
SENATE....:No. 44.

The Committee on MercantileAffairs and Insurance, to whom
was referred the petition of the Boston Wharf Company, for a
confirmation of the act of 1845, granting to said company cer-
tain flats in front of their land and flats, after attentively hear-
ing the petitioners and the remonstrants, and a careful exami-
nation of the subject, have been unable to find any cause why
the prayer of the petition should not be granted.

The grant as originally made, differs not in any respect from
other grants of fiats to riparian proprietors, by legislative acts.
Similar grants have frequently been made in various harbors of
the Commonwealth, and especially, and much more extensively
than elsewhere, in the harbor of Boston.

In regard to the effect of the structure on the harbor, the
committee have the testimony of persons long familiar with
these flats and the adjacent channels, pilots and others, that
thus far no injury has resulted from the work, and their opinion
that no injury is likely to result from it when completed, to the
extent proposed to be authorized by the bill submitted herewith.
Several boards of commissioners who have given particular at-
tention to this part of the harbor, have contemplated lire occu-
pation of these flats for commercial purposes, whenever the in-
crease of business shall create a necessity for such occupation.
They have been desirous that the control of them should rc-
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main with the Legislature, until judicious plans for their im-
provement shall be matured. With such control so far as it is
desirable, and such occupation, the committee believe the pro-
visions of the present bill are entirely consistent. The direction
they have proposed for the northeasterly line of the wharf, re-
moves an objection to confirming the grant, which heretofore
has been deemed of great force. It has been supposed that this
line, as described in former acts, might be so extended as to in-
clude flats considerably beyond the original intent of those acts,
and thus to embarrass the action of the Legislature in disposing
of the remaining flats, conformably to a general plan of im-
provement in this part of the harbor, whenever the commercial
needs of the metropolis shall seem to require their appropriation
to such use. This line is now precisely defined, and at its
•easterly extremity is considerably within the lines of former
grants. To compensate for the surrender of a portion of flats,
near the easterly line of their wharf, the control of which, for
the present, in the opinion of the committee, should remain
with the Legislature, it is proposed to extend the grant on Fore
Point Channel one hundred feet below the point named in the
act of 1845. This extension, in view of the change in the direc-
tion of the northeastly line of the wharf, is demanded by equi-
table considerations, and by a just regard to the pledged faith
of the Commonwealth.

Influenced by these views, the committee have unanimously
directed the accompanying bill to be reported, which they be-
lieve, if it shall become a law, will vindicate the public faith,
do substantial justice to the Wharf Company, and infringe no
individual rights.

GEORGE H. KUHN, Chairman
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AN ACT

Concerning the Boston Wharf Company.

BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :

1 Sect. 1. The Boston Wharf Company are hereb)
2 authorized to extend and maintain their wharf, in
3 that part of Boston, commonly called South Boston,
4 as follows, to wit.: on the westerly side thereof, by
5 the line established by an act entitled “ an act con-
-6 cerning the harbor of Boston,” passed on the seven-
i teenth day of March, one thousand eight hundred

8 and forty, running from the southerly angle of the
9 above mentioned line to a point in said line, fifteen

10 hundred feet northerly from said angle; thence in a
11 line in a southeasterly direction, parallel to the line
12 of the westerly part of the street, called Broadway, to
13 the easterly line of their flats; and shall have theU right to lay vessels at the end and sides of said15 wharf, and receive wharfage and dockage therefor •

16 provided, that said company, before so extending
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17 their wharf, shall release to the Commonwealth all
18 right and title, which they may have acquired under
19 former legislative acts, to land or flats lying outside
20 of said line, extending in a southeasterly direction
21 from the point above named: provided , also, that
22 this grant shall not be construed to extend to any
23 land or flats of this Commonwealth, lying in front of
24 land or flats other than those belonging to said cora-
-25 pany, or which would be comprehended by the true
26 lines of such other land or flats, extended northerly
27 as far as the point to which said company are hereby
28 authorized to extend their wharf; and provided, fur-
-29 ther, that this grant shall not impair the legal rights
30 of any person.

1 Sect. 2. This act shall not take effect, unless it
2 shall be accepted by said company within sixty days
3 from the date of its passage.


