
SENATE,...:.No. 154.

The Joint Committee on Prisons, to whom was committed
the Report of the Commissioner on the subject of “ the appoint-
ment of Matrons,” &c., have considered the following sugges-
tions, viz. ;

“ A female may be convicted of an offence of suffi-
cient magnitude to oblige the court to send her to the house of
correction. If such female has at the time, a nursing infant, the
house of correction is no place for either mother or infant. In
some counties, the mother is sent to the house of correction, and
her infant taken from her and sent to the poor house, to be there
nursed by strangers. This course, I am informed, is often
fatal to the life of the infant, and such a deprivation of the
mother of the care of her infant child, seems to be adding to
the punishment of the mother, a pang, which the statute under
which she is sentenced, did not contemplate. The Commis-
sioner ventures to suggest whether it would not be wise and
judicious, to provide by statute, giving to judicial officers a
discretionary power, when a female has a nursing infant, less
than twelve months old, of sentencing her to the Poor House
or House of Industry, of the town or city in which she was
arrested ; said town to receive a reasonable compensation for
her custody out of the county treasury.”

The committee concur in the above views, and report the
accompanying Bill.

MOSES KIMBALL, Chairman.

Commontoealtg of jasssatijttsrttisi.

In Senate, April 24, 1854.



[April,2 FEMALE CONVICTS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled , and by the authority of
the same, as follows :

1 Sect. 1. Whenever any female with a nursing
2 infant, shall be convicted of any offence punishable
3 by imprisonment in the house of correction, the judge
4 before whom the said conviction shall take place, may
5 sentence the said female to some poor house or house
6 of industry, in the county in which such female may
7 be convicted.

<£ommoutotaUij of

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-
Four.

AN ACT
In relation to Female Convicts.

1 Sect. 2. Whenever it shall appear to the physi-
-2 dan of any house of correction, that any female con-
-3 vict is in a state of pregnancy, any judge of the court
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4 of common pleas, may, upon the application of the
5 officers of said house of correction, or of said convict,
6 revise said sentence, so far as to order the transfer of
7 said convict to any poor house or house of industry,
8 in the same county, for such term as he may deem
9 expedient, but not to exceed the remainder of the

10 original sentence.

1 Sect. 3. Any judgeof the court of common pleas,
2 may, upon the application of the officers of any house
3 of correction, cause any female convict so sentenced
4 or transferred, to be removed to the house of cor-
-5 rection before the expiration of said sentence.

1 Sect. 4. For the support and custody of any such
2 female convicts, so sentenced or removed, there shall
3 be paid out of the county treasury the sum of two
4 dollars per week, to the town in which said sentence
5 shall be executed.




