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[Mr. Aspinwall moves the following as a substitute for the Bill for the Im-
provement of South Boston Flats :—]

Four.

AN ACT
For the Improvement of South Boston Flats.

Be it enacted by the Senate and Home of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled , and hy the authority of
the same, as follows :

1 Sect. 1. The governor, with the advice and con-

-2 sent of the council, is hereby authorized and required
3 to appoint three commissioners, subject to removal,
4 whose duty it shall be to devise and report to the
5 governor, to be by him laid before the legislature at

In the Year One Thousand Eiglit Hundred and Fifty-
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6 its first session thereafter, a plan for improving the
7 flats on the northerly shore of South Boston, between
8 South Boston Free Bridge and the easterly end of
9 Fourth Street, by solid fillings, not to extend beyond

10 the harbor line called the extreme line of solid fillings
11 established by an act concerning the harbor of Bos-
-12 ton, passed on the twenty-fifth day of May, in the
13 year one thousand eight hundred and fifty-three, and
14 no further, and by pile wharves and slips, wet docks
15 and basins, and other useful structures, not solid, for
16 the accommodation of shipping between said extreme
17 line of solid fillings and the outer harbor line, called
18 the extreme line of any structure established hr- the
19 last named act, with a controlling view to benefit the
20 harbor, which plan shall reserve and provide for all
21 such avenues, streets, ways, drains, and sewers as said
22 commissioners shall deem needful for the public con-
-23 venience and welfare; and shall also provide for all
24 such sea-walls and excavations in front thereof, and
25 such wharves, docks, basins, and other harbor struc-
-26 tures aforesaid, and the manner and order of construct-
-27 ing the same, as said commissioners shall deem need-
-28 ful and most beneficial to the harbor.

1 Sect. 2. The said commissioners shall also report
2 upon the manner in which, and the persons to whom,
3 said flats should be disposed of or allotted, and what
4 compensation or consideration, if any, the Common-
-5 wealth should receive for such flats included within
6 the lines aforesaid as belong to the Commonwealth.

1 Sect. 3. Said commissioners shall receive such
2 compensation as the governor and council shall con-
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3 sider reasonable, and the governor is hereby authorized
4 to draw his warrant or warrants accordingly.

1 Sect. 4. No wharf or ether shore extension shall
2 be hereafter made by any person or corporation on
3 the hats of South Boston east of Fore Point Channel,
4 until the plan herein provided for shall have been
5 acted upon by the legislature.

1 Sect. 5. This act shall take effect from and after
2 its passage.
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Mr. AVabrek gives notice that he shall move the following as a substitute for the

Bill to improve South Boston Flats : —]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-
Four.

AN ACT

For the Improvement of South Boston Flats.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled , and by the authority of
the same

,
as follows:

1 Sect. 1. The several proprietors of the northerly
2 shore and flats of South Boston, between the easterly
3 line of the Bay State Wharf Company’s premises on
4 First Street, and the easterly end of Fourth Street,
5 are hereby authorized, according to the provisions of
6 this act, and not otherwise, to take, hold, and im-
-7 prove, by solid fillings, and in the proportions here-

Commontotaltlj of i^assacljusetts.
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8 inafter provided, the flats in front of their estates, to
9 the harbor line, on the east side of Fore Point Chan-

-10 nel, established by an act concerning the harbor of
11 Boston, passed on the seventeenth day of March, in
12 the year eighteen hundred and forty, and to the inner
13 harbor line, called the extreme line of solid fillings,
14 established by an act concerning the harbor of Boston,
15 passed on the twenty-fifth day of May, in the year
16 eighteen hundred and fifty-three, and no further;
17 also, to construct, maintain and improve, pile wharves
18 and slips, wet docks and basins, and other needful
19 structures, not solid, for the accommodation of ship-

-20 ping between said extreme line of solid fillings, and
21 the outer harbor line, called the extreme line of any
22 structure, established by the last named act.

1 Sect. 2. All improvements, authorized by this
2 act, shall be made and maintained in conformity with
3 a plan, which commissioners appointed under this act
4 shall prescribe therefor, for the benefit of Boston
5 harbor.

1 Sect. 3. This act shall not impair the legal rights
2 of any person or corporations whatever.

1 Sect. 4. The governor, with the advice and con-
-2 sent of the council, is hereby authorized and required
3 to appoint three commissioners, subject to removal,
4 and whose places can be filled as vacancies occur,
5 whose duty it shall bo to devise and prescribe a plan
6 for the improvements authorized by this act, with a
7 controlling view to benefit the harbor, which plan
8 shall reserve and provide for, free of any land dam-
-9 age, except for grading, all such avenues, streets,
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10 ways, drains, and sewers, as the mayor and aldermen
11 of the city of Boston shall require, or said commis-
-12 sioners shall deem needful for the public convenience
13 and welfare, and shall also provide for all such sea-

-14 walls and excavations in front thereof, and such
15 wharves, docks, basins, and other harbor structures,
1 6 aforesaid, and the manner and order of constructing
17 the same, as said commissioners shall deem needful
18 and most beneficial to Boston harbor; and said im-
-19 provements shall be made under the direction, and to
20 the satisfaction of said commissioners, who shall re-
-21 ceive from said proprietors a reasonable compensation
22 for their services and expenses, and report in the
23 premises to the governor and council.

1 Sect. 5. The flats outside of the line of private
2 rights which are granted by this act, lying between
3 Fore Point Channel and Dorchester Street, continued
4 northerly in the same direction, in which it now runs
5 to the extreme line of any structure, shall be divided
6 by the aforesaid commissioners, in the following man-
-7 ner: The commissioners shall establish, on the line
8 called “ the extreme line of any structure,” by fixed
9 points and bounds, the width on said line, to which

10 width, the several proprietors shall be entitled, which
11 shall be in the same proportion to their lines in the
12 shore, as the whole length of the shore line, between
13 the points aforesaid bears to said “ extreme line of any
14 structure; ” and from the points and bounds so estab-
-15 lished, lines shall be drawn, running towards the shore,
16 and parallel to said commissioner’s line, established in
17 the year eighteen hundred and forty, and the several
18 parcels of fiats so designated and embraced within
19 those lines, shall be allotted to the shore owners, in
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20 the same order from Fore Point Channel to Dorches-
-21 ter Street, continued as the several proprietors now
22 own on the shore, within the same bounds.

1 Sect. 6. The flats granted by this act, and em-
-2 braced between the easterly end of Fourth Street and
3 Dorchester Street, continued as aforesaid, shall be
4 divided among the shore owners between those
5 bounds, by fixed lines, metes, and bounds, in propor-
-6 tion to their several rights on the shore.

1 Sect. 7. The proprietors of the flats and shore who
2 are to be entitled to the benefit of this act, are the per-
-3 sons who now own on the shore, except in cases where
4 the flats have been conveyed separately from the up-
-5 land, in which case the owners of the flats shall have
6 the benefit of this act in proportion to the width of
7 their premises nearest to high-water mark.

1 Sect. 8. A plan of all the flats, and of the propor-
-2 tions of the several proprietors, accompanied by full
3 and accurate descriptions of the premises allotted to
4 each proprietor, shall be made and subscribed by said
5 commissioners, and deposited by them in the registry
6 of deeds for the county of Suffolk.

1 Sect. 9. The commissioners aforesaid shall have
2 full powers, under and according to the directions
3 given in this act, to decide what portions of the flats
4 aforesaid shall be given to each proprietor, and what
5 persons are entitled, as proprietors, to the benefit of
6 this act; but in making their divisions and plans they
7 shall not grant to any person flats which have here-
-8 tofore been granted to any other person or corpo-
-9 ration.




