
SENATE....No. 124.

The Special Committee on Annexation of Charlestown to
Boston, to whom was committed the Petition of James Dana
and others, praying for the annexation of Charlestown to Bos-
ton, have considered the same, and Report the accompanying
Bill.

In Senate, April 12, 1854.

MATTHIAS ELLIS, Chairman.
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AN ACT
For the Annexation of Charlestown to Boston.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of
the same, as follows :

1 Sect. 1. All that territory now comprised within
2 the limits of the city of Charlestown, in the county
3 of Middlesex, with all the inhabitants and estates
4 therein, is hereby annexed to and made a part of the
5 city of Boston, in the county of Suffolk, subject to
6 the same laws and municipal regulations, and entitled
7 to the same immunities, in all respects, as the said
8 city of Boston: provided, however, that the territory
9 so transferred shall, for the purpose of electing sena-

10 tors to the general court, continue to be and remain
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11 a part of the senatorial district of Middlesex, until
12 otherwise constitutionally provided; and for the pur-
-13 pose of electing representatives to the general court,
14 the said territory shall, until otherwise provided, be
15 and remain a distinct representative district, entitled
16 to the same number of representatives, and subject to
17 the same duties and obligations, in relation to the
18 choice of said representatives, as the said territory, or
19 the inhabitants thereof, would have possessed by the
20 laws of the Commonwealth, if this act had not been
21 passed: and provided, further, that so long as the
22 territory so transferred shall remain a distinct senato-
-23 rial or representative district, as aforesaid, the same,
24 or any part thereof, shall not be set out or attached,
25 by the city council of said city of Boston, to any
26 other part of said city for the purpose of forming any
27 ward or wards of said city ; but the same shall remain
28 separate, and be divided into such ward or wards, as
29 the said city council may determine, except as herein-
-30 after provided.

1 Sect. 2. The mayor and aldermen of the city of
2 Boston shall issue their warrants for all meetings
3 called for the election of senators and representatives,
4 aforesaid, in the territory so transferred, conformably
5 to the provisions of this act; and it shall be the duty
6 of the ward officers to certify the votes cast therein
7 for senators and representatives, to the mayor and
8 aldermen of said city of Boston, who shall certify the
9 same in the same manner as they are now required by

10 law to certify the votes cast in said city of Boston for
11 senators and representatives.

1 Sect. 3. The city council of said city of Boston
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2 shall, as soon as may be after this act shall take effect,
3 divide the territory hereby transferred into two con-

-4 venient wards, in which the number of legal voters
5 shall be as nearly equal as possible, and the limits of
6 which, as so divided, shall remain fixed until the next
7 alteration of ward limits by the said city council,
8 according to law; and the two additional wards, so
9 established, shall be entitled to the same number of

10 councilmen, school-committee men, overseers of the
11 poor, assistant assessors, ward officers, and all other
12 officers, not herein mentioned, as the other wards of
13 said city of Boston are entitled to.

1 Sect. 4. The territory so transferred, and the
2 inhabitants thereon, and their estates, shall be liable
3 for all taxes already assessed and not paid, and also
4 all city, county, and State taxes, that may be hereafter
5 assessed on them by said city of Charlestown, and
6 before this act shall take effect, in the same manner
7 as they would have been liable if this act had not
8 been passed.

1 Sect. 5. All the public property of the said city
2 of Charlestown shall become, and is hereby declared
3 to be, the property of the city of Boston; and the
4 city treasurer of Charlestowm shall, under the direc-
-5 tion of the mayor and aldermen of said city of
6 Charlestowm, who for this purpose shall continue to
7 hold their offices over, transfer, deliver, pay over, and
8 account for, to the city treasurer of Boston, all books,
9 papers, moneys, and other property in his possession

10 as city treasurer, when this act shall take effect; and
11 the city of Boston shall, thereafter, be held liable for
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12 the public debt of Charlestown; and all interest of
13 the said city of Charlestown in the public property of
14 the county of Middlesex, is hereby released and
15 acquitted to the said county of Middlesex; and if, at
16 any time after this act shall take effect, judgment shall
17 be recovered against said county, upon any debt
18 existing when this act shall take effect, and any exe-
-19 cution thereon shall be levied upon the property of
20 said city of Charlestown, or of any inhabitant thereof,
21 and shall not be reimbursed to the party paying the
22 same within thirty days after such levy, with interest
23 and all necessary costs and charges, from the county
24 treasury of said county, the party so paying as afore-
-25 said, may sue out a writ of scire facias against said
26 county of Middlesex, from the same court in which
27 the judgment was rendered, to show cause why judg-
-28 ment and execution should not be awarded against
29 said county, and the property thereof, for the amoqnt
30 so paid as aforesaid, with interest, and all necessary
31 costs and charges.

1 Sect. 6. The volumes now in the registry of deeds
2 office for the county of Middlesex, containing the
3 records, exclusively relating to lands and estates with-
-4 in the territory so transferred, shall be deposited by
5 the register for said county in the registry of. deeds
6 office for said county of Suffolk, the same to be there
7 kept and used, in the same manner as the records of
8 said county of Suffolk.

1 Sect. 7. This act shall not take effect unless the
2 inhabitants of the cities of Boston and Charlestown
3 respectively, qualified by law to vote in city affairs,
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4 shall accept the same, at some meeting to be called
5 for that purpose, by the mayor and aldermen of each
6 city, within nine months after its passage. And it
7 shall be the duty of the mayor and aldermen of each
8 city aforesaid, to warn meetings for said purpose,
9 within the period aforesaid, upon the requisition of

10 fifty qualified voters of their respective cities; and if
11 upon the return of the votes cast at any such meet-
-12 ing, it shall appear that a majority of said votes, in
13 the respective cities, are in favor of the acceptance of
14 this act, then it shall be the duty of the mayor and
15 aldermen of each city, to forthwith certify said returns
16 to the secretary of the Commomvealth, who shall, if
17 the mayor and aldermen of both of said cities shall
18 have certified to him in manner aforesaid, immediately
19 issue and publish his certificate, declaring this act to
20 have been accepted according to law.


