
SENATE......No. 105.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives of
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts in General Court as-
sembled :

The Female Medical Education Society respectfully repre-
sent, that they have established a college in Boston, for the
purpose of giving females a thorough medical education,
thereby qualifying them to become midwives and physicians ;

that although the demand for both of these classes of practi-
tioners is urgent and rapidly increasing, the operations of the
institution are greatly embarrassed and limited by the want of
funds.

Your petitioners, the officers of said society, therefore pray
that you will grant them the sum of ten thousand dollars, to
assist them in providing a building, apparatus, and library,
necessary for their purposes.

TIMOTHY GILBERT,
LEMUEL SHATTUCK,
WILLARD SEARS,
SAMUEL E. SEWALL,
DEXTER S. KING,
JOHN P. JEWETT,
SAMUEL GREGORY.

PETITION.
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The Joint Committee on Education, to which was committed
the petition of the Directors of the Female Medical Educa-
tion Society, praying for a grant of ten thousand dollars in
aid of the Female Medical College.

From the statement of the petitioners, it appears that the
Society named has established and now sustains in Boston, an
institution for the medical education of females; that there is
an urgent and increasing public demand for professional wo-
men, and that the operations of their institution are much
limited by the want of funds. They therefore ask the legis-
lature for a grant of ten thousand dollars to aid them in pro-
viding a building, library, apparatus, &c.

That this is an object of public interest is shown by the
fact that the institution, now known by the name of the New
England Female Medical College, has been wholly sustained
by voluntary assistance since its commencement in 1848.
From the Society’s third annual report, we learn that “ The
Female Medical Education Society was organized November
23, 1848, and incorporated by the Massachusetts Legislature
in 1850. The act to incorporate the society was reported by
the Committee on Education, consisting of Charles W. Upham
(Chairman) and Amasa Walker, of the Senate, and Samuel A.
Eliot, Erastus Hopkins, Asahel Bigelow, Nathaniel P. Banks, Jr.,

@owwontoealtt) of .Ptosjsartjusetts.
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and Edward Cobb, of the House ; and, after a thorough in-
vestigation and a protracted debate, it passed the Senate with
only four votes in the negative, and the House without a dis-
senting voice.” From the same report we further learn that
more than three thousand persons have aided the society’s
funds; that above four hundred of these have given sums of
|5 or more, and over sixty have constituted themselves life
members of the society by the payment of $2O each. Ten
persons, among whom are the president and secretary of the
society, have subscribed $lOOO, in sums of $lOO each, to pur-
chase in Paris a set of anatomical and physiological apparatus
for the college ; and the aggregate, raised by the association
since its formation, is something more than seven thousand
dollars.

The enterprise having no other object than the public good,
and having been sustained by individual aid and effort till its
utility has been proved, and its complete success placed beyond
reasonable doubt, it seems very proper that the citizens of the
State generally should render some pecuniary assistance,
through the medium of the legislature.

In looking over the list of some hundred names of the do-
nors, male and female, printed in the society’s report, it would
seem difficult to find a more intelligent, judicious, and influen-
tial set of patrons associated in any public enterprise—persons,
too, representing the various political, denominational, and
social features of society.

The public journals, having had occasion to allude to or dis-
cuss the subject, have with great unanimity given their influ-
ence in favor of the movement, many of them expressing
their views in the strongest terms of approval. The Boston
Medical and Surgical Journal, the organ of the profession in
New England, suggests to physicians the expediency of coop-
erating in carrying out the clearly expressed wishes of the
public. In an article on “ Female Medical Colleges,” the edi-
tor says, “ There have been, and there still are, prominent medi-
cal gentlemen in the leading cities who entertain the opinion
that it is the appropriate business of females to aid each other
in childbirth. This has materially strengthened the hands of
the few who originated and subsequently matured a plan of
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organization, which has resulted in no less than three if not
four chartered institutions for the instruction of females in the
science and art of medicine. These having been called into
existence, and the public sympathy being with them, and the
public voice resolute in its determination to sustain them, the
course that physicians are to pursue is indicated.”

As there are similar colleges in a prosperous condition in
other sections of the Union, it becomes a question whether
the institution in Boston, by the period of two years the first
of the kind in the country, shall be suitably provided with
permanent professors, and the necessary facilities for instruc-
tion and practice, or the women of New England, who desire
this professional education, shall be obliged to go elsewhere to
obtain it. It must be for the advantage of the whole Com-
monwealth and of New England to have the institution lo-
cated in Boston, on account of convenience of access, and
because it requires a large city to furnish patients for the hos-
pital that is to be connected with the college, to aiford the
pupils practice in the department of midwifery, and in the
treatment of the diseases of women and children. Hence
individuals in other States have given their aid, and, should it
be necessary, their legislatures may perhaps assist, after our
own has set an example. Such a course is not unusual in
relation to other institutions.

Above seventy pupils have been connected with this Female
Medical College, and they have come from all the New Eng-
land States, New York, Pennsylvania, and Ohio ; and are still
more widely distributed, some being in the far West, and two
in California.

The following paragraphs are from the society’s Annual
Report, before alluded to :

“ The larger part of the pupils, having attended chiefly to
the department of Obstetrics with its collateral duties, are al-
ready somewhat extensively employed, having attended in the
ncro-reaate some fifteen hundred cases, and with a remarkable

OO D

degree of success. One in this city attended eighty-one cases
in 1851 ; whereas, according to the statistics, the average num-
ber attended by the physicians here, in the same period, can-
not have exceeded sixteen.
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“The preference for female practitioners is constantly in-
creasing, and some of those located in this city have been on
professional visits fifty, a hundred, and even two hundred miles
distant. Others of the pupils are studying with a view to be-
come thoroughly qualified female physicians, and thus be able
to administer to their own sex, and to enlighten them in rela-
tion to the principles of health, and the means of preventing
and relieving sickness and suffering. There will not be want-
ing women of talent, education, Christian principle, and true
refinement, to volunteer where duty, humanity, and propriety so
emphatically call. And large numbers of such are and will be
needed to furnish and continue a supply in New England alone.

“As intended at the commencement, and as indicated in the
constitution and charter of the society, the institution has, in
the process of development, arrived at the condition of a fully
appointed Female Medical College, with the usual number of
professors for the various departments of a complete and
thorough medical education.

“The residence of Dr. Winslow Lewis (President of the
Boylston Medical School), at the foot of the Common, corner
of Boylston and Carver streets, was leased, August 1, 1850, to
the F. M. E. Society, for the use of the Female Medical Col-
lege, during Dr. L.’s absence in Europe, for two or more years.
Dr. Lewis left his house, as occupied by himself, completely
and elegantly furnished throughout; his office, containing a
choice medical library of about three thousand volumes, and
of six thousand dollars value, some volumes of plates costing
over a hundred dollars each.

“To place the institution on a permanent basis, the society
propose to raise, as soon as possible, one hundred thousand dol-
lars—the amount specified in the Act of Incorporation ; a por-
tion to provide a building for the college and hospital, a library,
anatomical and physiological, chemical and philosophical ap-
paratus, &c., &c., and the remainder to constitute a fund to
support the hospital. The tuition money will be needed to
defray the expense of instruction. Should a hundred or two
hundred thousand dollars be needed, it will be a trifling sum
compared with the peculiar importance of the object, and the
ability of the public.”
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The six professors connected with the college are all gentle-
men ol thorough medical education, and of approved standing
in the profession. Having had opportunity to judge, from
their own observations, as to the ability of females to learn
and practice medicine, they are fully persuaded that women
will become not only acceptable but eminently successful phy-
sicians, especially in those departments that relate to their own
sex and children. It is obvious that they have a great advan-
tage over males in acquiring practical knowledge, as well as in
the exercise of the healing art, mingling, as they can, freely
with patients of their own sex, and enjoying an unreserved
frankness of communication.

The embarrassments and consequent ill success of treatment,
occasioned by the present order of things, are well known,
and acknowledged by medical authors.

Dr. John Ware, in his introductory lecture before the class
of 1850-1, in the Harvard Medical School, in which he is pro-
fessor, writes as follows:

“ The relation which the physician bears to the other sex is
peculiar, and the mode in which he regards this relation and
his consequent deportment make another topic connected with
the subject I am endeavoring to illustrate.

“In our intercourse with them as patients, many occasions
arise in which there is great embarrassment to a diffident and
delicate female. It cannot be otherwise. It ought not to be
otherwise. Her feelings are, in the best sense, natural and ap-
propriate. In such cases it will depend entirely upon the tact
and delicacy of the physician whether violence is done to
these feelings, or whether they are soothed; whether the in-
formation necessary to be had remains locked up in the
bosom of the patient, or whether it is kindly and gently
drawn from her without a wound to her sensibility. It makes
an immense difference to her, whether the man she consults
regard the whole matter with a hard and vulgar indifference,
and as one which is to call out no particular sentiment—or
whether he duly appreciate the agitated and often agonized
condition in which she is placed. It is certain that many
females suffer for years, from causes which might be easily re-
moved, for want of courage to speak of them to their medical
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attendant —or for want of that tact on his part which would
enable him to elicit an account which they cannot bring them-
selves spontaneously to give.

“These considerations suggest, and they afford an occasion
for a few remarks upon the position which becomes us towards
those of the other sex who are candidates for practice in our
profession. It is well known that it is now seriously proposed,
not only to introduce them more fully into that branch, which
has always remained more or less in their hands, but also to
prepare them, by a complete medical education, to engage in
the general practice of the art.
“I trust we should be among the last to oppose the entrance

of woman into any department of active life, in which she
can secure to herself a useful and honorable position, and a full
reward for her talents and services. None know so well as
those of our profession, how heavy a share of the burdens, the
trials, the responsibilities of life, fall to her lot, or wonder
more at that mysterious arrangement by which the author of
our being has assigned so unequal a destiny to the fairest and
most tender of his creatures. But so we know it to be, and
we should be the first to promote her introduction to any occu-
pation which will afford her a fair portion of the pleasures,
duties, rewards, and honors of society—aye, to welcome her to
our own, if it can prove for her advantage or happiness.”

Professor Meigs, of the Jefferson Medical College, Philadel-
phia, in his recent work on the diseases of females, thus speaks
upon this point:

“The relations between the sexes are of so delicate a char-
acter, that the duties of the medical practitioner are necessarily
more difficult when he comes to take charge of any one of the
great host of female complaints, than when he is called to
treat any of the more general disorders. So great, indeed, is
the embarrassment, that I am persuaded that much of the ill
success of treatment may justly be traced thereto.”

The obvious remedy for these evils, is the introduction of
females into the medical profession ; for no amount of the tact
of which Dr. Ware speaks, can successfully contend with those
feelings which, as he says, are “ in the best sense natural and
appropriate.” These feelings must have been implanted for
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wise purposes, and no custom that tends to wound or weaken
them can be conducive to the social and moral well-being of
society.

Influenced, perhaps, by this, among other considerations,
many eminent clergymen have given the object their earnest
approval.

Rev. Edward Beecher, D. D., of Boston, says, in reference
to the enterprise, “I would express the conviction that the ob-
jects aimed at arc of great moment, and call for the aid and
cooperation of all intelligent and benevolent members of the
community.”

The Rt. Rev. Bishop Potter, of Pennsylvania, in a letter to
Mrs. Sarah J. Hale, speaks as follows ;

“ The importance of securing for women a larger sphere of
usefulness, and the especial propriety and desirableness of quali-
fying them to practice the healing art among children and
those of their own sex, will be admitted, I should hope, by all
persons. If there are those, however, who think otherwise, I
certainly am not of the number; and I shall rejoice heartily in
the success of every effort which is calculated to promote such
object.”

The highest medical authority may also be cited in favor of
the object. It is well known that a lady received a medical
education and a diploma at the Geneva Medical College, N. Y.,
the faculty thereby giving their unqualified approval of the
medical education of women. We are, however, informed,
that they have since declined to admit females, for the reason
that there are now medical colleges expressly for them, and
which it is more proper for them to attend. Upon this point,
one of the professors in the Harvard Medical School, in a letter
to the officers of this society, says: “Of course, if females are
to have a medical education, it should be complete, and there
should be an independent college, for the idea of mixing the
two sexes in the same lecture-room is not to be thought of:
and, further, Boston would be as good a location as you could
find for such a college.”

There are persons who, on a slight consideration of this
subject, think that however desirable may be the object in
view, it is, nevertheless, impracticable, inasmuch as women’s
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duties at home must prevent their success in the profession.
To give this objection the greatest possible weight, let it be
supposed that upon every woman is to devolve the duties of a
wife and mother; the average number of children to a family
may be two or three. The interruption to the exercise of their
profession would therefore be but a small portion of the time
between the ages of twenty and sixty or seventy years; and
the personal knowledge thereby acquired would the better
qualify them to resume their calling. But many women remain
single, many who are married have no children, many are left
to early widowhood, and in New England there are from thirty
tp forty thousand more females than males; so that when the
medical profession is supplied, which will not require more
than one woman to a thousand inhabitants, there will still be
multitudes of the more dependent sex who have no homes to
take care of, and no occupation that will develop their facul-
ties or afford them a competent support.

Others, again, suppose that women have not the self-pos-
session and firmness requisite for the difficulties they will
encounter. So long as they are ignorant and helpless, they
will of course exhibit a want of these qualities; but let them
have the power and skill which knowledge and practice give,
together with a feeling of professional responsibility, and their
firmness in scenes of danger and distress will equal their quick-
ness of perception and their sympathy with suffering.

That this is an imaginary objection, facts and statistics, in
reference to the success of professional women, abundantly
prove. The important and often difficult department of prac-
tice, termed midwifery, “has,” as Dr. Ware observes, “always
remained more or less in their hands.” Less than a century
ago it was almost exclusively so in this country. The follow-
ing inscription, upon a grave-stone in our neighboring city ot
Charlestown, records the success of one of these women, and
shows in what grateful esteem they were held for their useful-
ness :

“Here lyes Interred the Body of Mrs. Elizabeth Phillips,
wife to Mr. John Phillips, who was Born in Westminster, in
Cheat Britain, & Commissioned by John, Lord Bishop of Lon-
don, in the year 1718, to the office of a Midwife, and came to

2
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this country in the year 1719, & by the blessing of God, has
Brought into this world above 3UOO children. Died May 6th,
1761, aged 76 years.”

Thompson’s History of Vermont says of a Mrs. Whitmore of
that State, “ She lived to the advanced age of 87 years,
officiated at more than two thousand births, and never lost a
patient.”

This race of noble women passed away, and their knowledge
died with them. No institutions were provided to raise up
successors; but schools were opened exclusively for males, who
thus obtained the knowledge, and, consequently, the practice.
The governments of various European countries provide for
the education of this class of women.

The following paragraph is from the Boston Medical and
Surgical Journal:

“ Instruction of Midwives in Paris.—According to the new
regulations regarding the instruction of midwives in Paris, it
is required that they shall present testimonials of good char-
acter, be at least eighteen years of age, and able to read and
write correctly the French language, before they can be admit-
ted, to the clinical lying-in hospital. It is only after having
diligently attended this institution for twelve months, and
taken two full courses of lectures on the Theory and Practice
of Midwifery, that they can present themselves as candidates
for the degree.”

From this paragraph it appears that the pupils in France are
merely required to read and write correctly. Female education
in our country is in advance of that in Europe, and is fast
improving in point of extent and thoroughness ; so that females
are becoming better qualified to acquire and exercise the heal-
ing art, and have more need of such intellectual occupation as
will usefully employ their increasing acquirements and mental
discipline.

In Boston, where this practice has been chiefly in the hands
of skilful male physicians, and the number of births for the
past few years has been from four to five thousand annually,
the number of infants lost has been one in fourteen. Whereas,
in above twenty thousand obstetric cases in the Hospital of
Maternity in Paris, exclusively under a'female physician,
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Madame Boivin, the number of infants lost at birth was one in
twenty-eight, or half the ratio in Boston. It is probable that
there was a corresponding difference in the loss of mothers.

It can readily be understood, that any embarrassment and
agitation of mind, occasioned by the wounding delicate sensi-
bilities, must divert and waste the energies of the system, and
be attended with increased suffering and peril to life. And
hence, too, as shown by statistics, male practitioners are not
unfrequently obliged to resort to the instruments of their art,
while women of extensive practice have never had occasion
for such appliances.

As an example of successful female practice, we may men-
tion that of Mrs. Alexander, educated in Edinburgh, who died
in this city a few years since, after having pursued her profes-
sion for a quarter of a century, among the most intelligent
portion of the community. And the knowledge of her success
is, we are informed, one of the reasons that have induced so
many of the influential citizens of Boston so promptly to aid
the establishment of this institution for educating professional
women.

The female medical college, in connection with a large
hospital, will form an excellent institution for the instruction
and practical training of nurses of the sick ; an object of such
manifest importance to individuals and the public as to need
no argument in its favor. This subject is dwelt upon at length
in the Sanitary Report presented to the legislature in 1850,
and institutions for educating nurses are recommended.

The commissioners also recommend “that persons be spe-
cially educated as preventive as well as curative advisors.”
Female physicians may be very useful in this respect, as they
can freely communicate advice and instruction to their own
sex, on whom the health of the race mainly depends.

The diffusion of sanitary knowledge among women, will bo
the most effectual method of diminishing quackery and the
patronizing of patent pills and potions, the cost of which to the
Commonwealth would doubtless endow a sanitary and medical
college every year.

A general knowledge of the principles and means of pre-
serving and restoring health, on the part of those on whom
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chiefly devolves the physical as well as the intellectual training
of the young, would do much to check the progress of that
physical degeneracy and imbecility that is filling our State
with hospitals of various descriptions. The prevention of
infirmity and suffering is much more humane and economical
than the cure, where the latter is possible. Hence it may he a
matter of State economy to encourage this undertaking.

The teaching of physiology and hygiene in our public
schools, according to the act passed by the legislature in 1850,
is well calculated to promote these objects ; and in this institu-
tion, for which your aid is asked, our female teachers could be
instructed by lectures upon these subjects, illustrated by all the
necessary apparatus. An annual course might be given
expressly to teachers, thus making this a Normal school of the
most important description.

Considered in its various features of usefulness, the institu-
tion, conducted and sustained by the Female Medical Educa-
tion Society, it appears to us must rank among the most
important educational establishments in the State; and it
certainly appears to be a suitable and desirable object for
legislative encouragement. It being an educational institution,
it is proper that an appropriation for it should be made from
the Education Fund, from which source the sum of ten thou-
sand dollars was granted by the legislature in 1850 to the
Pittsfield Medical School.

The committee, therefore, recommend the passage of the
following Resolve.

EDWARD L. KEYES, Chairman.
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Resolved , That there be paid out of the treasury of the
Commonwealth, to the Female Medical Education Society,
the sum of ten thousand dollars, to he applied in promoting
the objects of the Society, such payment to be considered, as a
charge for educational purposes under the act of eighteen hun-
dred and forty-six, chapter two hundred and nineteen, and
that the Governor be authorized to draw his warrant therefor;
provided, twenty thousand dollars be obtained for the same
purpose, from individual donations.

eommcnisjtaltl) of

RESOLVE
In aid of the Female Medical College.




