
SENATE....:,No. 92.

Boston, March 31, 1852.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives

The undersigned, Commissioners of the Public Lands, ap-
pointed by the Act of 1850. chapter 307, have the honor to
make the following

for the year ending the 31st day of December, 1851.

By the Act of 1851, cli. 190, it is provided that there shall
be no sales of lands in Maine, belonging to the Commonwealth,
but only of timber and grass standing thereon.

The commissioners have therefore not been embarrassed by
the consideration of any applications for the purchase of lands,
made since the passage of the act referred to, but have confined
themselves mainly to the adjustment of claims for tracts sold,
or agreed to be sold, prior to that date.

They have also had under consideration another class of
claims, made for allowance on account of operations, or pur-
chases, in former years, particularly in 1844, ’5, and ’G.
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The most perplexing question which has arisen during the
past year was in relation to a conflicting claim made by two
parties to the same township, in the year 1850, viz.: No. 18,
Range 4.

The case was presented to the commissioners in February,
1851, aiid had not been finally settled at the end of the year;
though, after numerous hearings of the evidence on both sides,
and arguments from Hon. Rufus Choate and other counsel,
they decided that the first applicant was clearly entitled to the
land, and authorized the land agent, in concurrence with the
agent for the State of Maine, to execute the necessary papers.

They also required the opposing party to give satisfactory-
bonds for the value of timber cut, or to be cut, by him during
the operations which he had commenced, and they have since
determined the amount to be paid thereon, by fixing the value
of the timber taken off.

The commissioners have also had three hearings of a case
where the surety for stumpage asks allowance, both in consid-
eration of inability to pay, and the non-existence of any bond
upon which the Commonwealth can collect.

The bond had not been found, nor any settlement made at
the close of the year.

In another case of a bond for timber cut in 1845, on No. 15,
Range 7, the commissioners have discharged the surety upon
receiving from him the same per centage which he paid to
other creditors, and his assignment of an execution against the
principals, who are now insolvent.

There has also been received during the year, between $l5OO
and $lOOO, for timber cut under permits from Mr. Piugree in
1845—6 (and allowed to him in settlement in 1850), the parties
in interest having paid that sum to get up their obligations, as

per agreement with the commissioners. It is not likely that
much, ifany more, can be collected on account of those claims,
as the operations of the years referred to were very unprofitable,
and most of the parties engaged in them are hopelessly insol-
vent.

It is much more probable that there will be additional calls
upon the commissioners for allowance, though they cannot be
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as the obligations for operations during the years 1844, ’5,
and : 6, are mostly closed up.

The commissioners have felt called upon to annul certain
permits, granted by the former land agent, on sundry old town-

ships for ten years, and at a price which seems to them merely
nominal, inasmuch as said permits were granted without com-
pliance with the terms of the Act of 1850, ch. 307, which
requires that all such shall be made only after due advertise-
ment and sealed proposals therefor.

Application was made to the Attorney-General in this case,
who promptly furnished an opinion in accordance with that of
the commissioners, and they therefore had no hesitation in de-
ciding that the contracts were void, and all operations under
them in future would be trespass upon the rights of the Com-
monwealth.

On the Ist, 2d, and 4th days of October, 1851, the commis-
sioners, with the land agent, examined the proposals which
had been made to the last named officer for the purchase of
timber, under an advertisement which had been made by him,
in accordance with the provisions of the Act of 1850, above

referred to, but not according to that of 1851, which provides
that the commissioners shall first determine the mode and con-
ditions of sale.

The undersigned, believing that the policy of the Legisla-
ture, as indicated for the two past years, was opposed to any
considerable sales of timber, were disinclined to accept any of
the propositions made, though they finally agreed upon a min-
imum price for one of the tracts applied for, viz. : No. 3, on
Range 5, north of the Bingham Kennebec purchase.

Up to the close of the year the terms fixed had not been
complied with, though the party has since signified his wil-
lingness to take the tract, but has not yet furnished the required
security.

Some other small lots have been under consideration, and
may be sold eventually, in order to accommodate parties hav-
ing timber contiguous thereto.

The commissioners believe, however, that the true interest
of the Commonwealth will not be promoted by making sales
m small tracts, as has been done heretofore (perhaps necessa-
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lily), but by the disposition of the whole mass upon such terms
as would insure a purchaser, or purchasers, and thus rid the
State at once of all further embarrassment in the management
of property so far removed and so liable to depredation.

In this opinion the commissioners unanimously concur, and
they do not doubt that by making the terms of payment liberal,
say in annual instalments for twenty years without interest,
there might be found parties who could well afford to pay
quite as much as we can ever realize under the present system.

They would add further, that whether the lands be sold or
not, there would be a manifest advantage, both to Maine and
Massachusetts, in making some equitable division of them, in
order that the management of each portion might, to a degree,
be independent, and more according to the interest of each
proprietor.

They also agree that, in any event, so long as we have lands
unsold, the land agent should reside generally at Bangor, the
great focus of the land operations, from which point he could
readily go to different sections of the country, as occasion might
require, and obtain something like a personal knowledge of the
property entrusted to his care.

This appears to the undersigned as a matter of great im-
portance, lying at the foundation of anything like a satisfactory
management of our immense interest there; and although it
would be necessarily more expensive, it is believed that the
ultimate result would be highly economical.

The quantity of land belonging to the Commonwealth in
the State of Maine, and remaining unsold, is as appears by the
auditor’s report about 1,600,000, and the value $631,30 1 52,
or something less than 40 cents per acre.

The average price for which the lands were sold from 1820
to 1843 was about 60 cents, as appears by Senate Doc., 1843,
No. 6, and the price since has been even higher than that.

The quantity sold since 1820, found by taking the report
referred to and adding the quantity reported each year since,
is 2,627,222 acres, besides 507,156 acres granted to academies,
&c., making in all over 3,000,000 of acres, or about 100,000
per annum.
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The whole sum received for the above, in cash and notes,
including also the amount for timber sold, is about $1,960,000 ;

and the expenses paid for surveys, explorations, roads, &c.,
during the same time, are put down at $182,000, leaving a
balance of $1,778,000 as the net sales for thirty years to Jan-
uary 1, 1851.

It will be quite apparent from the foregoing that the Com-
monwealth has been largely benefited by the possession and
sale of lands which, at the time of separation from Maine,
were near being given away ; and that although the quantity
remaining may not be so valuable, relatively, as what has
been sold there, is still sufficient to justify the most energetic
measures for its preservation, so long as it is considered advisa-
ble to continue the present mode of management.

The commissioners are unwilling to conclude, however,
without reiterating the opinion before expressed, that our true
policy would be to dispose of the entire interest to some indi-
vidual or corporation upon liberal terms, and they hope the
suggestion will receive that consideration at your hands which
its importance seems to them to merit.

AMAS A WALKER, Secretary, v
CHAS. B. HALL, Treasurer, > Commissioners.
DAVID WILDER, Jr,, Auditor. )




