
SENATE No. 139.

The Joint Standing Committee on Roads and Bridges, to
whom was referred the petition of Adam Boyd and others,
of Essex, of Feb. 11th, and of Gloucester and Ipswich, in
aid of Adam Boyd and others, asking the legislature to
authorize the county commissioners of the county of Essex
to construct a road over the navigable waters of Essex river
in the town of Essex; and also Parker Barnham and others,
of Essex, of Feb. 27th, and of Gloucester and Manchester,
in aid of Parker Barnham and others, remonstrants to the
above, have heard the same, and respectfully

All parties having been legally “ notified to appear and show
cause,” and the parties appearing, the committee gave them a
full hearing, and examined twenty-six witnesses—eleven in
favor of the petition, and fifteen against it. The petitioners
of Essex, for the road and bridge over the Essex river, did not
attempt to make as a strong point the public travel for an
exigency, but the necessity for farther accommodation for
ship-building was their main object. They left the travelling
necessities in the hands, mainly, of the three hundred and eighty
petitioners, from the towns of Ipswich and Gloucester, to
make out that part of the case.
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By the evidence, it appeared that not more than five acres
of ground was legally occupied for ship-building, and that
from forty to fifty vessels were built yearly, of from 70 to 90
tuns. In 1851 there were fifty-one vessels built, and the
whole amount of tunnage was 4310 tuns, averaging 84i tuns.

That year twenty-six loaded vessels came up the river, said
river being represented as difficult of navigation, and generally
a part of the cargo was thrown off several miles below Boyd’s
wharf, so called, the place for the contemplated bridge, and
the most difficult part of the river to navigate being above this
point.

It is just one mile from this contemplated bridge to the
place occupied for ship-yards, by the course of the stream, and
IST rods in a straight line.

Just above Boyd’s landing there is a difficult spot in navi-
gation, where vessels are liable to ground, and are delayed one
or more tides before they can proceed farther. The place is
known by all the pilots as the “ cross place,” where the river
makes a short turn, the current shifting from one bank to the
other, and the river being narrow, it is impossible to keep the
vessel in the channel, and, consequently, unless the tide be
high, the result is, aground for that day.

It appeared that, could they pass that “ cross place,” there
was generally no difficulty in piloting out the vessel. The
yards that are used for building vessels cannot be enlarged
without building artificial embankments, and they are exceed-
ingly crowded, after taking up a good portion of the highway
for a long distance, to the great inconvenience of the public
travel, and to the liability of the town. In laying out this
road prayed for, more than three times the amount of land
suitable for ship-yards is opened for use, and at the same time
many house-lots are put into market at the low price of four
dollars per rod, while the usual price in the vicinity of the
present yards is seventeen dollars per road, and the land has
been sold as high as twenty dollars per rod. A large propor-
tion of the ship-builders petitioned for this road in order that
their business might be better accommodated. This is not all.
Gloucester and Rockport contain a population of 11,000, and
in passing over a portion of the road leading to Rockport
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there is an elbow this contemplated road cuts off, in a distance
of 596 rods, of 242 rods, and at the same time will avoid hard
hills. This bridge will be on the same ground the bridge was
built upon in 1666, and rebuilt in 1700, and afterwards re-
moved farther up the river.

The town is mostly built up the river, and that is the great
cause of the remonstrants.

The remonstrants come from the source we should naturally
expect, viz., the great proportion from the town of Essex.
Three hundred of the citizens of the town of Essex out of six
hundred voters, disliking new roads, especially when they are
concerned in making them, remonstrated against the petition.

It will take a portion of the travel from passing directly
through the heart of the town, but a teamster can generally
forego the pleasure of visiting a village, if his road is short-
ened, and the hills less, and the load heavy.

It appeared in evidence that if this improvement was made,
another of similar benefit would be required, as far as the
public is concerned, and that was another inducement for re-
monstrance.

We concluded that if the legislature gave the commissioners
power to lay out a road over the navigable waters of the Essex
river, an exigency must be made out, or they would not grant
the petition.

We therefore report the accompanying bill.

N. LYMAN STRONG, Chairman.



[May, ’52.]COUNTY OF ESSEX.

AN ACT
To authorize the construction of a Bridge across Essex

River.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same

,
asfollows :

1 Sect. 1. The county commissioners of Essex
2 county are hereby empowered, if in their opinion
3 public convenience and necessity require the same, to
4 cause to be built a bridge across the Essex river, in
5 Essex, in the county of Essex, at or near to Boyd’s
6 landing, so called, provided the same be constructed
7 with a suitable draw for the accommodation of such
8 vessels as may have occasion to pass the same.

1 Sect. 2. This act shall take effect from and after
2 its passage.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-
Two.


