
SENATE....No.No. 89.

To the Senate.

Council Chamber, April 4, 18.50.

I transmit to the Honorable Senate, for the use of the Legis-
lature, the Report of the Commissioner, under a Resolve of
1849, chap. 111, in relation to the District of Boston Corner.

GEO. N. BRIGGS.

MESSAGE.
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To the Honorable Legislature of Massachusetts.
The undersigned, appointed a Commissioner, under a Resolve

of the last Legislature, “to inquire into the situation and
grievances of the inhabitants of the district of Boston Corner,
and to recommend to the next General Court such legislation
as may be thought necessary and expedient for the relief of
the burdens under which they suffer,” submits the following

Boston Corner is an incorporated district, and contains some
twelve hundred acres of land, in the southwest corner of the
State. About seven hundred acres of this land lie on the west
side of a high, and, except by footmen, entirely impassable
ridge of mountain, known as part of the Taghkanie range, and
are of little value. The remaining five hundred acres, or there-O J

abouts. lie at the foot of the mountain, and compose part of a
very level district of country, embracing several adjacent and
neighboring townships, in the state of New York. The inhab-
itants of the district live on this five hundred acres, which is
the only part of the district that can ever be inhabited or im-
proved. This is all under cultivation, and may be easily
cultivated, quite to the base of,the mountain, which rises so
abruptly as to mark, very distinctly, the line between the im-
provable and unimprovable land. For every useful or practical
purpose, that part of the territory which lies on the side of the
mountain, might as well belong to an adjoining town, or dis-
trict, as to the district of Boston Corner. And the principal
object the inhabitants have in view, in desiring to be annexed
to the state of New York, would be accomplished by annexing
to that state the remainder of the territory only, or this small
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piece of plane, or level land, of about five hundred acres. This
tract of level land, is a three-cornered piece, formed or cut off
by this range of mountain, which runs from the town of An-
cram, in the state of New York, diagonally across the corner of
Massachusetts, into the town of Northeast, also in the state of
New York. The inhabitants of the district, if they desire to go
into any other part of Massachusetts, must pass into the state
of New York, (which they do almost immediately, the average
distance to the line of that state, by the highway, being, per-
haps, a hundred to a hundred and fifty rods,) thence round the
impassable part of the mountain, through part of the towns of
Ancram, Copake, and Hillsdale, in New York, to Egremont, in
this State. The distance they thus travel in the state of New
York, is about twelve miles. The situation of the inhabitants,
so far as their relation to Massachusetts, or any benefits to be
derived from its laws, or the enjoyment of the rights and privi-
leges which are conferred by them on her citizens, are con-
cerned, is the same as though this small, three-cornered piece
of improved land, on which they live, was situated some ten or
twelve miles in the interior of the state of New York, and thus
entirely separated from all other parts of the State. They
would have to cross no more of the territory of New Yrork, to
reach other parts of Massachusetts, in one case, than in the
other. The town of Mount Washington lies east of the district,
but it is separated from it by this impassable mountain, and the
inhabitants of the district have no intercourse or business rela-
tions, or comparatively none, with that town. This inter-
course and these relations, are all with the adjoining or neigh-
boring towns, in the state of New York, except so far as they
are controlled by the laws of this State, as in the case of the
record of deeds, &c.

There are in the district thirteen families, including mechan-
ics, tenants, &c. Nineteen children, between five and sixteen,
years of age, and sixty inhabitants in all, as ascertained by a
hasty, though substantially accurate enumeration; the length
of highway in the district is about a mile and a half ; and the
average value of the land, exclusive of the mountain, is about
twenty dollars an acre, though some of it is worth forty or fifty
dollars.

This is the situation of the inhabitants of the district. Then
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grievances, as stated by themselves, and correctly, grow out of
their unnatural connection with Massachusetts. There would
be no disposition to be set off to any other state, if the moun-
tain, which cuts off all practical or convenient communication
with this State, was removed. They represent themselves as
being really, and practically, without law, though nominally
living under a system of laws as wholesome and salutary, as
can be found anywhere on the face of the globe. The district
was incorporated in 1833, but the inhabitants are so few in
number, and so situated in reference to other parts of the State,
that they have supposed an organization under the act of incor-
poration, and a transaction of the business of the district under
the forms of law, would be an expense and a burden, without
affording any substantial relief; and hitherto there has been no
formal organization. The business of the district is done upon
the plan of a voluntary association, each individual contributing
towards the public burdens what is deemed to be his share, or
the more liberal contributing more than their share. The.
county taxes are paid by voluntary contribution, upon an equi-
table estimate or valuation, and some individual collects and
remits the amount to the county treasury. Their schools are
supported in the same manner. The entire district of Boston
Corner, with parts of the towns of Ancram and Northeast, com-
pose a school district. The school is taught, on an average,
about nine months in the year: four months in the winter, and
five months in the summer. The price paid the teachers is
about twenty dollars per month, including board, daring the
winter months, and about twelve dollars a month, including
board, during the summer months. About three-fourths of this
expense is defrayed by the inhabitants ofBoston Corner, and,
in their unorganized state, they have been able to draw nothing
from the State treasury for this purpose.

But the inhabitants, who appear to be good citizens, and,
most of them certainly, very intelligent, industrious and frugal,
do not complain so much of their pecuniary burdens, (though
they think these are in many respects very much increased by
the peculiarities of their position,) as of their deprivation of the

privileges and protection which the laws are intended to secure.

This deprivation they regard as very great, and, remaining
under the laws of Massachusetts, they think it is, and will



1550.] SENATE—No. S9. 5

continue to be, unavoidable, it was represented by the inhab-
itants of the district, and others, that this territory was regard-
ed, in the surrounding towns, as being under no law, or none
that could be enforced, and that evil disposed persons had
resorted there to commit trespasses, and make disturbance,
knowing that the inhabitants had no means of redress. And
what practical or substantial redress can there be, for a people
so few that they cannot themselves sustain and enforce the law,
and so situated in regard to other parts of the State, that the
requisite aid cannot be obtained? This they regard as a great,
evil, which is inseparable from their present condition, and,
while they remain in this condition, they feel that they must
sometimes suffer indignities and depredations, which would not
be offered or committed, under the restraints which wholesome
laws, which are enforced, impose. The difference between
them and their neighbors, just over the line, in this respect, will
be apparent.

Another evil of which they complain, is, that they are so
situated as to be practically denied the privilege of the elective

They might exercise this right, formally, now, to a
certain extent, but there is no motive to do it. Were they to
exercise it, to the extent which the law allows, it would be to
elect rulers, who could, under the circumstances, neither know
them nor their interests. They have no voice in making the
laws of the Commonwealth, nor can they have.

These are the evils under which they suffer now, and must
continue to suffer, while their territory remains a part of this
State. Their connection with Massachusetts is unnatural and
inconvenient, while with New York it would be both natural
and convenient. If annexed to that state, they would naturally
become a part of the town of Ancram, which adjoins them on
the west, which would at once give them all the privileges of
inhabitants of an incorporated town, and place them in a posi-
tion that would furnish motive for the exercise of the rights
which are so dear to every American citizen.

If the evils under which they suffer were temporary, they
would feel less inclined to urge their request to be set off; but
they regard them as permanent. I suggested other modes of
relieving them from their burdens, or of furnishing partial relief
—such as exonerating them in whole or in part from taxation
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Their prompt reply was, that if the State would pay several
times the amount of their taxes it would not be a compensation
for the deprivations which they experience. The value of their
property is unfavorably affected by their present position, and
they think there can be no practical relief short of being
annexed to the state of New York.

Evidence of the great anxiety of the inhabitants of the dis-
trict to be annexed to New York, may be found in the fact, that
this is the fourth time application has been made to the Legis-
lature for this purpose. These applications are attended with
more or less expense. The expenses incurred already, under
the present petition, are about fifty dollars.

In view of the “two principal difficulties,” suggested by the
committee of the last Legislature, in their report on the petition,
viz.: that if the territory is annexed to New York it will require
the consent of the General Government, and an alteration of
the constitution of this State, I was strongly disinclined to
recommend a course of legislation that would make either of
these things necessary. But on examining the territory. I be-
came satisfied it ought to be annexed to the state of New York,
notwithstanding these objections. It appears to roe both “ ne-
cessary and expedient, for the relief of the burdens under which
the inhabitants of the district suffer,” that this should be done.

I therefore recommend the adoption of such a course of legis-
lation, as will result in the annexation of the territory of the
district ofBoston Corner to the state of New York.

J. Z. GOODRICH. Commissioner.
April 3. 1850.


