
SENATE 1....N0. 95.

House of Representatives April 5, 1850.

Answer of lire House of Representatives to the Message of the
Honorable Senate, relative to a paragraph in the Boston
Semi-Weekly Republican, edited by Hon. Henry Wilson, a
member of this House from the town of Natick, rvhich is
alleged to contain a Libel on that Branch.

The House considers each branch to be the exclusive judge
of its own privileges; but, as neither branch can exercise au-
thority over a member of the other, it is in accordance with
established Parliamentary law, that, when one branch has
occasion to deal with a member of the other, it should make
complaint to the branch of which the offender is a member, in
order that each branch may exercise authority over its own
members, and, therefore, the House acknowledges, in this mes-
sage, that regard for its privileges which ought to characterize
intercourse between two coordinate branches of the govern-
ment.

The House, accordingly, lias given respectful consideration
to the message of the Senate, but is of the opinion, that it does
not embrace mailer of libel known to the laws or to the consti-
tution of this Commonwealth, or matter of which this House
deems it proper to take cognizance.

CommontotaUlj of iHassadjusetts.
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And, for these reasons, the House of Representatives respect-
fully declines to take further action on the message of the Hon-
orable Senate.

House of Kepresentatives, April 5, 1850.

Read and adopted; and Mr. Frothingham, of Charlestown,
is charged with a message to communicate the same to the
Senate.

C. W. STOREY, Clerk.
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The foregoing “Answer” having been read, Mr. Hillard
submitted the following resolutions, to wit:

Resolved, by the Se?iate, That it is highly important, for the
bests interests of the Commonwealth, that harmonious relations
should exist between the two branches of the Legislature, and
that whatever tends to a different result deserves the reproba-
tion of all good citizens.

Resolved, further, That those considerations of decorum and
propriety which should control the written and published com-
ments of every citizen of Massachusetts upon the action of the
Legislature, should apply with peculiar force to the members of
the Legislature themselves.

Resolved, further, That libellous reflections upon one branch
of the Legislature, avowedly written and published by mem-
bers of the other branch, are highly unbecoming, have a ten-
dency to produce unfriendly feeling between the two branches,
and are unfavorable to the proper discharge of the duties en-
trusted to the Legislature.

Resolved, further, That the powers with which legislative
bodies are clothed, in order to'protect themselves against such
libellous attacks as are intended to bring them into ridicule
and contempt, are not opposed to constitutional liberty, but are
in aid and support thereof; and if it ever should become neces-
sary for either branch of the Legislature to exert those powers,
we feel confident that they will be sustained therein by the
public sentiment of the people of Massachusetts.

In Senate, April 6, 1850.




