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In Senate, March 24, 1554.

The Committee on the Militia, to whom was referred so much
of the Address of his Excellency the Governor as relates to
the Militia, and the Annual Report of the Adjutant-General,
and an Order presented by Mr. Burbank on the fourth of
February current, for the Committee to inquire if any, and
what, further legislation is necessary respecting regimental,
battalion and detached companies’ oSicer drills ; also, so much
of the Adjutant-General’s Report as relates to the election of
officers, and the duplicate returns to the Adjutant-General
certifying the amount of duty performed by the active
Militia of this Commonwealth, have considered the same,
and

H E P O lIT
as follows;—

They refer to the able Report of the Adjutant-General to the
late governor and commander-in-chief, Senate Document, 1854,
No. 4, and to the accompanying tables, for statistics and con-
dition of the militia, enrolled and volunteer, during the year
1853.
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In performance of the duty required of them by the existing
law, the committee visited and examined the State Arsenal at
Cambridge, in the month of January last. A resolve passed
March, 1853, authorized the adjutant-general to remove tire
field-cannon and equipments from the several cities and towns
to the arsenal, which duty he has performed, and, with the
number of muskets, pistols and equipments drawn from the
United States, have made a large addition to the armament
deposited there since last year. The buildings are in good
order; the cannon, muskets, equipments, and camp equipage,
and all other articles, are very neatly arranged, and in fine con-
dition, and ready for immediate service.

The act passed in the year 1853, increasing the duty of fall
encampment from two to three days, has made great improve-
ment in the militia, for when there were only two days, it
occupied the best part of the first day to arrive at camp ground
and pitch tents, and a part of the second to strike tents and
return home. But the present system gives the soldiers a little
taste of the regular service, and the encampments the past
year showed more military skill than ever before witnessed in
this Commonwealth.

The Order of Mr. Burbank in relation to officer drills, and
so much of the Adjutant-General’s Report as relates to the
choosing of officers ; also the discharging of warrant officers and
privates, in section 19 and chapter 12 of the Revised Statutes;
also, section 10 and 11 of chapter 218 of the statutes of the
year 1849, that relates to duplicate returns to the adjutant-
general, the present law compelling two sets of returns to be
made, one file entirely useless.

The Committee recommend the passage of the appended
Bill.

For the Committee,
WINTHROP E. FAULKNER,
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Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled , and by the authority of
the same, as follows :

1 Sect. 1. Any captain, or staff-officer of the rank
2 of captain, may preside at elections, within his
3 regiment or battalion, of any officer of equal or hr
4 ferior rank.

1 Sect. 2. In all elections of officers, of whatever
2 rank, the presiding officer shall keep a record of the
3 proceedings at such elections, and make a return
4 thereof to the commanding officer of his regiment,
5 brigade, or division, as the case may be.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-
Four.

AN ACT

In relation to the Militia.
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1 Sect. 3. In all elections of officers, of whatever
2 rank, it shall be the duty of the officer ordering such
3 election to cause the same to be held at the place most

4 convenient of access to the majority of the electors.
5 And the officer ordering such election may detail any
6 officer under his command, of suitable rank, to pre-
-7 side. But no officer shall be ordered to go out of the
8 limits of the town or city in which he resides, to pre-
-9 side at any election in any other town or city where an

10 officer competent by law for the purpose, resides, mi-

ll less such election shall be ordered to be holden in a
12 town or city in which no officer resides, of suitable
13 rank to preside.

1 Sect. 4. The commanding officer of any regiment,
2 battalion, or detached company, drilling as a battalion,
3 may order out, two days between the last Wednes-
-4 day of May, and the first Wednesday of August, in
5 each year, at such place as, in his opinion, shall be
6 most convenient of access to the majority of those
7 ordered to attend,— the commissioned and non-com-
-8 missioned officers under his command, for a battalion
9 drill; and it shall be the duty of the commander of

10 each company of any such regiment or battalion, and
11 of each detached company, as aforesaid, in case of
12 any vacancy occasioned by absence, sickness, or other-
-13 wise, to detail from the privates under his command,
14 a number sufficient to make up the complement of
15 commissioned and non-commissioned officers, to which,
16 by law, such company is entitled ; and each person
17 so ordered and attending at any such drill, shall re-
-18 ceive, for the actual travel necessary in going to and
19 from the place of drill, five cents per mile, each way;
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20 provided, however, that no person shall receive com-

-21 pensation, in any case, for more than forty miles
22 travel, in the whole.

1 Sect. 5. The amount due to each person for travel,
2 as aforesaid, so ordered and attending at any such
3 drill, shall be certified, under oath, by the command-
-4 ing officer of each regiment, battalion, or detached
5 company, to the adjutant-general; and the amount
6 due to the commissioned and non-commissioned offi-
-7 cers and privates of companies, shall be paid from the
8 treasury of the Commonwealth, to the commanding
9 officers of said companies, respectively, and the

10 amount due to the field and staff-officers of regiments
11 and battalions, shall be paid to the commanding offi-
-12 cers thereof, respectively, to be by them disbursed
13 to the parties respectively entitled thereto.

1 Sect. 6. Every officer, non-commissioned officer
2 and private, unnecessarily neglecting to attend at the
3 time and place appointed for the drill aforesaid, shall
4 forfeit and pay the sum of three dollars for each
5 offence, to be recovered by the commanding officers
6 of such regiment, battalion, or detached company,
7 respectively; the sum so recovered to enure to the
8 benefit of the regiment, battalion, or detached corn-
-9 pany, respectively.

1 Sect. 7. No complaint or charge shall be pre-
-2 ferred against any officer, by any non-commissioned
3 officer or private, unless for some offence committed
4 by such officer while in the actual service of the
5 State, or the United States: nor unless such com-
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6 plaint or charge be preferred by such non-commis-
-7 sioned officer or private, before leaving the service.

1 Sect. 8. Every commanding officer of a regiment
2 or battalion, upon application of the commanding
3 officer of any company in his regiment or battalion,
4 may discharge any non-commissioned officer or pri-
-5 vate from such company, provided such application
6 be accompanied by a written request therefor, of the
7 party who seeks a discharge; and every commanding
8 officer of a detached company, drilling as a battalion,
9 upon application of any member of his company

10 therefor, may discharge said member from said com-
il pany; and, in all cases, the commanding officers ot
12 regiments, battalions, and detached companies, may
13 grant discharges, when requested by a vote of a ma-
id jority of the active members of the company, to
15 which the party whose discharge is sought belongs.

1 Sect. 9. The nineteenth section of chapter twelve
2 of the Revised Statutes, and so much of sections ten
3 and eleven of chapter two hundred and eighteen of
4 the statutes of the year eighteen hundred and forty-
-5 nine, as requires duplicate returns to be made to the
6 adjutant-general, is hereby repealed.

1 Sect. 10. All acts or parts of acts inconsistent
2 herewith, are hereby repealed.

1 Sect. 11. This act shall take effect from and after
2 its passage.


