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In S e n a t e , March 4, 1852.

The Joint Committee on Mercantile Affairs and Insurance, 
to which was committed the Petition of the City of Charles
town and others, praying for leave to improve Flats in Mystic 
River, and several Remonstrances against said Petition, report 
the accompanying Bill.

GEO. H. KUHN, Chairman.
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<£ommoutocaïtï) of itfassartjuscttii.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-
. Two.

AN ACT
To authorize the City of Charlestown and others to fill 

up certain Flats in Mystic River.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House o f Representa
tives in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows :

1 Sect. 1. The City of Charlestown and such others,
2 proprietors of lands and flats situated in Charles-
3 town, bounding on the southerly side of Mystic
4 River, between Johnson's W harf and Chelsea Bridge,
5 as shall vote to accept this Act, at a meeting called 
(i for that purpose, are hereby authorized to enclose by
7 a good and sufficient sea-wall, and to fill up a portion
8 of the flats lying between the north or main channel, 
i) and the south channel in said river, and bounded by

10 the following described lines, namely:
11 Beginning at the easterly angle of Tuft’s mill-pond,
12 and running south-easterly in a straight line to a
13 point in the north-westerly side of Chelsea Bridge,
14 seven hundred feet northerly from the northerly side
15 of the south draw in said bridge; thence to the 
1(5 channel in a circular curve of one thousand feet
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17 radius, which, being continued, would pass through
18 a point two hundred feet west of the most easterly
19 angle in the northerly timber dock in the Navy Yard
20 of the United States; thence in a straight line to a
21 point on the northerly side of the south channel, in
22 the line of the north-westerly side of Elm Street,
23 produced north-easterly, and five hundred feet from
24 the north-easterly side of Medford Street; provided,
25 that before any structure hereby authorized shall be
26 commenced, the regulation and control of all flats,
27 the property of individuals and corporations, lying
28 between said north channel and the first described
29 line, and two hundred feet distant therefrom, shall be
30 surrendered to the Commonwealth.

1 Sect. 2. Said proprietors shall be required to
2 keep open to its present depths the said south chan-
3 nel, from the point of termination at said Elm Street,
4 to the main channel, near the easterly angle of the
5 aforesaid timber dock at the easterly corner of the
6 Navy Yard.

1 Sect. 3. Said proprietors shall widen the north
2 channel, by excavating the mud from the southerly
3 side thereof, to the depth of the present channel, to
4 a straight line drawn from a point thirteen hundred
5 feet from Medford Street, opposite W ebster Street, to
6 a point in Chelsea Bridge, four hundred feet southerly
7 from the north draw in said bridge, and thence in a
8 curve corresponding to the curve before mentioned,
9 to the channel below Chelsea Bridge, and shall keep

10 the said excavations at that depth, and shall remove
11 the whole of the shoal in the middle of said channel,
12 opposite Chelsea Creek, to the general depth of the
13 channel, and keep the same clear for the convenience
14 of navigation; and, if, in consequence of this widen-
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ing of the channel, there shall be any shoaling of the 
same on the northerly side of said river, in front of 
the wharves belonging to the United States, said pro
prietors shall restore the channel in that part to its 
original depth.

Sect. 4. Said proprietors shall excavate, to the 
depth of four feet, and keep so excavated, the re
maining flats between said north channel and a line 
parallel to the north-easterly boundary of the enclos
ure hereby authorized, and two hundred feet distant 
therefrom, and they shall have the right to extend and 
maintain pile wharves on the northerly side of said 
enclosure, to a distance of two hundred feet there
from: provided, no such wharves shall extend into 
the channel ; and may lay vessels at the end of these 
wharves, and receive wharfage and dockage therefrom.

Sect. 5. Said proprietors shall fill the portion of 
flats hereby authorized to be enclosed, to the depth 
of eight feet above mean low water mark, with said 
flats to be excavated as aforesaid, and with the ma
terial taken from the flats or marsh on the margin of 
said river, above these improvements, all between 
high and low water mark, in places to be approved by 
a commissioner or commissioners to be appointed 
by the Governor ; and the whole of the work author
ized and required by this Act, shall be done under 
the supervision and to the satisfaction of said com
missioner or commissioners, who shall be paid for his 
or their services by said proprietors. And the said 
proprietors shall keep up and maintain the excava
tions so made above these improvements.

Sect. 6. For the purposes aforesaid, said proprie
tors are hereby made a corporation, by the name ot
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0 the M} stic Rii er Corporation, and for tliis purpose
4 shall have all the powers and privileges, and be sub-
5 ject to all the duties, liabilities, and restrictions set
6 forth in the forty-fourth chapter of the Revised
7 Statutes.

1 Sect. 7. Said Corporation may hold real and per-
2 sonal estate for the purpose aforesaid, and their
3 v hole capital stock shall not exceed two hundred
4 thousand dollars : provided, that no shares in said
5 capital stock shall be issued for a less sum or amount
6 to be paid in on each, than the par value of the shares
7 first issued.

1 Sect. 8. This Act shall be void, unless the struct-
2 ure and excavations above described shall be com-
3 menced within three years, and completed within
4 eight years, from and after its passage.
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APPENDIX.

A M E N D M E  N T

Proposed to the B ill to authorize the City of Charlestown and 
others to fill up certain Flats in Mystic River, by Mr. W ar
ren, of Suffolk:

1 Sect. 8. Amend by adding, and “ unless said Cor-
2 poration shall, within the period last mentioned, give
3 security to the Commonwealth, to be approved by the
4 Attorney General, sufficient to insure the mainte-
5 nance, by said Corporation, of the excavations re-
6 quired by the third, fourth, and fifth sections of this 
I Act, to the extent therein described.”




