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The Joint Committee on the Militia, to whom was committed
the Message of His Excellency the Governor, covering
certain Resolutions relative to Old Soldiers, passed by the
General Assembly of Pennsylvania, together with the Pro-
ceedings of the National Convention of the Soldiers of the
War of 1851, having considered the subject thus committed
to them,

That by the documents accompanying the governor’s mes-
sage, it appears that on the 9th of January last, a Convention
of delegates of the officers and soldiers of the war of 1812,
was holden at Independence Hall, in the city of Philadelphia,
for the purpose of taking measures to secure to those officers
and soldiers, a grant of lands from the United States, in the
same manner as has been heretofore extended to the soldiers of
the Mexican war.

It appears that the Convention was composed of a large
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number of delegates from different States of the Union, and
was organized by the choice of the Hon. Joel B. Sutherland,
of Pennsylvania, as president.

As the objects of that Convention, and the wishes of the
soldiers of the war of 1812, are fully expressed in the resolu-
tions unanimously adopted by that Convention, the committee
have deemed it advisable to annex a copy of those resolutions
to this report, in order to a full understanding of the subject.

In compliance with the last of said resolutions, the proceed-
ings of that Convention were transmitted to the governor of
each of the several States, and since that time the General As-
sembly of Pennsylvania have taken action upon the subject,
and their proceedings have been transmitted to the governor
of Massachusetts, and are hereto annexed.

RESOLUTIONS

Adopted by a Convention of Delegates of Officers and Sol-
diers of the War of 1812, holden at Independence Hall, in
the City of Philadelphia, January 9th, 1854.

Resolved, That the government of the United States should
be just before it is generous; and that in our judgment, it will
be time enough for congress after it has given its bounty to
those who served theircountry, to go in search of newrecipients
of its favor.

Resolved, That if congress had given the defenders of
their country, in the war of 1812, forty acres of land, when
their service was performed forty years ago, that grant would
have been much more valuable than the grant of one hundred
and sixty acres, now asked for by those who still remain of that
gallant band, or their widows and children.

Resolved, That inasmuch as the marines have received one
hundred and sixty acres of land, under the bounty laws, each
of the sailors who fought by the side of the marines in the
same battles, is entitled to a similar amount of land; and that
congress be requested to alter the Bounty Law Act, so as to
provide, alike for those who served on water and those who
served on land.
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Resolved, That it be recommended to congress, to grant
one hundred and sixty acres of land, to those who were con-
fined in the loathsome Dartmoor, and other foreign prisons
during the war of 1812; and in case of their death, that their
widows shall receive the said land; and where there is no
widow, that the bounty shall go to the surviving children.

Resolved, That it also be asked of congress, to give one
hundred and sixty acres of land to the few remaining men, and
the widows and children of such as are dead, who were
prisoners at Tripoli, and who were made to work daily as
beasts of burden, under the brutal lash of their task-masters
for two whole years.

Resolved, That in fixing upon the time and place for the
assembling of this Convention, composed, as it is, of the de-
fenders of their country, who served in the Second War of
Independence, we believe the anniversary of the battle of New
Orleans to be the most appropriate time, and the Hall of Inde-
pendence an eminently judicious place.

Resolved, That with feelings of the deepest regret, we lament
on the present occasion, the absence of the many gallant de-
fenders of our common country, who have gone to their last
account, and to whom essentially belongs the distinguished
merit of having nobly sustained the nation’s honor on the sea,
the lakes, and the land, in the war of 1812, second only to the
war of the Revolution.

Resolved, That we who still linger on the shores of time
and who are assembled here in the memorable Hall of Inde-
pendence, extend to each other the right hand of fellowship,
and trust that from this hour onward, till the close of our
existence, as brothers in arms, we will maintain a firm and
cordial intercourse with each other, and in so doing that wc will
never overlook nor forget the aged, infirm, and poor widows of
our brave associates in arms.

Resolved, That as many of the officers and soldiers of the
war of 1812, and their widows, are old and in destitute cir-
cumstances, congress be requested, at its present session, to
extend the benefits of the same pension system, that the sol-
diers and widows of the war of the Revolution have so lons'
enjoyed, to the soldiers and widows of the Second War of
Independence; and that the thanks of this Convention be
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tendered to the Hon. John Wentworth, of Illinois, for his early
movement in the present session of congress, to effect this
desirable and patriotic object.

Resolved, That we tender our special thanks to the Hon.
Mr. Hamlin, of the United States Senate, who, at the last
session of congress, gave such efficient support to the pension
claims of the soldiers and widows of the war of 1812; and
that it be recommended to congress, so to modify the pension
laws, that in granting invalid pensions, the pensions shall com-
mence or date, at the time the wounds may have been received,
or the disability incurred, while in the line of duty in the ser-
vice of the United States.

Resolved, That meeting, as we do, upon the same ground
where our great fathers signed, and sent forth their Declaration
of Independence, and remembering that we have descended
from the revolutionary stock that assisted in winning the free-
dom of America from British vassalage, we claim to have
done no more than the nation had a right to expect at our hands,
by going forth to battle against Old England, that attempted
so soon to bring us back to foreign subjugation, from which our
gallant fathers had so recently emancipated us.

Resolved, That with the view of doing full justice to the
vast interests we represent, and of understanding the condition
of our friends in every portion of the Union, it is respectfully
recommended to the soldiers of the war of 1812, to form a
society in each of the States of the Republic; and the Bth of
January be set apart as the day of annual meeting.

Resolved, That we look back with much pleasure upon a
contest with the mistress of the ocean, as she vauntingly
called herself, with her boastful motto :—■

“The winds and waves are Britain's wide domain,
And not a sail but by permission spreads.”

When we recall to mind the speech of a member of the British
Parliament, upon the capture oftwo British ships, the Guerriere
and Macedonian, made in the early part of the war,—he
says, that “ indignation was a wholesome feeling, which ought
to be cherished and maintained. It cannot be too deeply felt,
that the sacred spell of invincibility of the British navy, was
broken by those unfortunate captures. And however we must
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all wish the war to terminate, I hope I shall not be considered
as sanguinary and unfeeling, when I express my devout wishes,
that it may not be concluded before we have reestablished the
character of our naval superiority, and smothered in victories,
the disasters which we have now to lament, and to which we
are so little habituated.”

Resolved,
That while we take a retrospect of the valor and

daring of our navy, we can look with feelings of exultation
and pride upon the splendid battles fought by our soldiers on
land. Towards the close of the war, on the shores of the
lakes, Brown, Pike, Scott, Macomb, Jessup, Miller, Croghan,
McNeill, Harrison, Towson, Cass, Wool, Taylor, and a host
of others, won undying fame; while in the south-west, Jack-
son, Coffee, Carroll, Butler, Armstrong, and their companions
in arms, covered themselves with laurels. Nor can we forget
with what high pleasure we received the intelligence of the
manly and successful resistance of a sister city, against an
assault made by an incendiary army, that like Goths and Van-
dals plundered the presidential mansion, and then destroyed
it; burned the national archives of great value, and would,
doubtless, have committed acts of equal atrocity upon the city
they were then approaching, if its brave soldiers had not slain
their leader in his march, and driven back his troops for shelter
to their ships. So overwhelming were the victories of our
war, that it has preserved peace even until now. It was in
very deed a Second War of Independence. Is it, therefore,
asking too much, that those who participated in it, should be
properly cared for by the Republic.

Resolved, That as the persons who performed military duty
in the war of 1812, and Indian wars, or the widows and heirs
of those who are dead, are scattered over all parts of the Union,
a grant to them will reach almost every family in the Nation;
children and grandchildren will be interested in such bounty
of government; consequently, such a provision could not fail
to be as popular with the whole country as any act that could
be passed by our national legislature.

Resolved, That Congress ought to place the soldiers of the
war of 1812 upon the same footing with those who served in
Mexico, by considering them in service until paid off.,■ as was
the case with the volunteers who returned from Mexico, who
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were not deemed out of service till they received theirpay from
the general government.

Resolved, That we specially thank the representatives of
the different legislatures who have forwarded their resolutions
of approval in favor of the grant of one hundred and sixty
acres of land by the national legislature.

Resolved, That the thanks of the meeting be tendered to
the lion. John Wilson, commissioner of the land office, for
his recommendation to congress to grant all who were in any
of our wars one hundred and sixty acres of land.

Resolved, That the members of this Convention feel them-
selves under deep obligations to the Hon. Richard Brodhead,
Hon. Thomas B. Florence, and the Senators and Representa-
tives of the United States, who have been active supporters of
the interests of the defenders of our country, and trust that the
petition of this Convention will be granted at an early day in
the present session of congress.

Resolved, That our kindest expressions of regard be ten-
dered to those vigilant and untiring advocates of right and
justice, the editors of the public press, who have so ably and
efficiently sustained our cause, and who are still in the field in
maintenance of the claims of the old soldiers, or the widowed
partners of the bosoms of such as have gone down to their
graves.

Resolved, That printed copies of these proceedings be trans-
mitted to Gen. Franklin Pierce, President of the United States,
to the presiding officers of the two Houses of Congress, and
to the Governors of the several States, with a request that
they will submit the same to their respective Legislatures.

Your committee fully sympathize in the movement of the
gallant soldiers of 1812, and most sincerely trust that the con-
gress of the United States will at once take such action upon
this subject as shall secure to those soldiers and their families,
the just claims they have upon the gratitude of the people.

With these views, your committee recommend the adoption
of the accompanying Resolves.

For the Committee,
W. E. FAULKNER.
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Resolved, That in the disposal of the public lands by the
Congress of the United States, the claims of the surviving
officers and soldiers of the war of 1812, and of the widows of
deceased officers and soldiers serving in that war, ought not to
be disregarded or overlooked, and that all such officers, soldiers,
and widows, should be entitled to the same bounty from the
general government, as has been extended to the soldiers in
the late Mexican war.

<£ommon&caltlj of jHaKsacijusttts,

In the year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-Four.

rESOLvES

In relation to Officers and Soldiers of the War of 1812.

Resolved ,
That the benefits of the pension system which

was established for the soldiers of the war of the Revolution,
should be extended to the officers and soldiers of the war of
1812, and to their widows.

Resolved, That his Excellency the Governor be requested
to transmit a copy of these Resolves to each of our senators
and representatives in Congress, and to each of the governors
of the several States.




