
SENATE....No. 115.

In Senate, February 23, 1850.

Ordered, That the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and In-
surance, examine and consider if any alterations in the lines
or channels of South Bay, or any part of Fore Point Channel,
be necessary to preserve the depth of water, or prevent the
formation of shoals or bars, in the same, and report by bill, or
otherwise.

Sent down for concurrence.

CHAS. CALHOUN, Clerk.

House of Representatives, February 2G, 1850.

Concurred.
C. W. STOREY, Clerk.

Commontoealttj of iHassacijusctts.



2 [April.SURVEY OF BACK BAY.

House of Representatives, March 1, 1850.

Ordered, That the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and In-
surance, be instructed to inquire into the necessity or expedi-
ency of any legislative action for the protection of the rights of
the Commonwealth, as to the flats in Cambridge, Charlestown,
and the towns bounded by Boston Harbor.

Sent up for concurrence.

CHAS. W. STOREY, Clerk.

Senate, March 2, 1850.
Concurred.

CHAS. CALHOUN. Clerk.

©omiuontotalt!) of
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The Joint Standing Committee on Mercantile Affairs and In-
surance, to whom was committed the petition of David Sears,
praying for a board of commissioners, for examination of Back
Bay; and also, memorial of the city of Roxbury, with regard
to the same.

Also, an Order of the Senate, of February 23d, 1850, to con-
sider if any alterations in the lines or channels, of South Bay,
are necessary. And also, an Order of the House of Represent-
atives, with regard to flats in the towns bounded by Boston
Harbor, report the accompanying Resolve.

ALBERT THORNDIKE.

(Eotttimmtoealti) of JHasaartjusetts.

In Senate, April 25. 1850.



4
[April,SURVEY OF HACK BAY.

Resolved, That the Governor, by and with the advice of the
Council, be authorized and requested to appoint two additional
commissioners, under the Resolve of March eleventh, of the
present year, authorizing a survey of Back Bay In addition to
the duties required by the above-named Resolve, said commis-
sioners shall also define, upon a plan or plans, such lines as
they shall think expedient to establish, beyond which no
wharves shall be extended into and over the tide-water of the
Commonwealth, on the flats on the easterly side of Fore Point
Channel, and the northerly shore of South Boston.

Also, examine if any alterations in the lines and channels of
South Bay, or any part of Fore Point Channel, be necessary to
preserve the depth of water, or prevent the formation of shoals
or bars, in the same.

Also, make such further inquiries as they may deem ex-
pedient, respecting the flats or lands below the ordinary line of
riparian ownership in that basin or bay, commonly called “the
Back Bay,” which has heretofore been cut off by dams or oth-
erwise, from the natural flow of the tides in Boston Harbor;
and also, respecting the flats below said line, and within two

hundred feet north of the main dam leading from Boston to

Brookline; with a view to ascertain what titles in fee or other-
wise, and what special uses, rights of occupation and improve-
ment casements, or other privileges in the flats aforesaid, or

RESOLVE
In addition to a Resolve authorizing a Survey of Back Bay.

Commontoraltij of iHaßsacljusttts.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty.
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any portion thereof, have heretofore been granted by the Com-
monwealth to, or are now held by individuals, or by municipal
or other corporations, and consider what valuable interest, if
any therein, remains in the Commonwealth.

And also, consider what measures can be taken for the im-
provement of the said flats or land, so as to make them most
valuable to all parties interested therein, and in what manner
the various conflicting interests, if any there be therein, may be
most speedily and equitably adjusted.

And the said commissioners are hereby authorized to obtain
the advice and assistance of the attorney general of the Com-
monwealth, upon any legal points or questions that may be in-
volved in the examination of the several subjects hereby re-
ferred to them.

And the said commissioners shall give at least thirty days’
notice, in three or more newspapers published in Boston, and
one or more newspapers published in Roxbury, of a time and
place for hearing, so that all persons interested may appear and
be heard in relation to the matters herein mentioned, and shall
make report of all their doings, before the first day of January,
one thousand eight hundred and fifty-one, to the Governor, who
is hereby requested to lay the same before the Legislature.




