
SENATE.....No. 89.

Iff Senate, April 1, 1852.

The Second Joint Standing Committee on Towns, to which
was committed the petition of Walter Littlefield and others,
to set off a part of the town of Stoneham and annex the
same to Melrose, and certain remonstrances against the same,

The Committee have fully heard the petitioners, and the
town of Stoneham which opposes the petition, and have also
visited the territory which is asked to be set off to Melrose.
This territory contains about 381 acres, situated at the extreme
easterly part of Stoneham. It has about twenty-five houses,
and seventy-five inhabitants. All the legal voters in the ter-
ritory, with three exceptions, arc very desirous of being an-
nexed to Melrose, and such is the general and really universal
feeling of the inhabitants. The people of the other part of
Stoneham are opposed to the separation. But we have not
considered their wishes as at all affecting our decision, since
they would be regarded as having no rightful claim to retain
this territory against the wishes of its inhabitants.

We found the territory in question close to the village of
Melrose; two houses, indeed, are divided by the town line,.
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which leaves one part of each house in Stoneham and the
other in Melrose. The houses on the territory are some of
them within a quarter of a mile, and the most remote are little
if any more than a mile from the post office in Melrose ; a town
house has not yet been erected in Melrose. On the other hand,
the same houses vary in their distances from the town-house
and post office in the village of Stoneham from two miles and
a half to more than one mile and three-quarters.

The people on this territory are closely connected with the
people of Melrose by habits of social intercourse, and seem,
indeed, to belong to and be a part of Melrose. The commit-
tee on viewing the territory were surprised to find how nearly
and intimately connected this territory is with the village of
Melrose. Its people attend the churches, trade at the stores,
use the post office and railroad depot, and in case of fire must
rely on the engines of Melrose. By means of this intercourse
the inhabitants of the territory are more familiar with the
town affairs of Melrose than with those of Stoneham. In
short, they form one community with the people of Melrose,
and at the same time cannot attend to town business at
Stoneham without great inconvenience. On visiting the place,
we felt no hesitation in deciding that the spot ought to be set
off from Stoneham to Melrose.

Subsequently to the hearing, the inhabitants of Stoneham
claimed that the town of Melrose should pay the cost of a
school-house on the territory in question, and the expense of
repairing a road in the territory which has already been or-
dered by the county commissioners, but not made ; and also
that the inhabitants of the territory should pay a portion of
the town debt of Stoneham. It seemed to us that Melrose
ought to pay for repairing the road, and the bill we report pro-
vides accordingly. But we could see no reason why Melrose
should be compelled to take the school-house without having
been consulted on the point.

The school-house, however, will remain the property of
Stoneham, and Melrose can hire or purchase it if the parties
agree. In regard to the debt of Stoneham we would state
that this debt has been contracted in building a town-house, a
house for a high school and other school-houses. All these,
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besides a fire-engine, <fcc., remain the property of the town of
Stoneham, a considerable part of the debt having been already
paid by taxation.

We could see no propriety in taxing the inhabitants of this
territory to pay a portion of this debt, when they were to re-
tain no part of the property for which it was incurred. In
strict equity the inhabitants of this territory would be entitled
to the school-house which is among them by paying so much
of the whole debt of the town as the value of the school-
house hears to the value of the whole property of the town.
But although the sum they would be thus called on to pay
would he much less than the cost of the school-house, we
have not ventured to recommend this course on account of its
obvious practical inconveniences.

The dividing line reported by the bill is straight, and in
continuation of the present line between Melrose and Stone-
ham. It passes for the most part through a wild district, and
can be of little inconvenience to any one.

For the Committee,
ALBERT ALDEN, Chairman.
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AN ACT

To set off a part of the Town of Stoneham and annex

the same to the Town of Melrose.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled , and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Sect. 1. So much of the town of Stoneham, in
2 the county of Middlesex, as lies easterly ot a line
3 commencing at the stone monument between the
■4 towns of Stoneham and Melrose, at the corner of the
5 Wilson place, and thence running north twelve de-
(s grees forty-five minutes east, about two hundred and
7 seventy-four and a half rods to a monument between
8 the towns of Stoneham and South Heading, with all
9 the inhabitants and estates thereon, is hereby set oft

10 from said town of Stoneham and annexed to the town

11 of Melrose.

(TommoniocaUl) of l&assartjttsttts.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-
Two.
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1 Sect. 2. The said inhabitants and estates, so set
2 off, shall be liable to pay all taxes that have been
3 legally assessed on them by the town of Stoneham,
4 in the same manner as if this act had not been passed.

1 Sect. 3. If any persons who have heretofore
2 gained a legal settlement in the town of Stoneham,
3 by reason of residence on the territory set off as
4 aforesaid, or by having been proprietors thereof, or
5 who may derive such settlement from any such resi-
-6 dent or proprietor, shall come to want and stand in
7 need of relief and support, they shall be relieved and
8 supported by the town of Melrose in the same man-
!) ner as if they had gained a legal settlement in that

10 town.

1 Sect. 4. The school-house in the territory so set
2 off to Melrose, with the lot of land attached to the
3 same, shall be and continue the property of the town
4 of Stoneham.

1 Sect. 5. The inhabitants of the said town of
2 Melrose shall pay the expense of building and repair-
-3 ing that part of Franklin street -which lies within the
4 said territory, annexed to Melrose, as the same has
•5 been ordered by the county commissioners for said
6 county of Middlesex; and the said town of Melrose
7 shall contract for and make the alterations and re-
-8 pairs on the said road within said territory in the
!i same manner and within the same time as if the same

10 had been ordered by the county commissioners to bo
11 made by said town of Melrose; and the said town of
12 Melrose shall have the same rights and duties, in all
13 respects, in regard to the repairing and building said
14 road within the said territory, as if the same had
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15 been within the said town of Melrose when the order
1(5 was passed by said county commissioners.

1 Sect. 6. This act shall take effect from and after
2 its passage.


