
SENATE.... No. 20.

To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of
the Comwonwealth of Massachusetts , in General Court as-
sembled, respectfully represent

The undersigned, a Committee of the Essex Institute, that
the ancient records of the towns and parishes of this Common-
wealth, wherein may ho found the births, marriages, baptisms
and deaths of the deceased offormer generations in New England,
are now scattered about, in numerous places of deposit, fast
perishing, and at all times difficult of access; so that measures
ought speedily to be taken to preserve them in some suitable
and permanent form, to the end that this invaluable portion of
our local history may be ever kept accessible and within the
reach of all the people.

At present, a deep interest is felt in genealogical and such
kindred studies as arc calculated to illumine our colonial his-
tory, and it would be well and wise to furnish every facility to
the inquirer and student in this department.

The undersigned, therefore, hope and most urgently pray,
that this legislature will enact some law under which the Secre-
tary of State may be enabled to secure written or printed copies
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of all such records, now existing in the various towns and
parishes of the State, from the earliest period of our history
down to 1850.

The undersigned would suggest that this may be accomplished
in one of two ways, either—

First—By authorizing the Secretary of State to purchase and
procure copies of such records, by means of an appropriation to
bo made for that special purpose, or else—

Secondly—By passing a general law providing that towns and
parishes shall be entitled to receive a gratuity or bounty for
each and every written or printed copy of its records of births,
marriages, baptisms and deaths, which may be deposited with,
and accepted by, the Secretary of State, to be kept at his office
for general reference; the amount of such gratuity to be fixed
as the legislature shall see fit; either according to the popula-
tion of such town or parish, the number of names, or pages of
the record, or such other basis of determining the amount, as
may be deemed best calculated to promote the present object of
the Essex Institute.

And, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

DAVID ROBERTS,
AUGUSTUS STORY,
WM. C. ENDICOTT,
HENRY M. BROOKS,

Committee of the Essex Institute.

Salem, January, 1857.


