
SENATE....N©. 59.

The Joint Standing Committee on Towns, to whom was
committed the Petition of William C. Chapin and others, pray-
ing that a part of Methuen may be set off and annexed to the
city of Lawrence, and the Remonstrance of J. W. Carleton and
others, against the same, have duly considered the subject, and
Report the accompanying Bill.

J, P. HEALY, Chairman.

(Tommonluraltlj of iHaosacljusetts.

In Senate. March 10. 1854.
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AN ACT

To set off a part of the Town of Methuen, and annex
the same to the City of Lawrence.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows:

1 Sect. 1. So much of the town of Methuen, in the
2 county of Essex, as lies within the following described
3 limits, namely:—Beginning at the point of intersec-
-4 tion of the Londonderry Turnpike, (so called,) and
5 the northerly line of the 'city of Lawrence, mar the
6 house of Abicl Stevens ; thence running north sixty-
-7 one degrees cast, to the easterly line of school district
8 number four, in said Methuen ; thence running south,
9 seventy-nine degrees east, in a straight line, crossing

10 the road north of the house of Isaac B. Cobb, to the
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11 Merrimack River; thence running by said river,
12 to the north-easterly line of said Lawrence; thence
13 following the northerly and easterly line of said Law-
-14 rence, to the point first begun at, with all the inhabi-
ts tants and estates thereon, is hereby set otf from the
16 town of Methuen, and annexed to the city of Law-
-17 rence; provided , however , that for the purpose of
18 electing representatives to the general court, to which
19 the said town of Methuen is entitled, until the next
20 decennial census shall be taken, in pursuance of the
21 thirteenth Article of Amendment to the Constitution,
22 the said territory shall remain and continue to be a
23 part of the town of Methuen, and the inhabitants
24 resident therein shall be entitled to vote in the choice
25 of such representatives, and shall be eligible to the
26 office of representative in the town of Methuen, in
27 the same manner as if this act had not been passed.

1 Sect. 2. The said inhabitants and estates so set
2 off, shall be liable to pay all taxes that have been
3 legally assessed on them by the town of Methuen, in
4 the same manner as if this act had not been passed.
5 And until the next general valuation of estates in
6 this Commonwealth, the city of Lawrence shall annu-
-7 ally pay over to the said town of Methuen, the pro-
-8 portion of any state or county tax which the said
9 town of Methuen may Lave to pay, upon the inhabi-

-10 tants or estates hereby set off.

1 Sect. 3. If any persons who have, heretofore,
2 gained a lega' settlement in the town of Methuen, by
3 reason of residence on the territory set off as afore-
-4 said, or by having been proprietors thereof, or who
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5 may derive such settlement from any such resident or
6 proprietor, shall stand in need of relief or support as
7 paupers, they shall be relieved and supported by the
8 said city of Lawrence, in the same manner as if they
9 had gained a legal settlement in that town.

1 Sect. 4. The mayor and aldermen of the city of
2 Lawrence shall, annually, fourteen days at least before
3 the second Monday of November, furnish the select-
-4 men of Methuen a correct list, so far as may be ascer-
-5 tained from the records of the city of Lawrence, or
6 any of its officers, of all persons resident on the ter-
-7 ritory hereby set off, who shall be entitled to vote for
8 representatives, as aforesaid, in Methuen.

1 Sect. 5. The said town of Methuen is hereby
2 authorized to change the line of any school district,
3 if they shall deem it expedient, by reason of the
4 change of line in said town hereby made.

1 Sect. 6. This act shall take effect from and after
2 its passage.


