
SENATE....: No. 23.

To the Senate and House of Representatives of the Common-
wealth of Massachusetts in General Court assembled, the sub-
scribers, officers of the Massachusetts Board of Agriculture, beg
leave to submit the following Memorial:

At a late meeting of the board, the accompanying resolutions
expressive of the sense of the board on the importance of agri-
culture, and of the adoption of measures for its improvement,
were unanimously passed ; and they are now respectfully sub-
mitted by the undersigned as a part of their memorial, and in
accordance with the following vote :

Resolved, That the resolutions now under consideration be
adopted, and that the officers of the Board of Agriculture be
directed to present the same to the Legislature, and to urge such
action by that body as may be thought most expedient to carry
into practice the principles contained in said resolutions.

The general subject is one which has been often brought to
the consideration of the Legislature. For this reason, your
memorialists deem it unnecessary, at this time, to engage in its
elaborate discussion. 'They would particularly refer to the re-
port of the commissioners “ concerning an agricultural school,
and other subjects relative to the advancement of literature in
this Commonwealth,” which was made to the General Court in
the month of January, ot the last year, and printed among the
documents of the House of Representatives, No. 13. In this
document was embodied the report of the Rev. President Hitch-
cock, of Amherst College, who being in Europe in the summer
of 1851), was requested by the above-named commissioners, of
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whom he was himself one, to visit as many of the institutions
for agricultural education in Europe, as would enable him to
understand the system of instruction pursued in those schools,
and the mode of conducting and supporting them. The com-
missioners, in presenting to the Legislature last year the report
of President Hitchcock, expressed the opinion, that it embraced
an amount of information and research never before communi-
cated to the American people on the subjects referred to Your
memorialists concur in this estimate of the value of President
Hitchcock’s memoir, and they consider it as superseding the ne-
cessity of any elaborate argument, on their part, as to the ex-
pediency of extending public aid and patronage to agricultural
education.

Without entering upon any general views of the importance
of agriculture as the leading pursuit of the people, and of the
expediency of adopting some measures hitherto untried in this
Commonwealth to promote its cultivation, your memorialists
would respectfully ask the attention of the Legislature to the
two practical measures which have been proposed for this
end :

The first is the establishment of a Board or Department of
Agriculture, as a Government institution. Among the resolu-
tions above referred to, and appended to this memorial, is the

following: —

“ Resolved , That, inasmuch as agriculture is the chief oc-

cupation of her citizens, the Commonwealth, in the organization
of its government, should be provided with a department of

agriculture, with offices commensurate with the importance of

the duties to be discharged, of the abilities to be required, and
the labors to be performed.”

This subject engaged the attention of the last Legislature,
and a bill was reported from the joint committee of agriculture,
providing for the creation of a board of agriculture analogous

to the board of education. It was to consist of the governor and
lieutenant governor ex officio, and of members to be appointed
by the agricultural societies. It was to have power to employ
a secretary, and to prescribe his duties ; and its great object was

to pursue a course of measures in reference to the agriculture of

the Commonwealth, similar to that which has been pursued
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with such success by the board of education in reference to that
great interest.

Among these measures may be enumerated a visitation of the
county agricultural societies, and attendance on their annual
exhibitions; the establishment of an annual State exhibition to
be held successively in the different counties, with a distribution
of premiums under the authority of the board; a systematic
agricultural survey of the State once in ten years, with a view
to ascertain the progress of husbandry; a full register of agri-
cultural statistics for the Commonwealth; and the dissemina-
tion of information valuable to the farmer, together with the
formation of a State agricultural library.

It is believed that the organization of an agricultural board,
authorized by law, to adopt these and all other appropriate
measures to promote the improvement of agriculture, might, at
a very moderate expense, render great benefit to this important
interest.

The other measure above alluded to is a School for Agricul-
tural Education. As the principal object of President Hitch-
cock s report is the collection of information relative to institu-
tions for this purpose in Europe, your memorialists would
particularly ask the attention of the General Court to his state-
ments on this subject. It will appear from the facts therein set
forth, that these institutions have greatly abounded of late
years, and that they are most numerous in those countries
which have made the greatest progress in husbandry.

Your memorialists know no reason why such an institution
should not be as much wanted, and as beneficial in Massachu-
setts, as in any country of Europe. We possess a soil of that
medium fertility, which makes it necessary to come in aid of
nature, by all the resources of art and science. This circum-
stance gives peculiar importance to the dissemination of thatknowledge, which is necessary for the greatest possible enrich-
ment of the soil, the invention and improvement of implementsof husbandry, the choice and perfection of breeds of animals,the introduction of superior varieties in the vegetable kingdom’
and m a word the more productive management of a farm in all
its departments. For these purposes resort must be had directlyor indirectly to almost every department of knowledge; and



[Feb.DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE.

your memorialists know of no way by which that knowledge
can be attained but by a regular course of instruction.

If it is said that this knowledge can be got out of books by
individual and unaided inquiry, this is true to some extent, but
no more true of agricultural knowledge than knowledge of any
other description. Your memorialists are not aware that it is
any more easy to get a thorough knowledge of husbandry by
individual exertion and private study, than it is to acquire
in that way a competent knowledge of law, medicine or
divinity.

Again, your memorialists are sensible that there is a pretty
general prejudice against what is called “book farming,” and a
preference as general for a practical knowledge of the subject.
But there is, your memorialists conceive, no opposition between
them. If there were, the objection would hold, not so much
against institutions for agricultural education, as against the re-
sort to books for private instruction in husbandry. An agricul-
tural school would be provided with an experimental farm
where all the processes of husbandry would be performed;
with collections where specimens of all the substances useful in
farming would be exhibited ; and it would be provided with a
teacher or teachers practically versed in the art, and able to
give instruction not only in the lecture-room, but on the field.
The proposition that practical knowledge is more useful to the
farmer than book knowledge, certainly furnishes no argument
against such an institution. It is one of the most effectual
agents for imparting practical knowledge.

Mere book knowledge, if there is any such thing, that is,
knowledge derived from meditation, without any experimental
acquaintance with facts, must of course be too general to be of
value. But knowledge derived from experience does not cease
to be valuable because it is recorded in a book. On the con-
trary, it is in this way that the knowledge of one man becomes
available to other men. In institutions for education, however,
still a further step is taken. The learner is guided in the choice
of books; and the instructions of the dead letter are rendered
more impressive by the living voice.

Practical knowledge is got in various ways; from personal
observation and experience,—from the study of books, and from
the instruction of others. In whatever way it is got, it is better
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than ignorance. Your memorialists are persuaded that a good
foundation in useful science, especially of chemistry, is the best
foundation for the enlightened and profitable practice of the art
of husbandry.

Your memorialists do not feel it necessary, on this occasion,
to dwell at length on the details of such an institution for agri-
cultural education as it may be proper to establish. These de-
tails may be properly left to the wisdom and discretion of those
who may compose the board of agriculture, should the Legisla-
ture think it expedient to establish such a board. The most
important point is to lay the foundation, and to leave the devel-
opment to time and experience. It may only be observed that
provision for instruction by lectures, and the use of the best
text books on the one hand, and for practice in an experimental
farm on the other, seem to be the two great features of an insti-
tution for agricultural education.

For further views relative to the foundation and endowment
of such an institution, your memorialists respectfully refer to
the report of the commissioners above alluded to.

MARSHALL P. WILDER, President,

HENRY W. CUSHMAN,
JOHN W. LINCOLN,

Vice Presidents.
EDWARD EVERETT,
JOHN W. PROCTOR.
J. H. W. PAGE,
WM. C. FOWLER,
BENJ. V. FRENCH,

Executive Committee.
Allen W. Dodge, Cor. Secretary.
Ed. K. Whitaker, Rec. Secretary.

February 4, 1852.
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The undersigned, in behalf of the Committee to whom was
referred the subject of agricultural education, submits the fol-
lowing preamble and resolves, as expressing the views of said
committee.

Whereas , Agriculture embraces within itself the elements of
individual and national wealth and power; and whereas, this
most important department of science has been in a great meas-
ure overlooked and neglected, while other branches have re-
ceived the attention of the Legislature ; therefore be it

Resolved , That agriculture is paramount to all other interests
of society, and should be considered an object of special regard
and patronage both by the government and by the people; and
that whether acting as individuals or representatives, the citi-
zens of this Commonwealth are bound to encourage and sustain
every laudable effort for the advancement of this great depart-
ment of human industry.

Resolved, That while this board gratefully acknowledge the
pecuniary aid hitherto afforded by the Commonwealth to local
agricultural societies, yet, in the judgment of the board, it is be-
lieved that neither these, or any other means, now in operation,
are sufficient for the full development of the agricultural re-
sources of the State, or the continued and permanent improve-
ment of this time-honored art.

Resolved, That the necessity for additional State patronage
appears from the low condition and slow progress of agricul-
ture, when compared with the thrift, industry and intelligence
so conspicuous in almost all other departments of labor; espe-
cially does this necessity appear, from the rapid increase of pop-
ulation and the decrease of agricultural products in the State,

JWassatijnsetts Eoavtr of
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and from the large quantities of produce brought annually into
Massachusetts from the Southern and Western States, much of
which, by a proper knowledge of the constituents of soils, crops,
and manures, and their proper adaptation to each other, might
be raised by our farmers in sufficient quantity for home con-
sumption, and at a profit which would enable them to maintain
successful competition with cultivators in the more naturally
fertile regions of the West.

Resolved, That the necessity for this improvement is appar-
ent from the report of the Valuation Committee to the last Leg-
islature, and by which it will be seen, that although there have
been added to the lands under improvement, since 1840, more
than three hundred thousand acres, and although the upland
and other mowing lands have been increased more than ninety
thousand acres, or nearly fifteen per cent., yet the hay crops
have increased only about three per cent., showing a relative
depreciation of twelve per cent.; and although the tillage lands
have been increased more thanforty thousand acres in the same
period, yet there has been no increase in the grain crops, but an
absolute depreciation of more than six hundred thousandbushels ;
and although the pasturage of lands have been increased more
than one hundred thousand acres, yet there has been scarcely
any augmentation of neat cattle, while, in sheep, there has been
a reduction of more than one hundred and sixty thousand , and
in swine of more than seventeen thousand

Resolved, 1 hat to prevent a further depreciation in the greatinterest of agriculture, and to raise this most important pursuit
to that point of perfection which has been attained by mostother arts, a knowledge of the nutu at sciences is ind/sjnnsuhle ;for if there are scientific principles on which successful cultiva-bon depends, then no effort can be well directed unless it isfounded on these principles.

Resolved, That Massachusetts, by an enlightened policy and
wise legislation, has rendered her system of education worthyother exalted reputation, and that this board most earnestlydesire her to complete that system, by providing kindred msti-

°"S (or llle sc, oiitific education oi the laimer, upon whom isevied so large a share of he taxes bn ,!„• n pport ol eovern-inental and philanthropic objects.
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Resolved, That it is the duty, as well as the interest of the
State, to aid in furnishing the means for such an education,
and that for the want of this education, millions of dollars and
a vast amount of time, energy, and money, are annually lost to
the Commonwealth by the misapplication of labor and capital
in husbandry; and resolved, further, that this loss is mainly to
be attributed to the want of a proper system for the acquisition
and diffusion of correct information, as to the most approved
arts of cultivation, and the best means of perfecting this unfail-
ing source of independence and happiness.

Resolved, That a thorough systematic course of education is
as necessary to prepare the cultivator of the soil for preemi-
nence in his calling, as to secure excellence in any of the schools
of science or art; that this necessity is universally acknowl-
edged when applied to other pursuits, and that the yeomanry of
Massachusetts have a right to claim from the Government the
same fostering aid which is extended to other great interests of
the community.

Resolved, That inasmuch as agriculture is the chief occupa-
tion of her citizens, the Commonwealth, in the organization of
its government, should be provided with a Department of Agri-
culture, with offices commensurate with the importance of the
duties to be discharged, of the abilities to be required, and of
the labors to be performed.

Resolved, That while this board would respectfully refer to
the wisdom of the Legislature the maturing of a system by
which the wants of agriculturists shall be supplied, and thereby
the prosperity and wealth of the people of the State increased,
they most earnestly invite the attention of legislators to the sev-
eral plans and recommendations submitted by the commission-
ers concerning agricultural schools to the last General Court,
showing the advantages of such institutions in other lands, and
indicating the feasibility and practicability of similar estab-
lishments in our own country.

Resolved, That this board respectfully suggests to the Legis-
lature the propriety and expediency of reserving a portion of
the proceeds of the sales of public lands of the Commonwealth,
in accordance with the recommendation of said commissioners,
and with a view to extend that aid to a system for the promo-
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tion of agricultural science, which the importance of the sub-
ject so imperatively demands.

Resolved, That Massachusetts has always taken a leading
part in most of the great enterprises which mark the progress of
society; that she is worthy of the high character she has
secured, by the endowment of institutions for the diffusion of
useful knowledge among the people, and that by the adoption of
efficient measures for the professional education of her farmers
and the better development of her agricultural resources, she
will add another wreath to her renown, for the elevation of her
sons and the advancement of the best interests of society.

All of which is respectfully submitted,

MARSHALL P. WILDER, Chairman.
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