
SENATE....No. 122.

The Joint Special Committee, to whom were committed the
petitions of Elbridge Green and others, and of Henry Hyde
and others, in aid thereof, &c., praying that a part of the
town of Malden may be set off and incorporated by the
name of Melrose,

That, by request, they have viewed the premises, have given
a full hearing to the parties and their witnesses, and due con-
sideration to the arguments of counsel.

The petition of Elbridge Green and others, prays that the
north part of Malden, according to a line therein described,
may be set off and incorporated as a town. It appeared in
evidence, and on examination, that this territory contains about
2 600 acres, and, at present, about 1,200 inhabitants; that this
portion of the town has grown up almost entirely within a few
years, and is now rapidly increasing; that the present popula-
tion is mostly foreign to the town of Malden, composed, prin-
cipally, of families and persons who have removed to that place
from other towns and the city of Boston. The Boston and
Maine Railroad passes through the village, and affords facilities
for carrying passengers to and from their places of business.
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This part of the town, which bears the name of Melrose, is
separated from the other by a natu al barrier; the proposed line
of division running through a wild, unimproved, and almost
uninhabitable territory, constituting, in most respects, a far
better boundary than a line passing through a cultivated and
populous region, cutting farms, and separating immediate neigh-
bors into different towns.

The business and social relations of Melrose are not with the
other portions of Malden ; it seems to form a distinct commu-
nity, and, in the opinion of the committee, is destined to be-
come a separate town, and that a separation would contribute
to the convenience, harmony, and prosperity of the inhabitants,
and would be no injury or disadvantage to the remaining part
of Malden. It would leave a fine, pleasant, and prosperous
town, within full view, and in the immediate vicinity of Bos-
ton, affording many eligible building sites, and containing nu-
merous valuable farms.

It was evident to the committee, that, from the pleasant situ-
ation of the town, and the improvements which are already
commenced, intended to afford greater facilities for intercourse
with other places, the south part of Malden, in the course of a
few years would be filled up by the overflowing population of
Boston; and that any apprehensions that the centre village
would control the other part of the town, would thus be hap-
pily removed.

The town, on the report of a committee appointed to survey
a line, voted in favor of the division, and instructed their rep-
resentative to advocate it.

The following copies from their records of the proceedings of
the town, were produced. These resolves and votes were
adopted, as it appeared in evidence, at a full meeting, and by
,a very large majority.

At a legal meeting of the inhabitants of the town of Malden,
held November 26, 1849,

Voted , To choose a committee to view and report to the town,
such line as the committee shall think to be the proper line
between the town of Malden and the proposed town of Melrose.
Chose the selectmen said committee.

Copy attest, B. G. Hill, Town Clerk.
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At a legal meeting of the inhabitants of the town of Malden,
held December 21st, 1849, the selectmen made the following
report, on the dividing line between Malden and the proposed
town of Melrose. The committee chosen by the town, at their
last meeting, to examine the location and report, in their opin-
ion, the most feasible course for the division line between Mal-
den and the proposed town of Melrose, have attended to the
duty assigned them, and make the following report, to wit:—
Beginning at the monuments of North Chelsea and Saugus;
thence running north 88° 12' west to the Medford line, being
1° 48' north of a west line, and 685 feet from the north base
of Island Hill, on Maine street, to a pile of stones on the east
side of said street, and 167 feet south of the mile stone, and
near the southern base of Round Hill; and on Washington
street, 122 feet north of the land of Robert T. Barrett’s on said
s reet, and the most northerly corner of said Barrett’s land, near
and adjoining the land of John J. Mahoney, an 1 on the Me Iford
line 1,290 feet south of the Medf rd and Stoneham menu nent.

Voted , To accept the report of the selectmen on the division
line between Malden and the proposed town of Melrose.

Voted, To instruct the representative elect, that, if the in-
habitants of Melrose petition the Legislature for the division
line, to be as reported by the selectmen at this meeting, to
advocate the setting off of Melrose; but if, any other line be
asked for by the inhabitants of Melrose, then to oppose the

setting off.
True copy of record.

Attest, 11. G. Hill, Town Clerk.

At a leo-al meeting of the inhabitants of the town of Malden,
held February 7th, 1850, the following preamble and resolu-
tions were adopted by vote of the town, to wit. 1 hat wheieas,
a petition has been presented to the Legislature by Llbridge
Green and others, praying that the northerly scciion of Malden
may be set off and incorporated as a separate town, to be called
Melrose, and whereas an order of notice has been issued on

said petition, therefore,
Resolved , That we, the citizens of Malden, in town meeting

assembled, called according to law, to act on said order ol notice,
do hereby express our approval of said petition.
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Resolved , That the line of separation petitioned for is a proper
line, and one that meets our approval, and which, in our
opinion, ought to be adopted, and the prayer of said petition
granted.

Resolved, That the representative be, and he is, hereby in-
structed to aid the petition, in all honorable ways, to accom-
plish the object of their petition, keeping always in view the
interest of the town in wording the act of incorporation.

Resolved, That the town clerk cause an attested copy of the
preamble and these resolutions to be presented to the Legisla-
ture as soon as may be.

True copy of record.
Attest, B. G. Hill, Town Clerk.

The committee, therefore, report the accompanying Bill,
adopting a line in conformity with the prayer of the petition
and the action of the town.

Per order,
J. DAGGETT, Chairman,

4 [April,
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AN ACT
To incorporate the Town of Melrose.

BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :

1 Sect. 1. All that part of the town of Malden, in
2 the county of Middlesex, Avhich lies north of the fol-
-3 lowing line, to wit: beginning at the monument set
4 up at the junction of the towns of Saugus, North
5 Chelsea, and Malden; thence running north eighty-
-6 eight degrees twelve minutes west, to the town of
7 Medford, said line, on Main street, being one hun-
-8 dred and sixty-seven feet south of the milestone
9 standing on the easterly side of said street, south of

10 the dwelling-house of Joseph Lynde, 2d, and on

11 Washington street, one hundred and twenty-two feet
12 north of the land of Robert T. Barrett on said street,
13 and the most northerly corner of said Barrett’s land,
14 adjoining land of John J. Mahoney, is hereby incor-
-15 porated into a town, by the name of Melrose; and
16 the said town of Melrose is hereby vested with all

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty.
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17 the powers, privileges, rights, and immunities, and
18 made subject to all the duties and regulations, to
19 which other towns are entitled and subjected by the
20 constitution and laws of this Commonwealth.

1 Sect. 2. The inhabitants of said town of Melrose
2 shall be holden to pay all arrearages of taxes, legally
3 assessed upon them before the passage of this act,
4 and also their proportion of such state and county
5 taxes as may be assessed upon them before the taking
6 of the next state valuation, (said proportion to be
7 ascertained and determined by the last town valuation
8 of the town of Malden,) to the treasurer and collector
9 of said town, and all moneys, now in the treasury of

10 said town of Malden, or may hereafter be received
11 from taxes already assessed, or directed to be assessed,
12 shall be applied to the purposes for which they were
13 raised and assessed, in like manner as if this act had
14 not been passed.

1 Sect. 3. The said towns of Malden and Melrose
2 shall be respectively liable for the support of all per-
-3 sons who now do, or hereafter shall, stand in need of
4 relief as paupers, whose settlement was gained by, or
5 derived from, a settlement gained or derived within
6 their respective limits.

1 Sect. 4. The inhabitants of the town of Melrose
2 shall be holden to pay their just and equitable pro-
-3 portion of all debts due from said town of Malden,
4 and shall be entitled to receive their just and cquita-
-5 blc proportion of the value of all property, real and
6 persona], and of all assets now owned and held by
7 said town of Malden; and in case said towns shall
8 not agree in respect to a division of property, funds,
9 debts, town paupers, or state or county taxes, the
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10 court of common pleas for the county of Middlesex,
11 shall, upon the petition of either town, appoint three
12 competent and disinterested persons to hear and
13 award thereon, and their award, or the award of any
14 two of them, being accepted by said court, shall be
15 final.

1 Sect. 5. Any justice of the peace, within and for the
2 county of Middlesex, may issue his warrant, directed
3 to any principal inhabitant of the town of Melrose,
4 requiring him to notify and warn the inhabitants,
5 thereof, qualified to vote in town affairs, to meet at the
6 time and place therein appointed, for the purpose of
7 choosing all such town officers as towns are, by law,
8 authorized and required to choose at their annual
9 meetings. Such justice, or, in his absence, such prin-

10 cipal inhabitant, shall preside until the choice of
11 moderator of said meeting.

1 Sect. 6. This act shall take effect, from and after
2 its passage.




