
SENATE....:.No. 52.

RESOLVES

Concerning the Public Lands of the United States.

Resolved
,

That the Public Lands of the Federal Govern-
ment, having been obtained by cessions from individual States
to the United States, and by compact, purchase, annexation,
and conquest, are, by the terms of the cessions aforesaid, and
by the nature of the said compacts, purchases, annexations,
and conquests, the joint and common property of all the States
of the Union, held in trust by the Federal Government as a
common fund for the use and benefit of all the said States,
and should be faithfully and bona fide disposed of for that pur-
pose and for no other use or purpose whatever.

Resolved, That while the Legislature accords its approbation
to the policy which has been adopted, of liberal grants to the
land States for the purposes of education and internal improve-
ment, it claims for Massachusetts her just and rightful share of
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the domain purchased hy the blood of her sons on the battle-
fields of the revolution, and by the money of the common trea-
sury of the Federal Government.

Resolved, That in consideration of the liberal grants made
to the new States, at the time, and since their admission into
the Union, and of the numerous and urgent petitions now
before Congress from the same quarter, for further appropria-
tions for purposes of education and internal improvement, that
our Senators and Representatives in Congress be requested to
urge upon that body the propriety of granting to each and
every State in the Union a portion of the public domain, equi-
valent to an average of five hundred thousand, or one million
acres to each State, apportioned according to their respective
populations, and with a just regard to donations heretofore
made.

Resolved, That His Excellency, the Governor, be requested
to forward a copy of these resolutions to each of the Senators
and Representatives in Congress from the State of Massachu-
setts, with a request that they be laid before that body.


