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2 RESOLUTIONS. [Feb.

RESOLVE,

Concerning the Election of Counsellors by the People.

Resolved, by both Houses, (the same being agreed to by a
majority of Senators, and two-thirds of the members of the
House of Representatives present and voting thereon,)—

That it is expedient to alter the Constitution of this Com-
monwealth, by adopting the subjoined Article of Amendment,
and that the same, as thus agreed to, be entered on the Journals
of the two Houses, with the yeas and nays taken thereon, and
referred to the General Court next to be chosen, in the manner
provided by the Constitution, that it may be submitted to the
people for their ratification, in order that it may become part of
the Constitution of this Commonwealth.

Article of Amendment.

Eight Counsellors shall be annually chosen by the inhabi-
tants of this Commonwealth, qualified to vote for Governor,
and said Counsellors shall be voted for upon one ballot. The
election of Counsellors shall be determined by the same rule that
is required in the election of Governor. The Legislature, at its
first session after this amendment shall have been adopted, and

©ommontocaltt) of .Massachusetts.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-Four.



31854.J SENATE—No. 31.

at its first session after the next State census shall have been
taken, and at its first session after each decennial State census
thereafterwards, shall divide the Commonwealth into eight dis-
tricts of contiguous territory, each containing a number of in-
habitants as nearly equal as practicable without dividing any
town or ward of a city, from each of which districts one Coun-
sellor shall be selected : provided, however, that if at any time
the Constitution shall provide for the division of the Common-
wealth into forty Senatorial Districts, then the Legislature shall
so arrange the Counsellor Districts that each district shall con-
sist of five contiguous Senatorial Districts, as they shall be
from time to time established by the Legislature.

No person shall be eligible to the office of Counsellor who
has not been an inhabitant of the Commonwealth for the term
of five years immediately preceding his election.

The day and manner of the election, the return of the votes,
and the declaration of the said elections, shall be the same as
are required in the election of Governor.

Whenever there shall be a failure to elect the full number of
Counsellors, the vacancies shall be filled in the same manner as
is required for filling vacancies in the Senate, and vacancies
occasioned by death, removal from the State, or otherwise
shall be filled in like manner, as soon as may be after such
vacancies shall have happened.

And that there may be no delay in the organization of the
government on the first Wednesday of January, the Governor,
with at least five Counsellors, for the time being, shall, as soon
as may be, examine the returned copies of the records for the
election of Governor, Lieutenant-Governor and Counsellors;
and ten days before the said Wednesday in January, he shall
issue his summons to such persons as appear to be chosen, to
attend on that day to be qualified accordingly; and the Secre-
tary shall lay the returns before the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives, on the said first Wednesday in January, to be by
them examined ; and in case of the election of either of said
officers, the choice shall be by them declared and published ;

but in case there shall be no election of either of said officers,
the Legislature shall proceed to fill such vacancies in the man-
ner provided in the Constitution for the choice of such officers.




