Southbridge —running a
short distance in the state of Connecticut. Also, that the Hart-
ford, Piovidence, and T i sinkill Railroad Company, is chartered
in Connecticut, running from the east line of that state, to the
west line, and, by a charter in New York, extending to Fishkill
on the Hudson. Provision is made in the charter of this com-
pany, to connect with the Southbridge road, if desired. Hence,
it appears, that a continuous line of road is chartered from the
terminus of the Norfolk County Road, at Blackstone, to the
Hudson River, at Fishkill. Fishkill lies directly opposite New-
burgh, where the principal freight depot of the Erie Railroad is
located; which road extends through the lower counties ofNew
York, and, occasionally diverging into Pennsylvania, reaches
the lake at the town of Dunkirk. This road is finished to
Corning, and its completion to Dunkirk may be expected at an
early day.

The people of Connecticut, and especially of Hartford, lake
a deep interest in that portion of this long continuous line,
which lies in that state. They anticipate results from the com-
pletion of the whole line east of the Hudson to Boston, as fa-
vorable, at least, as those which have crowned the construction
of our Western Road. It was in evidence, that this line in
Connecticut, passes through a very busy and thriving manu-
facturing region, which would supply the road with a vast
amount of business; and the committee were deeply impressed
with the importance of securing a share of that business, as
well as what might be won in this direction of the business
of the Erie Road. The Erie Road must command|a fair portion
of the freight of the products of the illimitable west ; and as it
pours those products upon the tide water of the Hudson, it is to
be hoped that a road may be constructed to that point, to bring
it to Boston. Gentlemen from Hartford, of the highest respecta-
bility and standing, appeared in person, and were represented
by counsel before the committee.

The distance from Boston to Fishkill, by this newly chartered
line, and over the Norfolk County Road, is about two hundred
miles. Of this, the Norfolk County and Dedh am Branch are
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built, say, thirty-six miles, and in Connecticut, about forty-
eight miles are built, say, from Willimantic, through Hartford
to Bristol, leaving one hundred and sixteen miles to be con-
structed. Of this, fifteen miles only, lies in this State, thirty
miles in Connecticut, between the dividing line of that state and
Massachusetts, and the rest in the westerly part of Connecticut
and in New York. From the testimony before the committee,
they do not see any reason to doubt, that most, if not all these
sections would be good paying roads by themselves; and if the
whole were constructed, that a fair share of the business con-
centrated at Newburgh, might be won in this direction. It is not
very obvious why as great a proportion of the travel and freight
concentrated at Newburgh, should not come to Boston, over the
new road, as now comes over the western road, of the aggre-
gate concentrated at Albany.

The vast importance of securing this immense prospective
business to Boston, was urged upon the committee with great
power and eloquence by counsel; and it is believed that the
committee are fully sensible of its importance, and would con-
tribute every thing in their power to secure it.

But the committee are unable to see how the granting of the
prayer of the petition can, in any important degree, contribute
to the proposed end. It seemed to the committee that the ad-
vantages of the proposed road and depot were very much over-
rated, and the advantages and conveniences of the Boston and
Providence Road and depot were very much underrated or
overlooked. The Connecticut friends of the enterprise cannot
but see that the advantages of tide water are greatly exagger-
ated, if the experience of the roads already alluded to is to be
taken as ground for inference; and if it be not, if there was
any fallacy in the statements, it was the duty of the petitioners
to point it out. The committee do not see any grounds to sup-
pose that any considerable portion of freight, coming or going
from or to points beyond the limits of Massachusetts, and espe-
cially such as comes or goes from or to points beyond the Hud-
son, would be at all affected in its destination by this circum-
stance. One highly respectable witness, an agent of extensive
cotton and woollen factories in Connecticut, who expects to use
this road when completed, for the conveyance of his freight,
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testified that he did not regard access to tide-water as of the
least importance.

Laying out of view the tide-water accommodations, the
committee do not see any advantages that can arise from hav-
ing a depot located in South Boston for freight, and another in
Sea Street for passengers, over using that of the Boston and
Providence Road for both. It was in evidence that the Boston
and Providence depot afforded accommodations for ten times
the business now done there ; and, when their present building
and lands shall be insufficient, any quantity of additional land
can be had. The location of the latter depot is certainly one
of the most desirable in the city, far more easily accessible to
teams and carriages than those proposed for the new road.
What good reason then can be urged why it should not be used
to its utmost capacity before others shall be deemed necessary?
And how can it be possible that the destination of freight or
passengers, coming east from Connecticut or from beyond the
Hudson, and still further from beyond the lakes, can be affected,
to any considerable extent, by the circumstance, whether they
land at South Boston and Sea Street, or at the bottom of our
beautiful common? The committee deem the latter most at-
tractive.

An attempt was made to show that the Boston and Provi-
dence Road, running so many trains as it does, could not, with
the most accommodating disposition, give the business coming
upon it at Dedham that despatch and those facilities to which
it was entitled, and which were essential to the success and
prosperity of the roads beyond. But the committee do not see
why it may not. Having a double track out to the point of
divergence of the Dedham Branch, and there being no natural
impediment to the laying of a third track il needed, and when-
ever needed, it is far from obvious why every desirable facility
may not be granted. The evidence of the Superintendent ot
the Boston and Providence Road was very full on this point.

It was further urged that, in point of fact, the Boston and
Providence Company had been unaccommodating in making
arrangements to do the business coming upon its road at Ded-
ham ; that it sent out both freight and passengers at incon-
venient hours, and was extortionate in its charges, both upon
freight and passengers. But from the facts in evidence, the
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committee fail to draw such inferences. Some hasty remarks
and some abrupt decisions may iiave been made; but the evi-
dence entirely failed to show that the Boston and Providence
Company were not willing and desirous, at all times, to do any
service requested of them by the Norfolk County Road, which
would afford reasonable remuneration.

But if the terms of the connection had been onerous, and
difficulty and vexation had attended the arranging of the details
of it, this circumstance could hardly be regarded as an element
in making out an exigency for a new road, much less as con-
stituting such an exigency. The Legislature has wisely re-
served the power in her own hands to prescribe such terms as
equity requires, when railroad companies manifest a disposition
to be oppressive. The aggrieved party has ample means of
redress in the Legislature; and it has but to invoke efficient
protection and it will receive it.

After so much experience as has now been had in the matter
of railroad connections, it cannot be difficult to make them on
principles of equity. The Boston and Lowell Road has an
extended line entering upon it; the Fitchburg also. Several
lines come upon the Boston and Worcester Road. The Taun-
ton and New Bedford Branch comes upon the Boston and
Providence Road. The Cape Cod Branch comes upon the Fall
River, and the Fall River upon the Old Colony. Here are
numerous connections found upon roads coming into Boston;
and only one instance has ever occurred, it is believed, in which
there has been any legislative interference invoked. While in
so many instances the terms are satisfactory, and in so few
unsatisfactory, it cannot be a difficult matter to find and arrange
terms of connection that shall be just and equitable.

The committee have now disposed of most of the points pre-
sented by the petitioners. Several remonstrances were put in,
presenting some points for consideration of great importance.
These points would have received notice in this report, if the
committee had come to a different conclusion from the one
arrived at. As it is, it is not deemed important to notice any
of them.

The committee entered upon the hearing and examination of
this petition, with a most sincere desire that the facts would
disclose an exigency for granting it. An unusual degree of



interest has been manifested in relation to it; and the commit-
tee are not insensible of many advantages that might be ex-
pected to follow its construction. But, weighing all the cir-
cumstances as impartially as they can, they are constrained to
recommend that the petitioners have leave to withdraw their
petition.

For the committee,

JNO. H. WILKINS, Chairman.
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