
SENATE.....No. 116.

The Joint Committee on Banks and Banking, to which was
committed the petition of Alexander DeWitt and others, pray-
ing for the appointment of agents for the detection of coun-
terfeiters, submit the accompanying report and resolve.

MOSES WOOD, Chairman.
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A resolve was adopted by the legislature, in eighteen hun-
dred and forty-seven, appropriating a sum not exceeding
twenty-five hundred dollars per annum, for the term of five
years, to aid in the detection of counterfeiters and persons en-
gaged in passing counterfeit moneys, whether designed to imi-
tate bank bills or gold and silver coin. It was provided that
the State should pay to an organization of banks, established
for the purpose of detecting counterfeiters, one-third the
amount of money they should expend in pursuance of that
object; provided, however, that said amount did not exceed
the above-named sum.

The amount of money which the State has been called upon
to pay, has been a little less than twelve hundred dollars per
year.

The time for which this appropriation was made expires this
month. Your committee are of the opinion that much good
has resulted from the appropriation. Many counterfeiting es-
tablishments have been broken up, and the proprietors arrested,
many of whom were notorious characters. Their implements,
valuable to them as a means of conducting their business,
have been either secured or destroyed j and the sale and ciicu-
lat ion of counterfeit moneys greatly prevented.

Hence the people of this Commonwealth have, to a great
extent, been protected from losses growing out of receiving
counterfeit money as genuine ; which falls most heavily upon
that class of individuals which is least able to bear it. In-
fluenced by these considerations, your committee respectfully
submit the accompanying resolve.

MOSES WOOD.
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1852.1 SENATE—No. 116.

RESOLVE

Granting aid for the Suppression of Counterfeiting Bank Bills
and Coins.

Resolved. That a sum not exceeding two thousand five
hundred dollars be granted and paid annually for the period of
five years after the passage of this resolve, out of the treasury
ot the Commonwealth, for the purpose of the prevention and
detection of the crimes of making or tendering in payment, as
true, counterfeit bank bills or counterfeit gold and silver coins;
and that the governor be authorized to draw his warrant ac-
cordingly, from time to time, for such sums, not exceeding two
thousand five hundred dollars in each year, as shall be equal
to half of the sum which such association shall certify and
prove to the governor to have been raised and judiciously ex-
pended by such association for the purposes above specified.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-Two.
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