
SENATE.... No. 71.

The Joint Committee on Mercantile Affairs and Insurance
to which was committed the petition of J. P. Lund and others,
John Bunker and others, and Obed Nye and others, praying for
a charter for a bridge over Acushnet river, and also the re-
monstrance of the proprietors of the New Bedford Bridge
against the prayer of said petitioners, report the accompany-
ing bill.

C. A. CHURCH, for the Committee.

£ommonUicaft!j of

In Senate, March 24, 1852.
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AN ACT
To Incorporate tire Proprietors of the Acushnet Bridge.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives in General Court assembled , and by the authority of
the same,

as follows:

1 Sect. 1. Jonathan P. Lund, llodney French,
2 Thomas Bennette, their associates and successors, are
3 hereby made a corporation by the name of the Acush-
-4 net Bridge Corporation, with all the powers and privi-
-5 leges, and subject to all the duties, restrictions, and
6 liabilities, set forth in the forty-fourth chapter of the
7 Revised Statutes.

1 Sect. 2. Said corporation are hereby authorized
2 and empowered to erect a bridge over Acushnet
3 River, commencing at some point between Railroad
4 wharf and Belville wharf, on the west side of said

CoiuwomuralH) of iHassartjitsfUs.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-
Two.
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5 river, in the city of New Bedford; thence crossing
6 the river to the most convenient point on the east side
7of said river, in the town of Fairhaven. Said bridge
8 shall be twenty-eight feet wide, and shall be built of
9 suitable materials with sufficient rails on each side

10 for the protection of passengers, and in such manner
11 as the corporation may determine upon; except such
12 parts of it as may be over water more than ten feet
13 deep at ordinary high water, which portion shall be
14 built upon piles; and the whole shall be kept in good
15 repair at all times: provided , however , that nothing
16 contained in the preceding clause shall prevent the
17 construction of such piers or abutments of stone or
18 other materials, and of such suitable dimensions as
19 shall be deemed necessary for the permanence and
20 security of the draw hereinafter provided for. And
21 said draw shall be widened at the expense of said
22 corporation, whenever the Legislature shall direct.

1 Sect. 3. There shall be a convenient draw in said
2 bridge over the channel of said river, not less than
3 forty feet in width, for the passing of vessels; and
4 the said corporation shall constantly keep some suita-
-5 able person or persons at said bridge, who shall open
6 said draw for any vessel that may be passing up or
7 down said river, free of expense to the owners thereof;
8 and if the person or persons whose duty it shall be
9 to open said draw7 for the passage of vessels, shall

10 unreasonably neglect or refuse to do so, the corpora-
H tion shall for every such neglect or refusal, be liable
12 to a fine of ten dollars, for the benefit of the person
13 or persons damaged by such delay, to be recovered in
14 any court of competent jurisdiction to try the same ;

15 and said bridge shall not be less than twenty feet
16 wide at the draw.
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1 Sect. 4. A toll is hereby granted and established
2 for the benefit of said corporation, according to the
3 following rates, to wit: for each foot passenger, one
4 cent; for each foot passenger with wheelbarrow or
5 hand-cart, two cents; for each horse and rider, five
6 cents; for all carriages with one horse, ten cents, and
7 three cents extra for each additional horse; for loaded
8 teams with one horse, twelve cents, and for each ad-
-9 ditional horse, five cents extra; for loaded teams

10 drawn by one pair of oxen, fifteen cents, and for each
11 additional pair, five cents extra; for each horse with-
-12 out a rider and for neat cattle, two cents each; for
13 sheep and swine, one cent each; for all carriages un-
-14 attached to any animal, five cents; and one person
15 and no more shall be allowed to each team, as a driver,
16 to pass free of toll; said toll shall commence on the
17 day of the opening of said bridge and shall continue
18 for fifty years, unless as hereinafter provided for; and
19 at the place of receiving said tolls there shall be con-
-20 stantly exposed to view a sign-board, with the rates of
21 toll fairly and legibly painted thereon.

1 Sect. 5. Said corporation is hereby authorized
2 and empowered to take and hold real estate in the
3 city of New Bedford and in the town of Fairhaven,
4 needful for the constructing and maintaining of said
5 bridge and opening and establishing the necessary
6 communications with the streets, highways, and pub-
-7 lie avenues of said city and town respectively; and
8 said corporation shall be holden to make compensa-
-9 tion to any person whose real estate shall be taken

10 for the uses aforesaid ; and if there shall be a differ-
-11 ence of opinion as to the value of the same, either of
12 the said party may apply to the county commissioners
13 of the county of Bristol; whereupon the same pro-
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14 ceedings shall be had in respect of damages, costs,
15 and trial by jury as arc provided for by the twenty-
-16 fourth chapter of the Revised Statutes, concerning
17 town-ways and private-ways.

1 Sect. 6. Whenever the receipts of toll or income
2 of said bridge shall have amounted to a sum sufficient
3 to defray the expenses of building, repairing, and sus-
-4 taining the same, and paying the interest of eight
5 per cent, on the first cost, the said bridge shall revert
6 to the Commonwealth.

1 Sect. 7. If the said bridge shall not be completed
2 and open for travel in six years from the passage of
3 this act, then this act shall be void.

1 Sect. 8. The capital stock of said corporation
2 shall be fifteen thousand dollars, provided, that no
3 shares in said capital stock shall be issued for a less
4 sum to be paid in on each, than the par value of the
5 shares first issued.




