
SENATE....:.No. 128.

In Senate, April 30, 1852.

The Joint Standing Committee on Railways and Canals, to
whom was referred the petitions of John Mills and others,
and of Abner Post and others, have considered the same,
and

That inasmuch as there is a difference of opinion in the
committee as to what ought to be reported, your committee
have agreed to report the bills prayed for by each petition,
with a brief statement of the positions taken by each of said
petitioners, for the consideration of the legislature.

The petition of Abner Post and others asks for a charter of
a road from Westfield to the State line of Connecticut, on or
near the canal.

The petition of John Mills and others asks for a charter of a
road from the State line of Connecticut at the termination of
a railroad called the Canal railroad, either to Springfield, at
or near the depot of the Western Railroad, or to West Spring-
field, with a right to use the Western Railroad to Springfield.
The petitioners for this last named route do not object to the
granting of the prayer of the petition of Abner Post and others,
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but, on the other hand, the friends of the petition of Abner
Post and others remonstrate against the granting of the prayer
of the petition of John Mills and others, and contend that but
one of these roads are needed, and but one can be supported;
that to grant both is in effect to refuse their prayer and grant
the prayer of the petition of John Mills and others.

Some of your committee are of opinion that both charters
should be granted,—some that one only.

That portion of your committee who believe that one only
should be granted, are not agreed as to which.

A majority of the committee are of opinion that if but one
charter should be granted, it should be the one prayed for by
the petition of Abner Post and others.

In relation to the route prayed for by John Mills and others,
the petitioners contended and satisfied some of your committee
by evidence—

That this route is the shortest new road and makes the
nearest route for persons on the road going to or from Worces-
ter, Boston, and places in that direction, or from those places
to places on the Canal Railroad; is the most natural current of
travel as the business now is; is the route desired by a majority
of the people in Farmington Valley in the course of said Canal
Railroad. —The road is already built or graded to the State
line tending towards Springfield :

That a majority of the business in the Farmington Valley
which comes northerly, comes to Worcester, Boston, and
Lowell. This route is four and a half miles less travel for
persons coming from the valley to Boston, f\ orcester, and

Lowell, or going from those places to the valley.
In relation to the route prayed for by the petition of Abner

Post and others, yonr committee report that the origin of the
railroad in the State of Connecticut which one of the routes

prayed for is to meet, was a canal ; d hat the canal route vas

to and through Westfield; That the canal proved an unfor-
tunate failure, both as to being profitable to the owners, and

as to being as useful to the persons living on its banks as it

was supposed it would be : That the use of the canal having
been discontinued, the owners of land on the margin have
suffered from the old and useless canal.
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That in 1846 the New Haven and North Hampton Canal
Company petitioned the legislature of Connecticut for leave to
construct a railroad on or near the line of the canal from New
Haven to the State line, Granby being the last town men-
tioned in the act.

Most of the acts of the Company in Connecticut indicate
that until recently their design was that the railroad should
take the place of the canal and pursue its general course.

This route will pass through the town of Southwick, a
thrifty town containing about fifteen hundred inhabitants, and
terminate at Westfield, a town of from four to five thousand
inhabitants. This route has a much larger local business on
its course than the other. There are about seventeen thou-
sand inhabitants separated by highlands from the other railroad,
not now well accommodated, who will be accommodated by
this route.

Your committee therefore report the accompanying bills.

For the Committee,

ITHAMAR W. BEARD.
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AN ACT
To incorporate the Hampden Railroad Company.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representor
tives in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :

1 Sect. 1. Abner Post, James Fowler, Ira Yeamans,
2 Jr., Matthew Ives, N. T. Leonard, their associates and
3 successors, are hereby made a corporation by the
4 name of The Hampden Railroad Company, with all
5 the powers and privileges, and subject to all the du-
(i ties, restrictions, and liabilities set forth in the forty-
-7 fourth chapter of the Revised Statutes, and in that
8 part of the thirty-ninth chapter of the said statutes
0 relating to railroad corporations, and in all statutes

10 subsequently passed relating to railroad corporations.

1 Sect. 2. Said corporation may construct and main-
-2 tain a railroad from some convenient point near the
3 depot of the Western Railroad, in Westfield, thence
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-
Two.
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4 on or near the line of the canal to the line of the
5 State of Connecticut, at some convenient point in the
6 town of Granby.

1 Sect. 3. The capital stock of said corporation
2 shall consist of three thousand shares, of one hundred
3 dollars each, and no assessment shall be made thereon
4 of a greater amount in the whole than one hundred
5 dollars on each share; and no share in the capital
6 stock of said corporation shall be issued for a less
7 sum or amount, to be actually paid in on each, than
8 the par value of the shares which shall be first issued;
9 and the said corporation may purchase and hold such

10 real estate, materials, engines and cars, and other
11 things as may be necessary for depots for the use of
12 said road, and for the transportation of persons, goods,
13 and merchandise.

1 Sect. 4. Said corporation may enter upon and
2 unite their railroad, by proper turnouts and switches,
3 with the Western Railroad, at some convenient point
4 at or near the depot of said road in Westfield, and
5 may use the same under the provisions and restric-
-6 tions of the laws relating to railroads in this Com-
-7 monwcalth.

1 Sect. 5. If the location of said railroad shall not
2 be filed, according to law, within two years, and if
3 the said railroad shall not be constructed within three
4 years from the passage of this act, this act shall be
5 void.

1 Sect. 6. The said corporation shall not commence
2 the construction of their road, or any part thereof,
3 until a certificate shall have been filed in the office of
4 the secretary of the Commonwealth, subscribed and



5 sworn to by the president of tire said company and a

6 majority of the directors thereof, stating that all of
7 the stock named in their charter has been subscribed
8 for by responsible parties, and that twenty per cent.
9 of the par value of the stock thereof has been actually

10 paid into the treasury of the company.

1 Sect. 7. This act shall take effect on and after its
2 passage.

6 HAMPDEN RAILROAD COMPANY. [April,
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AN ACT
To incorporate the Springfield and Farmington Valley

Railroad Company.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :

1 Sect. 1. John Mills, Caleb Ilice, Erasmus D.
2 Beach, Homer Foot, Edward Southworth, their asso-
-3 dates and successors, are hereby made a corporation
•1 by the name of the Springfield and Farmington Yal-
-5 ley Railroad Company, with all the powers and privi-
-6 leges, and subject to all the duties, restrictions, and
7 liabilities set forth in the forty-fourth chapter of the
8 Revised Statutes, relating to railroad corporations,
9 and in all statutes subsequently passed, relating to

10 railroad corporations.

1 Sect. 2. Said corporation may construct and main-
-2 tain a railroad from the line of the State of Connec-
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-
Two.
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•5 ticut, at the termination of a railroad known as the
4 “ Canal Railroad,” thence running by or near the
0 village in Fcedinghills, and by Mittencage, in West
fi Springfield, to some point in Springfield near the
7 depot of the Western Railroad, with power to con-
-8 struct a bridge across Connecticut River; or, if said
9 corporation shall so elect, to some convenient point

10 on the Western Railroad in West Springfield, with
11 power to enter upon and use the Western Railroad
12 from such point to the depot in Springfield, according
13 to law.

1 Sect. 3. The capital stock of said corporation
2 shall consist of one thousand five hundred shares of
3 one hundred dollars each, and no assessments shall be
4 made thereon of a greater amount in the whole than
5 one hundred dollars on each share ; and no share in
6 the capital stock of said corporation shall be issued
7 for a less sum or amount, to be actually paid in, on
8 each, than the par value of the shares which shall
9be first issued. And the said corporation may pur-

-10 chase and hold such real estate, materials, engines
11 and cars, and other things as may be necessary for
12 depots, for the use of said road and for the transporta-
-13 tion of persons, goods, and merchandise.

1 Sect. 4. If the location of said railroad shall not
2 be filed according to law, within two years, and if the
3 said railroad shall not be constructed within three
4 years from the passage of this act, the same shall be
5 void.

1 Sect. 5. The said corporation shall not commence
2 the construction of their road, or any part thereof,
3 ulitil a certificate shall have been filed in the office of
4 the secretary of the Commonwealth, subscribed and
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5 sworn to by the president and a majority of the
ti directors of said company, stating that all of the
7 stock named in their charter has heen subscribed for
8 by responsible parties, and that twenty per cent, of
9 the par value of the stock thereof has been actually

10 paid into the treasury of the company.
1 Sect. 6. This act shall take effect on and after
2 its passage.
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