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Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary consider
the expediency of so amending the law in relation to the elec-
tion of County Commissioners, that in each County, except
Suffolk and Nantucket, one County Commissioner shall be
elected in each year.

CHAS. CALHOUN, Clerk.

C0lll!H0tllUC.lltl| Of iHßßßatlJttfttttß.

In Senate, Jan. 25, 1854.
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The Committee on the Judiciary, who were instructed by
an Order of the Senate of the 25th of January, to consider
the expediency of so amending the law in relation to the elec-
tion of County Commissioners, that in each County except
Suffolk and Nantucket, one County Commissioner shall be
elected in each year, Report the accompanying Bill.

WILLIAM ASPINWALL.

order of the Committee,

Commonlucaltij of itfassacijiisctts.

In Senate, Feb. 20, 1854.
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AN ACT
Concerning County Commissioners.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled , and by the authority of
the same, as follows:

1 Sect. 1. The county commissioners now in office
2 in the several counties, except in Suffolk and Nan-
-3 tucket, shall be divided into three classes; those of
4 the first .class shall hold their offices until the day of
5 the next annual election of governor, and until suc-
-6 cessors shall be chosen and qualified in their stead,
7 and no longer; those of the second class shall hold
8 their offices until the day of the annual election of
9 governor in the year one thousand eight hundred and

10 fifty-five, and until successors shall be chosen and
11 qualified in their stead, and no longer; those of the

£ommonU3talti) of JHassatljusttts.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-
Four.
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12 third class shall hold their offices until the day of the
13 annual election of governor in the year one thousand
14 eight hundred and fifty-six, and until successors shall
15 be chosen and qualified in their stead.

1 Sect. 2. It shall be the duty of the county com-
-2 missioners in each of said counties, within sixty days
3 after this act shall take effect, to determine, by lot, to
4 which one of said classes each member of their board
5 shall belong ; they shall cause a record to be made of
6 such determination, and shall, within thirty days after
7 such determination, cause an attested copy of the said
8 record to be published once in each newspaper printed
9 in said county.

1 Sect. 3. At the next annual election of governor,
2 and at such annual election in each year thereafter, in
3 each of the counties except Suffolk and Nantucket,
4 there shall be one county commissioner chosen in the
5 manner prescribed in the fourteenth chapter of the Ee-
-6 vised Statutes for the election of county commission-
-7 ers, except so far as such manner is changed by this
8 act, such commissioner not to be an inhabitant of the
9 same town as either of the commissioners remaining

10 in office; and every commissioner so chosen shall
11 held his office for the term of three years, and until
12 a successor is chosen and qualified in his stead.

1 Sect. 4. The county commissioners in' each county
2 shall hereafter choose a chairman of their board, by
3 ballot, annually, at their first meeting after the annual
4 election.

1 Sect. 5. The special commissioners now in office
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2 shall hold their offices until the annual election of
3 governor in the year one thousand eight hundred and
4 fifty-sis, and until successors shall be chosen and quali-
-5 fied in their places.

1 Sect. ,6. At the annual election in the year one
2 thousand eight hundred and fifty-six, and each third
8, year thereafter, in each of the counties except Suffolk
4 and Nantucket, there shall be two special commis-
-5 sioners elected in the manner provided in this act for
6 the election of county commissioners; said special
7 commissioners not to be inhabitants of the same town,
8 or of the same town as either of the county commis-
-9 sioners, excepting in the county of Dukes ; and such

10 special commissioners shall hold their offices for the
IL term of three years, and until successors shall be
12 chosen and qualified in their places.

1 Sect. 7. In all elections of county commissioners
2 and special commissioners, the person having the
3 highest number of votes, and being otherwise qualified,
4 shall be declared to be elected ; hut in case two or
5 more persons shall have an equal number of votes, by
6 reason of which neither of such persons shall be
7 elected, another election shall be ordered, in the man-
-8 ner provided by the fourteenth chapter of the Revised
9 Statutes.

1 Sect. 8. All acts and parts of acts, inconsistent
2 with the provisions cf this act, are hereby repealed.




