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Dedham, January 10th, 1852.

Dear Sir,—I herewith transmit the Report of the Commit-
tee of the Senate, appointed under an order of May 15, 1851,
to visit the State Normal Schools, and for other purposes.

EDWARD L. KEYES, Chairman.

STATE NORMAL SCHOOLS.

Hon. Henry Wilson,
President of the Senate.
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Ordered, That Messrs. Keyes, Hyde, and Whitney, of the
Senate, be a committee, authorized and instructed to visit the
State Normal Schools during the recess of the Legislature.

Ordered, also, That said committee be authorized and in-
structed to obtain proposals for a site for a State Normal School,
and for the erection of buildings thereon, to be, when estab-
lished, in place of the West Newton State Normal School, and
to report to the Legislature at its next session.

In Senate, May 15th, 1851.

Commontocaltij of
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The Committee appointed, under the order of the Senate of
May 15th, 1851, to visit the State Normal Schools during
the recess of the Legislature, and to obtain proposals for the
site of a State Normal School, and for the erection of suita-
ble buildings thereon, to be, when established, in place of the
West Newton State Normal School, have discharged the
duties assigned them, and submit the following

At the last session of the Legislature, a committee of the
Board of Education appeared before the Joint Committee on
Education, asking an appropriation of from twelve to fifteen
thousand dollars for the purpose of purchasing a site, and
erecting buildings thereon, for the accommodation of the State
Normal School, then and now located at West Newton. The
Board had already received proposals for a site, consisting of
four acres of land situated in the same village of West New-
ton, at the price of one thousand dollars per acre. The Joint
Committee on Education, after having considered the subject,
and visited the site proposed, and after considering the mode
and means by which the land and buildings for the State
Normal Schools at Bridgewater and Westfield were provided,
unanimously recommended the plan adopted in the order of
the Senate under which your committee act.

In pursuance of their duties the committee held a joint meet-
ing, with a committee of the Board of Education, at Worces-
ter, on the 30th of June, 1851, for the purpose of deciding upon
the proper measures to be taken, and it was agreed to publish,
in several of the newspapers, the following advertisement:

Commontoealti) ot iHassadjustUs,

EEPORT:
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Proposals for a Site and House for a State Normal School.
The undersigned, a committee of the Senate of the Commonwealth, are

authorized and instructed to receive proposals for a new location and building
for the West Newton State Normal School.

There are obvious advantages to towns and communities resulting from the
establishment within them of Normal Schools, which are maintained at the
expense of the Commonwealth, and the sites and buildings for those at West-
field and Bridgewater were purchased and erected by means supplied in part
by the State, a nd in part, also, by the towns and citizens of the same in which
they are located.

It is decided that the school to be provided for, should be located where
the means of access are convenient, and at a distance of not more than from
ten to fifteen miles from the city of Boston, and that the site for the same
should comprise a quantity of land sufficient for the cultivation of specimens
of forest trees, plants and flowers.

Any inducements which may be offered on the part of towns or individuals,
for a change of the location of said school, or for retaining it in the town
where it now is, previous to the first day of October next, will be considered
by the committee.

Communications in relation to the subject may be addressed to the chair-
man of the committee, at Dedham.

Edward L. Keyes, Chairman.
William Hyde,
Giles H. Whitney.

In answer to the foregoing advertisement, propositions and
communications were received from the Waver I y Company,
whose lands are situated on the borders of Wr atertown and
Waltham; from R. W. Holman, Esq., whose lands are situated
in the village of Grantville, in the town of Needham, and also
in the town of Newton, at Newton Corner; and from the town
of Milton. The committee do not deem it proper to state the
terms of the various propositions in detail, from regard to the
interests of the parties which have made them, but some, if
not all of them, are liberal, and worthy the consideration of
the Board of Education, in whose hands it is proposed to place
them for their future consideration and action. They were
none of them, however, of such a character as to bring the
committee to a final determination in regard to the subject,
and they therefore leave the information which has been ob-
tained by their action, to the use and disposition of the Board
of Education and their successors in the Legislature.

The committee will not, however, withhold their views in
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relation to the necessity of further provision for the accommo-
dation of the school at West Newton. The attention of the
joint committee of the Legislature, at its last session, was di-
rected to the subject, and the following extract from their report
on the Normal Schools (Senate Document, No. 86) will exhibit
their views :—“ The attention of the committee has been drawn
to the house in which the West Newton School is kept. It is
deemed inadequate to the wants of the institution from its
structure and size, as well as from dilapidation and decay.
The legislative committee on education for the year 1850,
whose report is before us, in reference to this subject, say,

1 that the building is badly situated in some respects, and alto-
gether unsuitable and inadequate. Could the Legislature con-
trast it with the schoolhouses at Bridgewater and Westfield,
they would at once make the requisite appropriation for a new
and commodious building on a scale worthy of the object.’

“The Board of Education, in their last annual report, enter-
tain the same views as expressed by the legislative committee
referred to, and remark, that ‘the house for the Normal School
at West Newton, is situated in such immediate proximity to
the Worcester Railroad, that the exercises are at all seasons
of the year seriously interrupted by the noise; and, during
the warm months of the year, when the windows are required
to be open, the inconvenience and loss of lime are considerable.
The school also, in consequence of its rapid increase, is now
but poorly accommodated, although the house, when placed,
not many years ago, at the disposal of the Board, was consid-
ered very ample. It is, therefore, much to be desired that the
Board should have the means of erecting a more commodious
house, in a more retired and quiet situation.’

1 hey state also, that the gentleman, to whose munificence
the Commonwealth is indebted for the building now occupied,
will consent to its being disposed of, provided the benefit he
intended to confer upon the school shall still be enjoyed.

“ I hey also refer to the fact, that this is the first Normal
School established in America, and being near the seat of gov-
ernment, and the great metropolis of New England, and on one
of the great lines of communication between the sea-board and
the interior, and the West, it is frequently visited by strangers
who come, attracted by its fame, to examine into the school
system of Massachusetts.
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“ The committee having examined the schoolhouses at Bridge-

water and Westfield, and contrasted the excellencies of the one
with the deficiencies of the other, are enabled to subscribe to
the justice of the observations of their predecessors and of the
Board, which are above quoted. The fame of the Massachu-
setts school system has spread, not only over the whole extent
of our own country but to remote parts of the world, and in the
exercise of a becoming pride, if for no higher motive, we may
be solicitous that a nearer approach shall not dissipate those
favorable ideas which have been formed at a distance. From
the location of the institution at West Newton, that school is
chiefly visited by strangers,—the laudably curious, and those
who seek information from other states and other lands; and it
must be confessed that the house, by its exterior appearance
and internal arrangements, is calculated to moderate the most
reasonable expectations, if not to excite emotions of disappoint-
ment and regret. An institution of this character, so essential
to the healthy growth and prosperity of the system of Common
School education, and under the patronage of a wealthy and
prosperous Commonwealth, should be endowed in all its de-
partments in a manner commensurate with its importance, use-
fulness and dignity. The structures at Bridgewater and West-
field are commodious and durable, and the committee join the
Board of Education in their desire, that means may be pro-
vided for the erection of a building for the West Newton school
that shall not be less so.”

The house at West Newton was not originally well built;
and at the time it passed into the hands of the State, was in a
somewhat dilapidated condition. It has not much improved
since, although it has been constantly receiving repairs. With
what should be considered ample means for warming a build-
ing of its dimensions, it often happens, especially during the
prevalence of high winds, that the school is obliged to carry
on its operations with a temperature below fifty degrees. The
accommodations are barely sufficient for ninety pupils, audit
was only by the surrender of the teachers’ desks and incon-
venient crowding, that one hundred and eleven pupils were en-
abled, during the last term, to enjoy the advantages of the in-
stitution. The demand for these advantages is constantly on
the increase; and it is obvious that the difficulties and iucon-
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veniences now experienced will be, without other provision,
augmented from term to term. At the time the present build-

ing
3

was provided, Normal Schools were regarded in the light
of an experiment, the trial of which was sought to be accom-

plished by such economical means as might be most readily

and easily obtained; but now that they have been elevated to

the rank of permanent institutions of the Commonwealth, not

only the demands of the present are to be regarded but also the

increasing wants of the future.
The committee are clearly of the opinion, that it would be

far better to meet the demands, and elevate the character and
standard of the Normal Schools already established, than to

add to their number. The facilities of travelling are such that
to all those who cannot reside at home and attend the school,
the difference of a few, or even a considerable number of miles,
by which pupils may be separated from them, is but of slight
account. After the immediate and pressing demand of the
Common Schools for normal teachers shall have been satisfied,
it may become the policy of the directors of these institutions
to elevate the standard of requirement on the part of the pupils,
and to extend the time which they shall be required to pass in
the school. The tendency is, at present, in this direction, and
there is still further room left for improvement.

These considerations are suggested to show the importance
of having few schools, well appointed, in preference to having
many scantily provided with the means necessary to the suc-
cessful accomplishment of the purposes for which they are de-
signed.

West Newton, where the school is now situated, affords an
accessible and healthy location. It is stated in the rfeport of the
joint committee above referred to, (Senate Document No. 86,)
“that it does not appear, from the historical sketch presented,
that either the town of Newton in its corporate capacity, or the
citizens thereof, have manifested any interest or made any con-
tributions towards the establishment or maintenance of the
school, of such a character as to place the State or the Board
of Education under obligations to continue it in that town,
should its welfare or prospects depend materially upon its re-
moval.” In the report of the Board of Education, for the pres-
ent year, reference is made to the above remarks, to the effect
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that they are unjust to the citizens of West Newton. As it
is not the purpose of the committee, or their desire, to make out
a case against the citizens of West Newton, they do not deem
it necessary to enter into an argument upon the subject. They
will only remark, that the six hundred dollars contributed by
the latter and the employees of the Worcester Railroad Corpo-
ration, is small in comparison with the sums contributed by the
inhabitants of Westfield and Bridgewater, under similar cir-
cumstances. And that it has been many times compensated
by the advantages which have already been derived from the
establishment of the school within their limits.

Should an appropriation be granted for the purchase of a site
and the erection of new buildings, it is probable that it will be
left to the wisdom of the Board of Education to select the loca-
tion, but this committee would call their attention to the pro-
posals which thoy will place in their hands, and especially to
the beautiful site referred to, at Newton Corner, which com-
mands one of the most extensive and delightful views to be
found in the vicinity of Boston.

The committee might leave to their successors the duty of
recommending such an application of the funds, already appro-
priated for the benefit and support of education, as the state of
facts enumerated would seem, in their opinion, to justify, but
they may be allowed to remark, that in consideration of the vast
sum annually raised and expended for the support of Common
Schools and the payment of teachers, throughout the Common-
wealth, and which is profitably and usefully employed, or
wastefully squandered, according to the qualifications or unfit-
ness of the teachers employed, it should seem that the most lib-
eral appropriations for the education and preparation of teach-
ers, could not be otherwise than profitable and expedient.

The sum of eight thousand two hundred dollars is now an-
nually expended for the support of the three State Normal
Schools, and there can be no doubt that the beneficial effects of
this expenditure are many times greater than would result from
the expenditure of the same sum upon the Common Schools,
without their aid.
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In the year 1539, when the first Normal School was estab-
lished in Massachusetts, the first also in America, those institu-
tions were almost universally regarded as an experiment to be
tried, and if successful, to be adopted as a part of a permanent
system of education, and if unsuccessful, to be repudiated and
discontinued. Twelve years have elapsed since that date, and
having by their results vindicated their worth and usefulness,
they have become a part of the renowned Massachusetts System
of Common School Education, and they now stand proudly
challenging the admiration and gratitude of the people.

It should seem that if preparation is necessary to fit men for
all the other occupations of life, it would be most of all required
to qualify them to undertake the guidance and control of the
immortal mind, at that period when it is most capable of receiv-
ing lasting and permanent impressions; but, on recurring to the
origin of the institutions for the education and preparation of
teachers, we find that their supporters and founders were
obliged to contend against the most constant and persevering
opposition of that large and powerful class of individuals,
which exists at all times in every community, who'seem more
anxious to conserve the evils of existing systems, than to run
the hazard of new experiments, however they may be support-
ed by the arguments of reason and probability.

The names of Edmund Dwight and Horace Mann will be
foiever memorable in the history, rise and progress of the Nor-
mal Schools of Massachusetts, and some estimate of the opposi-
tion overcome, and the labors performed to accomplish their
establishment, may be gathered from the remarks of the latter,
on the occasion of dedicating the house at Bridgewater, in
August, 1846. He said :

—“ Had it not been for a feeling amongthe friends ofeducation, which is ever ready to confront selfish-
ness and wickedness and ignorance, at whatever personal peril,
and to subdue and extirpate them, or die in the attempt, you
well know that the Normal Schools of Massachusetts would
have been put down, and that this day would never have shone
to gladden our hearts, and to reward our toils and sacrifices.
Let no man who knows not what has been suffered, what has

2
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been borne and forborne, to bring to pass the present event,
accuse me of an extravagance of joy.”

The bread which the founders of these institutions cast upon
the waters, has returned to them, and the toils which they ex-
perienced, and the sacrifices they made, are more than compen-
sated in the abundant harvest of satisfaction which they now
enjoy, and we trust also, in the grateful thanks and homage of
their fellow-citizens.

Since the establishment of the Normal Schools, the change in
the character and conduct of our Common Schools has been
equivalent to a revolution ; but marked and important as has
been the change in them, it has been scarcely less in the Nor-
mal Schools themselves, contrasted, as they appear at the pres-
ent day, with their condition and character at the time of their
establishment.

The Normal Schools hold the position, in some sense, of a
central board or bureau, wherein, and by means of which, is
gathered all the knowledge and information existing in all parts
of the country and the world, for the purpose of being distrib-
uted through its thousand living channels, for the improvement
and welfare of the people. Knowledge is not only power, but
it is light, which shines upon and radiates all who come within
the range of its expanding and penetrating rays. Every new
fact, or invention, or improvement, seen from the look-out of
the Normal School observatory, whether discovered at a dis-
tance or evolved in the daily processes of instruction, is seized
at once, and transmitted, as the pupils go forth, to every part of
the land. Let any one of those who toiled and agonized on the
benches of our Common Schools twenty-five, or even fifteen
years ago, go into the Normal Schools of the present day, and
witness the methods and means of instruction therein employed,
and it will seem to him as if ages must have elapsed, before a
revolution so complete could have been consummated. He
would see the youthful pupil performing in a moment, problems
in arithmetic, without the aid of slate or pencil, such as he
wrought out in his day, after hours of toil, by the assistance of
pyramids and mountains of figures. Instead of watching the
scholar, as he traces (in imitation of his own former exercises)
the miniature atlas, with its hair-linesof latitude and longitude,
and its diamond letter, for the location of the required lakes and
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mountains, he would see him take his position before the black-
board, and with no other wand than a piece of chalk, command
continents and oceans to rise before him, with lakes and moun-
tains, rivers and capes, located according to latitude and longi-
tude, where the Almighty has placed them.

He would see maps representing all the varieties of the earth’s
surface—the mountains and forests, as well as lakes and rivers,
prepared as if to enable him to locate, while standing in the
school-room, the railroads and canals of Europe and Asia.
These are some of the improvements which have been invent-
ed, and which might possibly find their way into our Common
Schools, unassisted, after the lapse of years, and when genera-
tions of scholars, who should have enjoyed the benefits of them,
have passed from the benches of the school-room to the active
business of life, but which, by the aid of Normal Schools, may
be diffused, in a beneficent shower, suddenly upon all who are
yet engaged in acquiring an education. The influence of the
Normal Schools already pervades and benefits the whole mass
of the teachers employed, and therefore the whole community.
One teacher, fitted and prepared at the State institutions, and
master of all the improved methods and means of teaching, will
exert an influence on all the wide circle of his brethren in the
same profession, who come within his range, and stimulate
them all, in a greater or less degree, to imitate his example. By
such means, the seed planted in that beautiful trio of Normal
Schools which adorn our Commonwealth, is made to bring forth
fruit “ an hundred fold.”

In obedience to their instructions the committee, accompanied
by the Secretary of the Board of Education, visited the Normal
School at West Newton, on Tuesday, December 23d ; that at
Bridgewater on Wednesday, December 24th ; and that at West-
field on Friday, 26th.

Normal School at West Newton.
The high character of this institution is maintained, and its

prosperity is constantly increasing. Notwithstanding the ele-
vation of the standard of requirement for admission on the
part of the applicants, the addition to the length of the time
which they are required to remain at the school, and the entire
exclusion of those who do not design to become teachers in the
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public schools of the State, the number making application for
admission has been larger than could be accommodated, and is
still on the increase. There is apparent among the pupils a
higher and more just appreciation of the arduous and impor-
tant duties of the teacher than formerly, and the increased
caution and rigor exhibited on the part of school committees
has a tendency to increase it.

It appears that more attention is now paid than heretofore,
to endeavor to prevent the advantages of the school from being
wasted upon those who give no promise of future usefulness in
the occupation of teaching; and the committee are informed
that none are allowed to receive their graduating papers, except
such as seem to be well qualified by natural endowments, and
by their acquirements, faithfully to perform their duties. To
accomplish this, a thorough and careful system of watchfulness
and testing is practised.

There is at present an urgent demand for teachers qualified
for the stations of principals and assistants in the numerous
high schools now existing, or about to be established, in all
parts of the Commonwealth, such as are competent to teach
the languages and the higher branches of English education.
As this class of schools are public, and bid fair to become the
crowning glory of our Common School system, it is important
to consider if some immediate steps should not be taken to
meet the demand. If it has been found difficult and almost
impossible to obtain teachers sufficient, of competent ability, to
supply the wants of the primary and grammar schools, it would
seem to follow, of course, that the difficulty would be increased
when teachers are sought for schools of a higher grade.

The statistics of the school are given in detail in the report
of the Board of Education, (House Document, No. 1,) and they
need not be recapitulated here. The whole number of pupils
for the year 1851 is 154, from eight counties of Massachusetts,
and nine states. The parents of the pupils represent thirty-
eight different trades or occupations, the number of farmers
being the largest. The class admitted in September last was
the largest ever admitted. The average age of the pupils is
about 19 years. Suffolk County supplies the greatest number.

By an arrangement, the public grammar and primary schools
of the West Newton School District are connected with the
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Normal School, and constitute its model department. The

two schools are under the direction of permanent teachers,
assisted by the more advanced pupils of the Normal School.
Four pupils of the last-named school are thus constantly em-

ployed. This arrangement enables the district to receive pupils
from abroad, who, besides the tuition which they pay to the
district, are generally such as exert the most favorable influence

upon the school. Whole number of pupils in the grammar
school for the year 1851, 187. Number from without the dis-
trict, who are charged a tuition of six dollars per term, 66.

The character of the building in which the West Newton
Normal School is kept, has been described, and the necessity
which exists for more and better accommodations discussed, in
the preceding pages of this report.

The examination which took place in the presence of the
committee was conducted with great freedom and ease, on the
part of the teachers, and the readiness with which the responses
were made on the part of the pupils indicated the thorough-
ness with which they had mastered the several branches of
study. The exercises in mental arithmetic were peculiarly
pleasing, and at a period not far back might have been pro-
nounced wonderful. The study and practice of mental arith-
metic fends to exercise and quicken the intellect, so as to enable
it to perform the most remarkable feats. It is thought to be an
accomplishment to be able to add with rapidity a single column
of units or tens or hundreds separately, but the young ladies at
the Newton School were found capable of adding, readily and
rapidly, columns composed of units, tens and hundreds, collec-
tively, by a single process.

Great improvements have been made in the methods of
teaching geography. The pupil is required to obtain such a
perfect knowledge of the formation of the earth, and of the
latitude and longitude of the various countries, mountains and
rivers upon its surface, as will enable him to draw, from mem-
ory, upon the blackboard, a map fit to be used in the recitations
of the class.

The lectures of M. Guyot seem to have awakened a new
interest in this study, and given an impulse which will no
doubt be productive of great benefit.

The principal and assistant teachers in this school appear to
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be eminently adapted to the several positions which they occupy,
and it is hoped that the school will long continue to enjoy the
benefit of their labors. The pay of the assistants is thought
to be inadequate, inasmuch as it is not uncommon for pupils to
leave the school, and immediately become the recipients of
salaries greater than is received by their instructors in the
Normal Schools.

Normal School at Bridgewater,

The annexed memorandum, furnished by Mr. Tillinghast,
the principal of this school, at the request of the committee,
contains, as it is believed, matter not included in the report of
the Board of Education, and is therefore submitted in full:—

Year 1850.
Term of the No. who Whole num-

school. 1849. 1850. entered, her in school. Graduated.
30th. From December to March, ... 17 59 14
31st. Prom March to July, 30 71 13
32d. From August to November, ... 25 79 21

For the year 72 209 48
Average of the school, 69.

Year 1851.
Term of the school. 1850. 1851. Entered. WholeNo. Graduated.

33d. From December to March, ... 23 73 18
34th. From March to July, 33 86 19
35th. From August to November, ... 16 79 30

For the year 72 238 67
Average of the school, 79.

1851. 1852. Entered. WholeNo.
The 36th, or present term, from December to March, . 24 65

During 1850, left without staying a year, 15
do. 1851, do. do. 18
do. 1850, the number who attended more than one year,. . 20
do. 1851, do. do. do. . . 20

No one is counted as “ graduated” until he has left the
school for the last time, whether he has been only the pre-
scribed year or for a longer time. I need hardly add, that no
one is reckoned but once among the graduates.
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Of the graduates of 1830, every one has taught school since
leaving the Normal School, except two, both of whom, I am
informed, hold themselves ready to become teachers.

Of the graduates of the first two terms of 1851, I have not
heard from seven; the others are all teaching now, or have been
teaching since leaving the Normal School.

All the young men (except two') who graduated last month,
are now, I believe, engaged in teaching schools. The young
ladies are without exception, I believe, prepared to enter schools
as teachers so soon as opportunities occur.

During the last year, (1551,) Messrs E. H. Butler
& Co., of Philadelphia, presented to the school
Mann & Chase’s Arithmetic, .... 40 copies.

Messrs. G. F. Cooledge & Brother, New York,
presented Pierpont’s First Class Book, . . 30 “

Messrs. A. S. Barnes &- Co., Davies’ Legendre, . 40 “

Messrs. J. P. Jewett & Co., Wells’ Grammar, . 24 “

Do. do. Manual Morals, . 30 “

I have tried to furnish the school with copies of the Consti-
tution of Massachusetts and that of the United States, and by
picking up copies, published in different years for the use of
the Legislature, 1 have, to a degree, succeeded; but these copies
are much worn and do not contain the same matter. I would
respectfully ask that a number of copies, sufficient to furnish
this school, be allowed it annually from those printed by legis-
lative authority.

The most crying evil of this school is, that we can exercise
no choice in the selection of its pupils, and have those who are
received for too short a time to give them a proper training for
their office. I can conceive but one way to meet this evil, and
that is, that some assistance should be extended to those who
are too poor to pay the expense of board.

Mr. Tillinghast has long been at the head of this institution,and his qualifications as an instructor and disciplinarian are
believed to be unsurpassed. His assistant, Mr. Edwards, is
also a highly accomplished teacher, and is justly entitled to the
encomiums bestowed upon him by former committees of the
Legislature. The pupils under their charge have the advan-
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tage of the best instruction, and it must be their own fault if
they do not go forth qualified to assume the first rank as teach-
ers of our Common Schools.

The pupils were examined in several studies,—geography,
physiology, grammar, arithmetic and spelling,-—in presence of
the committee, and their performances indicated the thorough-
ness with which they acquire and comprehend the elementary
principles and minute details of that knowledge which they are
hereafter to be required to teach, and which are so essential as
the basis of a useful and practical education. The methods
employed in teaching arithmetic and geography are the same
as at West Newton, and in both branches the pupils of this
school are powerfully exercised by their energetic and able teach-
ers. The system of spelling which is practised is well adapted
to test the accuracy of the pupil. It also affords a scale by
means of which his rate of progress in that difficult art may
be tested. Each pupil is supplied with a blank book, in which
he is required to write the words as given out by the teacher;
and an examination of the books, when the lesson is concluded,
will show the real and comparative merit of every one of
them. The comparative merit is indicated by numbers from
one to eight, and at the end of the term the average standard
of each pupil, and the rate of his progress, may be ascertained.

The building is pleasantly situated and well adapted to the
wants of the school. The demand of the principal for copies
of the Constitutions of the State and of the United States, for
the use of the school, may be supplied at a small expense to
the Commonwealth. The “ crying evil” spoken of, is worthy
of consideration, and the attention of the committee to whom
this report will be referred is respectfully directed to it.

Normal School at Westfield.
This school was originally established at Barre, in September,

1839, and continued at that place until November, 1841, It was
suspended for a short period, and re-opened at this place, Septem-
ber 4th, 1844. The new house, which was erected with the lib-
eral aid of the citizens of Westfield, was dedicated September 3d,
1846, and from that period the school has continued, under the
charge of D. S. Rowe, Esq., as Principal, to exert a most pow-
erful and happy influence upon the people who inhabit the hill-
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sides and valleys of Western Massachusetts. Originally, pupils
were admitted for a single term of eleven weeks, but at the
date of the dedication of the new building, a rule was adopted
whereby they were required to remain for a period of two terms,
of fourteen weeks each. In April, 1850, the rule was again
changed, and the pupil, from that time, has been required to
remain for a period of three terms, at least, or a year—there
being but three terms in a year. As might have been expected,
under this rule there has been a falling off in the number of
pupils. The pupils of this western school are, for the most
part, the sons of farmers who have been required to labor for
their parents nearly or quite to the period of their majority, and
who are obliged to defray the cost of their normal school educa-
tion from their own earnings. The committee learn that about
five sixths of the pupils are children of farmers, and that a
majority of them pay their own expenses. Many of them can-
not afford the time and expense of a year’s attendance,—the
labor of one part of the year being required to maintain them
the other part, at the school. There is, also, another cause for
the falling off in the number of pupils. It is stated in the re-
port of the visiting committee of the Board of Education for the
present year, that “most of the young men who attend, are
those who wish to qualify themselves for teaching as a pro-
fession, and as the number who can obtain employment for a
year is small, there is reason to suppose the number of males in
this school will be small.” The school is in effect closed to that
large class who might be disposed to qualify themselves, by
attendance for a single term, to teach in the winter months,during the suspension of the labors of the farm. The operationof these causes may be seen in the fact, that in 1847, forty-one
per cent, of the pupils were males, while at the present time,but twenty per cent, of them are males. If we duly regard,however, the immense consequences for good or evil, which
result from the employment of competent and incompetent
teachers, we shall be satisfied that that system is the best,which sends into the community, with the seal of public appro-bation, none binthose who are competent to discharge faith-
fully and thoroughly, all the duties required at the hands of
teachers of our Common Schools.

To judge it by its fruits, the school at Westfield will be enti-
-3
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tied to a high rank among its sister institutions of the State and
country. The demand upon it for teachers has been constantly
increasing at every term. The graduates have been employed
principally in the larger towns, and in those especially where
an active interest has been awakened in behalf of Common
Schools. It is believed that they have received from twenty to
thirty per cent, more compensation than has been paid to other
teachers, in the same grade of schools.

The committee are informed that but few, who receive a
course of instruction in this school, fail to become teachers—not
more perhaps than five or six per cent, of them, and, in many
of these cases, ill health is the cause of failure. The desire to
obtain teachers from this school is evidence that it retains the
full confidence of the community, and that confidence will not
be diminished. It is thought by some, that the standard of re-
quirement on the part of the pupil should be raised; but some-
thing is due to the hard lot of those, who, after having spent
their youth in labor, seek to satisfy those noble aspirations of the
soul which animate the bosoms, alike of peasants and princes.

An excellent discipline appears to be maintained in this
school, particular attention being paid to the posture and de-
portment of the pupils. The exercises which took place in
presence of the committee, were conducted with great facility
by the principal and his assistants, and were calculated to test
the readiness and accuracy of the pupils. The same method is
practised in spelling as at Bridgewater, with the exception that
the slate and pencil are substituted in place of the blank book
and pen. The latter course is deemed preferable, because of
the means afforded thereby to measure the rate of improvement
that is made. The methods and means of teaching the other
branches are substantially the same as are adopted in the other
schools, which we have referred to in the previous pages of this
report, and the general appearance and management of it are
such as to reflect credit upon the principal.

In 1849, the plan of authorizing the Legislative Joint Com-
mittee on Education to visit the Normal Schools during the re-

cess of the Legislature, was adopted. The same committee for
the years 1850 and 1851, recommended its continuance, but in
the last year the plan was defeated in the House of Representa-
tives, and a committee of the Senate, composed of its own mem-
bers, upon the Committee on Education, and one other, was
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appointed to discharge the duty. It might, at first, appear that
the watchful care of the Board of Education, and the annual
visits of its committees, together with the general superintend-
ence of the Secretary of the Board, would be sufficient. So far
as the conduct and management of the schools are considered,
it undoubtedly would be, but these are State institutions. The
pupils of the Normal Schools are the pupils of the Common-
wealth, and the latter has an interest in animating them with a
consciousness, that, as such, they are distinguished above the
pupils of private institutions. They should be impressed with
the idea, that an admittance into one of these institutions is an
award for past acquisitions, and for meritorious services here-
after to be performed, and that, consequently, it is a public
mark of distinction and honor. In this way the privileges of
the institution will be enhanced in the public estimation, and
pupils will become rivals for its honors and advantages, as in
the case of the United States Military Academy at West Point.
To accomplish this—to render these schools so conspicuous and
attractive as to tempt the ambitious and aspiring to devote the
highest order of talent and ability to the profession of teaching
the youth of the country—the State must bestow upon them its
smiles, its approbation, and its constant regard. The govern-
ment of the United States selects, annually, from among the
most learned and distinguished men of the country, a committee
to visit its military school at West Point, and the government
of Massachusetts, which has founded and which sustains the
Normal Schools, should not turn its back upon them, but should
constantly stimulate, honor and encourage the pupils who at-
tend them, by those attentions, which, although apparently
formal, serve to awaken their sympathies and ambition, and
inspire them with the consciousness that they are not mere ob-
scure and isolated plodders at the desk, but a part of those noble
and beneficent institutions which have elevated and adorned thecharacter of our Commonwealth, and made her name famous
in nearly every country of the globe.

All which is respectfully submitted.
EDWARD L. KEYES,
WILLIAM HYDE,
GILES H. WHITNEY,

Committee.




