
SENATE....No. 116.

To the Honorable Senate of the Commonwealth of Massachu-
setts ;

Inasmuch as the action of the Senate upon ihe Resolve of
the House of Representatives, relating to sales and conveyances
of public lands, and the order of inquiry adopted by your hon-
orable body, on the 16th inst, made no provision for any exam-
ination as to the truth of certain imputations cast upon the
land agent, and the propriety and character of any sales or
agreements made by him since the date of his last annual
report.

The undersigned most respectfully and urgently asks, that a
committee may be forthwith appointed to examine the same
fully, and to report as soon as possible thereon.

GEO. W. COFFIN, Land Agent.

Land Office, 18 March , 1850.

Commontotaltf) of iHassacljustUs.
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In Senate, March 20, 1850.

Ordered, That the communication received from the land
agent be referred to a special joint committee, with full power
to examine into all matters involved therein, and to report as
soon as may be thereon; and Messrs. Buckingham and Seavee
were appointed, on the part of this Board.

Sent down for concurrence.

CHAS. CALHOUN, Clerk.

House of Representatives, March 21, 1850.

Concurred, and
Messrs. Brinlev, of Boston,

Payson, of Rowley,
Ives, of Westfield,
Brastow, of Somerville, and
Smallidge, of Shutesbury,

are joined.
CHAS. W. STOREY, Clerk.

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS.

In Senate, March 26, 1850.

Messrs. Daggett and King are appointed on the committee
on the communication from the land agent, to take the place of
Messrs. Buckingham and Seavee, who are excused.

CHAS. CALHOUN, Clerk.

ftammontotalfl) of



1850]
C>SENATE—No. 116.

The Joint Special Committee on the Communication of the
Land Agent, requesting an inquiry as to the truth of certain
imputations cast upon his official conduct,

That they have attended to the duty assigned them, by hold-
ing several meetings at the land office, examining the papers
and plans of the land agent, hearing his statements and expla-
nations, an i the testimony which he produced,

They also inquired into the origin of the various rumors
which were in circulation in regard to the late management of
the officdf and particularly to tie sales made or sanctioned by
him since the commencement of the present session. The re-
ports referred to were of a vague and indefinite character. No
specific charges had been made against him, but surmises of
various kinds were afloat that something was wrong in the
numerous and apparently sudden sales made during the months
of January and February last.

The hurried passage of certain resolves through the House,
and the supposed purposes contemplated by them, which seemed
to imply a censure upon the doings of the land agent, together
with the various rumors in circulation above referred to, in-
duced him to demand an nvestigation.

He seemed disposed to afford the committee, during their
investigation, all the means in his power which would aid them
in their inquiries. A knowledge of the facts of the case, satis-
fied the committee that there was nothing in these sales out of
the usual course of proceedings, and that there is no just foun-
dation for the imputations inadvertently cast upon him.

In Senate, April 25, 1850.

(TommonUjcalUj of JHassatijusetts.

REPORT;



4 LAND AGENT. [April,
Since the first day of January, the land agent has made the

following sales, according to his return of the ISth of March,
viz:

1850. . „
.

_Acres. Price. Terms.
January 5, to S. Cary, .

. . T. No. 13, R. 13 11,118 58c.] %
“ 10, “ John S. Jenness, T. No. 4, R. 12 11,091 53 ps -o
“ “ “ “ “ T. No. 11, R. 14 10,944 50
“ 24, “W.B. S. Moore, T. No. 13, R. 15 10,896 50 g §
“ 29, “E. S. Coe, . . T. No. 19, R. 12 12,9414 35 | o

Febru’y 16, “ David Pingree, . T. No. 10, R. 8 11,308 70 J?|.
“ “ “ “ “ .T. No. 11, R. 8 11,2854 $l.OO fV-“ “ “ “ “ . T. No. 10, R. 9 11,524 1.50 g»■
“ “ “ “ “ . T. No. 11, R. 9 11,533 85 3' 3
“ “ “ “ “ •T. No. 10, R. 10 12,1964 30 | I
“ 26, “ Thomas Howe, . T. No. 13, R. 9 11,0614 30 rig

March 4, “ John S. Jenness, T. No. 14, R. 8 11,017 46

136,966 #7.5712 half townships, average, 63 cents per acre.

In addition to the foregoing list, we have engaged to sell the
following tracts. I have received the cash payments, but the
notes are not received, of course no conveyances are yet made,
viz:

1849. Acres. paid.
March 5, to Jewett & March, .T. No. 12, R. 8 11,3394 75c. #2,253.90
December 20, to B. Wiggin and

others, satisfactory notes to be
given, T. No. 9, R. 8 11,346 #l.lO 2,982.65

1850, Feb. 19, to G. L. Boynton
6 Co., do. do T. No. 9, R. 9 10,9844 90 2,470.60

1850, Feb. 19, to William H.
McCrillis, do. do T. No. 9, R. 10 11,4934 75 2,155.03

1850, Feb. 23, to Isaac Farrar, .T. No. 11, R. 11 11,089 70 a
« “ “ .T. No. 11, R. 12 11,1074 58 V 4,449.19
« “ “ .T. No. 11, R. 10 12,0774 30 J

79,4374 #5.03
7 half townships, average, 72 cents per acre.

The mode of selling the public lands may not be familiar
to all.

1. A survey is made of a range of townships, or an undivided
tract of land, accompanied by a detailed report of the surveyor
and explorers, stating the estimated amount of timber, the
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average quality, the character of the surface and the nature of
the soil, the lakes and streams of water, the facilities of float-
ing lumber, &c., and whatever else may aid in forming an esti-
mate of the value of the land. This report is returned into the
land office and there preserved.

2. After an examination of this survey and report, with such
further information, if any, as may have been obtained from
other sources, the land agents of Massachusetts and Maine
form an estimate of the value and fix upon a price.

3. Sealed proposals are received for the purchase of these
lands and lodged in the office till the preparations for the sales
are completed, when these proposals are opened, and if an offer
has been made by any one which comes up to the stated price,
he is considered as entitled to the land on complying with the
terms of payment. If no one has made a proposal as high as
the price fixed, and the lands, which have thus been brought
into market, remain unsold for a considerable length of time, a
reexamination and new exploration is sometimes made, especially
if there is any reason to believe that the first estimate is too high,
and, if circumstances require it, another price is established.
When the offer is made to one of the agents, he gives notice to
the other, and, if he concurs and has not previously received a
proposal for the same, the sales are made, provided the pur-
chaser can comply with the terms of payment and furnish the
securities required.

These sealed proposals are sometimes made many months
previous to their being opened.

In the above sales, most of the applications or sealed propo-
sals were made for the purchase long before, commencing as
early as September, 1848, and continuing down to November,
1849, a few being made since that date, and were lodged in the
office waiting the completion of the suiveys and the further
action of the land agents, and were opened November 30th,
according to previous arrangements.

It should be constantly borne in mind, that no sales are made
by the agent of this State, of lands owned jointly, without the
concurrence of the agent of Maine.

The cause of the large sales above mentioned, to David Pin-
mee and to B. Wiggin and others, was stated to be, that “an
expensive project was in contemplation, at that time, to connect
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the sources of the St. John’s with the waters of the Penobscot,
by constructing a railroad or canal,” by which the timber on
those lands might be brought to market in this direction. This
project, or the expectation that it would be attempted, of
coarse, attracted the attention and excited the hopes of specu-
lators and lumber dealers. The committee give no opinion as
to the probability that this design will ever be accomplished.

The demand for these lands has now entirely ceased, and if
the sales had been delayed, the interests of the Commonwealth
would have suffered. The committee consider that the sale of
these lands, at the time, was the result of a wise foresight, or,
at least, was a fortunate occurrence for the interests of Massa-
chusetts.

Judge Cony, the land agent of Maine, appeared before the
committee, was questioned in regard to these sales, and stated
that the prices obtained were fair ones, or he should not have
concurred in them. He also confirmed the statements and
opinions of Mr. Coffin, so far as his knowledge extended.

Whenever lands have been sold for less than the original
price, it has been in consequence of a reexamination or a new
exploration.

Another gentleman from Maine, familiar with all these town-
ships and with the condition of the lands generally in that
vicinity, stated that the lands were sold for full as much as
they were worth, and that he would not now take them off the
hands of the purchasers at the average price paid.

It had been intimated, that there was an understanding be-
tween the land agent and the committee appointed last year to
report on the public property of the Commonwealth, that no
more sales should be made till action should be had on the
recommendations suggested in it. Mr. Coffin denies that he
had any such understanding of the wishes of that committee.
Even if there had been any such intimation, on their part, we
are clearly of the opinion that they had no authority, and it
was not their duty, to suspend the operations of the land office,
or control tiie agent in the discharge of his duties. The land
agent is an officer acting under the standing laws of the Com-
monwealth and on his official responsibility, and could not
exonerate himself from his duties by the opinion or suggestion
of any individual or committee. It was his duty to continue
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his sales, if, in his judgment, the public interests required it,
until authorized or required by law to suspend them. But we
understand that committee to disclaim any such authority or
intention.

The committee forbear entering into any further details of
the facts and circumstances connected with the recent official
proceedings of the land agent, as they were satisfied that any
reports in regard to them, which have come to their knowledge,
prejudicial to his reputation, originated in a misapprehension of
the truth and the facts of the case. The committee would
remark, that the examination of the subject has only tended to
impress more strongly on their minds, the expediency of estab-
lishing, agreeably to the repeated recommendations of the land
agent, a board of trustees or commissioners, who shall advise
him in his duties and share with him his responsibilities.

In conclusion, the committee are unanimously of opinion,
that there is nothing in these official transactions, which im-
peach his integrity, or show any maladministration in his office.
They all concur in the conclusion, that there is no good reason
to believe, that, in the recent sales of the public lands, he has
been influenced by any improper motives, nor any just founda-
tion for the reports which have been in circulation casting im-
putations upon him, or tending, in any respect, to impeach his
official conduct.

The committee, therefore, ask to be discharged from the fur-
ther consideration of the subject.

Per order,

J. DAGGETT, Chairman.

April 24th, ISSO.




