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Executive Department, Council Chamber, .

Boston, January 10, 1857. )

To the President of the Senate :

ft

I transmit herewith, for the use of the Legislature, a com-
munication from Issacher I. Elliott, Esq., relative to the Dudley
Indians.

The suggestions of the Guardian of these Indians are entitled
to grave consideration, and although personally but slightly ac-
quainted with theircondition, I am satisfied the lingering half-
breed and mixed remnants of this, and other tribes, do not now
possess those physical comforts or intellectual and religious
privileges they would enjoy were they to become inmates ofone
of our State institutions. Without expressing any opinion upon
.the expediency or propriety of such removal, I commend the
whole subject to your consideration.

HENRY J. GARDNER.

Commonumiltl) of ittassacl)usctte.
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His Excellency ,
Henry J. Gardner, Governor Commonwealth

Massachusetts :■

Dear Sir :—The undersigned, holding the office of Guardian
of the Dudley Indians, resident in Webster, in the county
of Worcester, respectfully submits the following in relation to
said Indians, for your Excellency’s consideration.

There are eight families of Dudley Indians, residing in Web-
ster, numbering in all, half breeds and whole breeds, about
eighteen persons. Six of said families are not able to support
themselves at all, and the remaining two only partially. There
is only one small dwelling-house in any way fit to live in ; the
others are worse than hovels. The wood upon the Indian
lands (a few acres of most miserable lands) is already quite ex-
hausted. The Indians are destitute of clothing, most of them,
so that each one must have a new suit throughout. It now
costs about fifteen dollars per week to support them, aside from
fuel, which will now, for the first time, have to be purchased,
and that for six fires. New houses will now have to be fur-
nished at considerable expense. Nearly all the Indians of the
whole blood are infirm, some blind, some crazy, and some de-
crepit. There are several minors among them lounging about
doing nothing, nor will they; and appearances indicate that
there will be minors of either one breed or another for some

years to come. They are all a rum-drinking, worthless set;
thriftless and quarrelsome, selling at any time their provisions
for rum, or giving it away to such outcasts as may from time to
time associate with them.
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From the above statement, the inference is clear, that the
expense of supporting the Dudley Indians in Webster must ne-

many times greater hereafter,—that three or four new
houses must immediately be erected,—that new clothing, at some
considerable cost, must at once be furnished—-that something
ought to be done with the minor children, who are growing up
in complete ignorance, without a knowledge of handicraft of
any kind but begging and fishing,—that most, if not all
of the young Indians are far more akin to the white and negro
races than to the Indian,—that as the Indians are at present
located and situated, the Commonwealth is as likely to support
abandoned whites and negroes as the Dudley Indians, and
more so.

Such are the facts in reference to the Dudley Indians, in Web-
ster. What I had better do, Ido not know. I would suggest
whether it would not be the best course to remove all the
minors and the women who have young children, to some State
institution, for their support and education.

I await your suggestions in the matter, and your commands
relative to the Dudley Indians.

Respectfully yours,

ISSACHER I. ELLIOTT.




