
SENATE.... No. 69.

The Committee on Public Charitable Institutions, to whom
was referred the petition of the trustees of the “ Massachu-
setts Humane Society,” asking for aid in preserving life-
boats and life-saving apparatus,

This application comes from one of the oldest charitable
institutions in the Commonwealth. It was organized in 1787,
and incorporated in 1791. Its charter declares the end and
design of the institution of the Society to be “for the recov-
ery of persons who meet with such accidents as produce in
them the appearance of death, and for promoting the cause of
humanity by pursuing such means from time to time as shall
have for their object the preservation of human life and the
alleviation of its miseries.” From the period of its incorpo-
ration to the present time the Society has faithfully, intelli-
gently, and discriminately applied its means in furtherance of
the objects of its institution. Its affairs have been uniformly
managed by men of character, who have rendered their ser-
vices without the slightest pecuniary compensation, and who
have had no other interest in its successful operation than that
which is shared by every charitable and philanthropic member
°f the community.
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All the means of the Society have been derived from the
gifts of individuals. In the earlier stages of its existence, it
contributed to charitable objects of various descriptions, and
by its timely aid often gave an impulse to other institutions
which have since grown into greater notoriety than itself. In
later years, when our public charities have become more sys-
tematized, as well as more extensive, and have become more
efficient from a proper distribution of their objects, the Hu-
mane Society have applied the limited income within their
control principally to the rewarding of “ signal exertions in
saving human life not those which common humanity
demands,—but such as are coupled with personal exposure and
danger.”

It has been “a favorite and highly important object of the
Society to provide Life-Boats as among the surest means of
preserving human life in its most exposed and threatening po-
sitions—alike valuable to them who are in peril and to them
who are willing to attempt their rescue.” They have accord-
ingly contributed liberally from their funds to this object, and
by this means and by the aid of the State and National gov-
ernments there are now about forty such boats stationed on
various parts of our coast, from Ipswich to the western extrem-
ity of the Elizabeth Islands, provided with life-saving appa-
ratus, in the care of proper persons appointed by the Society,
to whose general supervision Congress and our own Legisla-
ture have committed this important trust. The event has well
justified the wise foresight of the Society and the liberal spirit
in which grants have been made to promote their charitable
object. Not a year passes without bearing witness to the
usefulness of this means of saving human life. Hundreds
owe their escape from a terrible death to the humane provis-
ion thus made for their rescue. The Committee do not think
it worth while to go into a detail of such cases, though they
have the means of doing so from the evidence exhibited to
them.

These boats, of course, are exposed to, and suffer damage
in rescuing shipwrecked mariners, and from the action of heat
and cold. The preservation and renewal of the life-saving
apparatus attached to them also requires an annual expenditure,
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and the Society have no disposable means adequate to these
demands. They now ask of the Legislature an appropriation
of the sum of twenty-five hundred dollars for these purposes,
and the Committee, being without any doubt that it will be
judiciously expended for a most laudable object of general
public interest under the direction of high-minded and expe-
rienced men, to whom the community are largely indebted for
the wise administration of their charity, unanimously recom-
mend that the prayer of the petition be granted.

The Committee have gone somewhat into detail upon this
subject, not because they supposed it necessary to do so in
order to secure the favorable action of the Legislature upon
this petition from a Society whose general objects and history
are so familiar to the community, but because they think it
well that the public should fully and exactly understand how
the large sums which are annually contributed by them to the
various charities in the Commonwealth are applied. It would
be unfortunate if an impression should prevail that these
grants are carelessly or indiscriminately made; and the surest
means of preserving the universal feeling which now exists in
the State in favor of our present policy upon this subject is to
show in each case that no money is wasted on visionary pro-
jects, but that all that is given is certain to be usefully, hu-
manely and wisely applied.

The Committee report the accompanying Resolve.

For the Committee,
C. 11. WARREN.
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RESOLVE

Upon the Petition of the Trustees of the Massachusetts Hu-
mane Society.

Resolved, That there be allowed and paid out of the treas-
ury of the Commonwealth to the trustees of the Massachu-
setts Humane Society the sum of twenty-five hundred dollars,
for the purpose of repairing and preserving the life-boats now
stationed on various parts of the sea-coast within this Com-
monwealth, and the life-saving apparatus attached thereto, and
that a warrant be drawn therefor. And that the said trustees
be requested to report to the Governor and Council the manner
in which said sum shall have been expended.

Commontocaltlj of iitaseadjusms.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-Two,


