
SENATE.....No. 120.

[Substitute offered by Hu. Sewall for Doc. No. 115.]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-
Two.

AN ACT
For the better Establishment of the Police Court of

Salem.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, apd by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Sect. 1. The standing justice of the Police Court
2 of Salem shall receive an annual salary of not less than
3 one thousand dollars, the amount of which, if any
4 above that sum, shall from time to time be determined
5 by the city council of the city of Salem, and said salary
6 shall be paid to him in equal quarterly payments, out
7 of the treasury of the city, and shall be in full for all
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8 services which he now is, or may by law hereafter be
9 required or authorized to perform as said justice.

1 Sect. 2. The governor, by and with the advice and
2 consent of the council, shall appoint a suitable person
3 to be clerk of said Police Court, who shall hold his
4 office for the term of five years, unless sooner removed
5 by the governor, and who shall be paid as hereinafter
6 provided; and in case of the absence or the death of
7 said clerk, the said justice may appoint a clerk pro
8 tempore, who shall he paid pro rata from the salary of
9 the standing clerk, and for whose official acts and do-

-10 ings the said justice shall be responsible, and who shall
11 officiate as clerk, until the standing clerk shall resume
12 the performance of his duties, or until another clerk
13 shall be duly appointed.

1 Sect. 3. The clerk shall be sworn to the faithful
2 performance of his duties, and shall give bond to the
3 city of Salem in such sum as the city council shall
4 from time to time order, with a surety or sureties, to
5 the acceptance of the city treasurer, with condition
6 for the faithful performance of the duties of his office
7 and of the duties prescribed to him by this act.

1 Sect. 4. The clerk shall attend all sessions of the
2 said court, whether for the transaction of civil or

3 criminal business, and shall keep a record of all the
4 proceedings of said court; and the records ol pro-
-5 ccedings in civil cases shall be kept in a different hook
6 and separate from the records of proceedings in mat-
-7 ters of a criminal nature.

1 Sect. 5. The said clerk shall make out all war-
-2 rants, writs, and processes, which shall be ordered
3 by said court, and tax all bills of costs, and receive all
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4 fines and forfeitures, and all fees awarded and payable
5 in said court, and all fees for blanks, and for copies in
6 civil and criminal suits.

1 Sect. 6. All fees and charges, both in criminal
2 and civil proceedings, now by law received by said
3 standing justice, in compensation for his services, shall
4 be received as hereinafter provided, by said clerk, and
5 by him accounted for quarterly to the committee of
6 accounts of the city of Salem, and he shall forthwith
7 pay over the amount due thereon to the city treasurer.

1 Sect. 7. The said clerk shall be required to make
2 all the returns to the treasurer of the county of Es-
-3 sex, and to the secretary of the Commonwealth, and
4 he shall pay over the amounts due thereon in the same
5 manner and to the same extent as is now required by
6 law of the justice of said Police Court.

1 Sect. 8. Whenever the said Police Court shall be
2 held by either of the special justices thereof, the said
3 justices shall receive, in compensation for their servi-
-4 ces, the fees to which they are by law entitled; pro-
-5 vided, however, that when the sum of one hundred
6 dollars shall have been thus earned in any one year
7 said justices shall thereafter be paid for their services
8 at the rate of four dollars per diem, to be deducted
9 from the salary of the standing justice.

1 Sect. 9. The said clerk shall receive in full com-
-2 pensation for all his services as clerk, excepting for
3 such copies as he is not by law bound to furnish, an
4 annual salary of not less than four hundred dollars,
5 to be paid quarterly out of the treasury of the city of
6 of Salem.
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1 Sect. 10. The said Police Court, in addition to the
2 jurisdiction which it now has, shall have exclusive
3 jurisdiction of all crimes, offences, and misdemeanors
4 committed within said city of Salem, whereof the said
5 Police Court and justices of the peace of the county of
6 Essex now have jurisdiction; and said Police Court
7 shall also have original jurisdiction and cognizance of
8 all suits and actions which may now or at any time here-
-9 after be heard, tried, and determined before any justice

10 of the peace in the county of Essex, and exclusive juris-
-11 diction whenever any person summoned as trustee in
12 any action resides in the city of Salem, and service is
13 duly made on said supposed trustee ; provided, that
14 nothing in this act contained shall prevent any justice
15 of the peace within the county of Essex from issuing
16a warrant returnable before said court in any criminal
17 suit or prosecution within said county, but no fees
18 shall be allowed to any justice of the peace for any
19 such warrant, unless it shall appear to the court that
20 there was just and reasonable cause for issuing it.

1 Sect. 11. The standing justice of said court, or
2 either of the special justices, or any justice of the
3 peace of the county of Essex, may issue a warrant
4 under the forty-ninth chapter of the Revised Statutes,
5 and such warrant may be made returnable before said
6 Police Court; but no justice of the peace within said
7 city of Salem shall exercise any further jurisdiction
8 than to issue such warrant.

1 Sect. 12. Neither the standing justice, nor the
2 clerk, shall be retained or employed as counsel or
3 attorney in any suit, complaint, application, petition,
4 or other proceeding whatever, before said court, nor
5 in any which shall have been heard or examined
6 therein, and neither of the special justices shall be
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7 retained or employed as counsel or attorney in any
8 matter which shall have been heard or examined he-
ll fore them respectively.

1 Sec t. 13. A court shall be holden by the said
2 standing justice, or one of the special justices, at
;> some suitable and convenient place, to he provided at
1 the expense of the city of Salem, on three several
5 days of each week, at nine of the clock in the mom-
-6 mg, and by adjournment, as much oftener as may be
7 necessary, to take cognizance of crimes, offences, and
8 misdemeanors; and on one fixed day in each week,
9 at ten of the clock in the morning, and by adjourn-

-10 ment, as much oftener as may be necessary, for the
11 entry and trial of civil actions, the hearing of motions,
12 and such other civil business as may come before it.

1 Sect. 14. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent
2 with this act are hereby repealed.

1 Sect. 15. This act shall be in force from and after
2 its acceptance by a majority of the voters of the city
3 of Salem, at legal meetings of said voters held for
4 this purpose in their respective wards.




